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Thursday, the 6th December, 1979

The PRESIDENT (the Hon. Clive Griffiths)
took the Chair at 11.00 am., and read prayers.

LAW REFORiM COMMISSION
Annual Report: Ministerial Statement

THE HON. 1. G. MEDCALF (Metr opolitan
-Attorney General) [ 11.05 am.]: I seek leave of
the House to make a ministerial statement on the
subject of law reform.

Leave granted.
The Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF: I have today

tabled the annual report of the Law Reform
Commission of Western Australia for the year
ended the 30th June, 1979. The report shows that
during the year the commission submitted six
reports. These were-

(1) Official Attestation of Forms and
Documents (Project No. 28 part 1);

(2) Administration of Deceased Insolvent
Estates (Project No. 34 Part Il1);

(3) Review of the Justices Act: Part
I-Appeals (Project No. 55);

(4) Small Debts Court (Project No. 63);
(5) Review of Bail Procedures (Project No.

64); and
(6) Fatal Accidents (Projects No. 66).

The commission also published a number of
working papers for the purpose of inviting public
comment. These were-

(i) Review of Administrative Decisions:
Part I-Appeals (Project No. 26);

(ii) Small Debts Court (Project No. 63);
(iii) Exemption from Jury Service (Project

No. 71); and
(iv) Retention of Court Records (Project

No. 72).
I gave the commission three new references;
namely, to review-

(a)

(b)
(c)

Imperial Statutes in force in Western
Australia;
The Absconding Debtors Act 1877, and
The Limited Partnerships Act 1909.

The year was the commission's most productive to
date. However, the demand for law reform
continues to grow and it has become increasingly
difficult for the commission to meet this demand.
In 1976 the commission had 30 projects under
consideration. In 1977 and 1978 it had 31
projects. It now has 32 current projects.

When I tabled the commission's annual report
last year, I said that it welcomed (be
Government's decision to legislate for (be
appointment of two full-time commissioners, in
addition to the Present three part-time
commissioners. The positions have now been
advertised and the appointments made. The two
new full-time commissioners are Mr C. W.
Ogilvie, formerly the commission's executive
officer, and Mr H. H. Jackson, a barrister and
solicitor of Perth. Mr Ogilvie took up his
appointment as commissioner on the 1st October,
1979. Mr Jackson's appointment begins on the
3rd January, 1980.

The position of executive officer, left vacant by
Mr Ogilvie's appointment, has been renamed
"executive officer and director of research".
Applications for the position have been received
and it is expected that it should be filled shortly.

These changes will place the commission in a
stronger position to meet the demand for law
reform, and will enable it to function more
effectively for the benefit of the people of the
State, For example, by early next year the
commission expects to have completed reports
onl-

(1) admissibility in court proceedings of
computer-generated records and other
documents;

(2) compensation for persons detained in
custody;

(3) privilege for journalists;
(4) liability of highway authorities; and
(5) unclaimed moneys.

Another significant event which occurred during
the year reviewed in the report was a two-day
conference of Australian law reform agencies in
Perth in June, 1979. This was hosted by the
commission and was attended by representatives
from all official law reform bodies in Australia as
well as from the United Kingdom, India, Sri
Lanka, Papua New Guinea, and Nova Scotia. A
special visitor was Dr Olivier, a judge of the
French Cour de Cassation.

A wide range of topics was discussed, including
international co-operation in law reform and an
assessment of the past record and further
prospects for law reform in Australia. A portion
of the conference was devoted to a consideration
of new techniques in law reform, with particular
reference to new methods of consultation with the
public. Discussion also took place on the
institutional arrangements for law reform in
Australia, and included consideration of the
recent report by the Senate Standing Committee
on Constitutional and Legal Affairs titled
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"Reforming The Law". In its report, the
commission says that the conference was a
valuable experience for all those who participated.
It is confident that the exchange of ideas and the
development of mutual co-operation will do much
to assist the progress of law reform in Australia.

For an account of the commission's other work
during the year, I commend its report to
members. This contains a detailed account of the
other activities of the commission, summaries of
its publications during the year, and an outline of
work in progress. It includes also comprehensive
appendices listing all of the commission's
publications to date and the legislative action
taken.

BILLS (2): RETURNED
1. Legal Aid Commission Act Amendment

Bill.
2. Criminal Code Amendment Bill (No. 2).

Bills returned from the Assembly without
amendment.

ARMORIAL BEARINGS PROTECTION
HILL

Assembly's Message

Message from the Assembly received and read
notifying that it had agreed to the amendment
made by the Council, subject to a further
amendment.

Assembly's Further Amendment: In Committee
The Deputy Chairman of Committees (the

Hon. T. Knight) in the Chair; the Hon. G. C.
MacKinnon (Leader of the House) in charge of
the Bill.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The amendment
made by the Council is as follows-

Clause 3, page 2, lines 30 and 31[-Delete
all words in subelause (1) after the word
"an" in line 30 and substitute the words
"offence and is liable to a penalty of five
hundred dollars but this subsection shall not
apply to or in relation to the promotion, sale
or use of any document, material or object
printed, published or manufactured with the
authority referred to in this subsection".

The further amendment made by the Assembly is
as follows-

Clause 4, page 3, lines 16, 17, and
IS-Delete the passage commencing with the
word "director" and ending with the word
-shall" and substitute for the deleted passage

the passage "person who, being a director,
manager, secretary or other officer of, that
company or other body corporate, aided,
abetted, counselled or procured the
commission of that offence shall".

The Hon. G. C. MacKINN ON: I move-
That the further amendment made by the

Assembly be agreed to.
This amendment clarifies the position and makes
the situation more direct. When amended, the
clause will read-

Without affecting any other liability of
any person under this Act or otherwise, a
company or other body corporate shall be
liable to the penalty for an offence under this
Act as if it were a private person; and every
person who, being a director, manager,
secretary or other officer of that company or
other body corporate, aided, abetted,
counselled or procured the commission of
that offence shall also be liable to the penalty
for that offence.

The situation will be clearer and I trust members
will agree with the amendment.

Question put and passed; the Assembly's
further amendment to the amendment made by
the Council agreed to.

Report
Resolution reported, the report adopted, and a

message accordingly returned to the Assembly.

COMPANY TAKE-OVERS BILL
Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 5th December.
THlE HON. D. K. DANS (South Metro-

politan-Leader of the Opposition) [11.15 a.m.):
The Opposition has no hesitation in supporting
this Bill. If the intention of it was to prevent a
share raid on TVW Channel 7, it is obvious from
reading the newspapers that the legislation has
arrived too late.

As I understand the Bill, and from what I have
been able to read into it, it is a holding operation.
The legislation also contains a "sunset" clause-if
I may call it that-under which the legislation
will expire automatically on the 31st December,
1980, or such other earlier date.

It appears to me that, while the legislation both
nationally and locally may have the best of
intentions, I do not believe it will work. There is a
very good lesson for people here. We stand up in
this Chamber and say our national resources must
remain in the hands of Australians at least to the
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extent of 50 per cent of shareholdings. We give al
kinds of excuses as to why that cannot happen.
However, here we have a situation where it is
becoming increasingly apparent that in the near
future a great number of West Australian
companies will not be under the control of West
Australian people.

Another bad aspect of take-overs relates to the
human element. I have had the opportunity to
discuss this with a number of people engaged in
some big operations in this State. Sometimes men
join companies when they are 15 or 16 years of
age. They work their way steadily to the top.
They work hard and, in many cases, they do not
have the protection of awards. They reach the age
of 52 or 53 years and think that at last they have
made it.

However, almost overnight someone moves in
and takes over the company. The person who has
given the best part of his life to that particular
enterprise suddenly finds himself out of a job. He
does not have any special skills, because the skills
he has accrued have been in a certain area only. If
he worked in a transport company his skills relate
to the operation of that particular company.

We talk about unionists on the job from day to
day; but in this case I am referring to middle and
top management. It is a very traumatic
experience when this occurs to a person.

1 do not know what we will do about the
matter, because as company take-overs become
more widespread, we have a situation of centralist
control, particularly in regard to companies
registered in Canberra. The position in regard to
companies is analogous to the food chain in the
ocean. Various overseas bodies penetrate our
national economic life and we are left merely as
empty vessels.

I have never said the Labor Party is opposed
particularly to what I would regard as classic
capitalism; that is, the situation in which a man
runs a shop or a small plant, as mentioned by the
Leader of the House in regard to the Industrial
Arbitration Bill. In that case the man has a
relationship with his workers. However, we are
now entering a phase which would worry anyone
and which I can refer to as a monopoly situation.
We have the penetration of the multi-nationals
and, beyond that, we now have the trans-
nationals; and the whole fabric of some companies
has been destroyed by the intrusion of such
bodies.

On many occasions the budgets of those
companies are bigger than the financial budgets
of the countries in which they are operating. As
an example I mention General Motors-Holdens.

It is sad to think we have to introduce
legislation such as this. I suppose I could have a
dig at the Government and say it is a very good
piece of socialist legislation. However, it is
intervening legislation. There is no point in my
going through it chapter and verse.

The Commonwealth Government should
receive a good smack over the buttocks because
the States have reached agreement. The
Maroochydore report was available over 12
months ago and nothing has happened since then.
A threshold of 12!6 per cent is included in the
Bill, and that will not be amended in this place.
have no opposition to that provision remaining in
the Bill. It has been said the inclusion of that
provision was at the request of local businessmen,
but I believe that in another place that threshold
will be increased, by popular demand, to 20 per
cent.

Whatever one thinks about this Bill, it is
necessary in an attempt to do something. Whether
it will be successful now, or in the future, and
whether national legislation will be necessary, the
national companies-whoever they may be-will
have to move to protect the interests of
Australians for Australia.

It is not unusual for that to happen. Many
countries in the world-including that bastion of
private enterprise, the United States of America,
despite the many things which have been said
about that country in this Chamber-have over
national interests controls greater than we have
ever dreamt about. In those countries there is a
great deal of control over companies with regard
to where they will locate, and what operations
they will carry out. Having said that, I indicate
that the Opposition supports this legislation.

THE HON. A. A. LEWIS (Lower Central)
[11.22 am.]: I do not support this legislation.
First of all, I will deal with the last point
mentioned by Mr Dans with regard to controls in
the United States of America. In a speech I made
some two years ago I pointed out what controls
have done to businesses in the United States, and
what they cause businesses to go through.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: Tell us what they have
done for the people of the United States.

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: The controls have
done absolutely nothing except to increase prices
and costs to consumers. Governments should keep
their sticky little fingers right out of business
Ventures.

The H-on. D. K. Dans: I read a San Francisco
newspaper which was only a couple of days old
and it indicated that prices have been kept at a
reasonable level. A pound of bacon is priced at
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$1.50, and that indicates the controls have been
very good.

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: If Mr Dans knew the
price for which the people in the United States
could have bought that bacon if there were no
controls, he would be surprised. Perhaps Mr Dants
will remember my experience with a sausage
machine. I do not have with me the material from
which to quote, but on that occasion one authority
considered the height of the machine was too low,
another authority considered it was too high, and
yet another authority said that the machine could
not be used. That sort of control is killing business
in the United States.

I have some queries to put to the Minister. It is
interesting to note that our small proprietory
companies can still be taken over, because they
are not listed on the Stock Exchange. So, the
small people we on both sides of this House talk
about all the time still will have no protection. I
do not think they should have protection, but if
the smaller investors are to be protected, then the
smaller businesses which can be taken over ought
to be protected.

In his second reading speech the Minister said
that perhaps it was worth noting that as a result
of takeovers 20 public companies had been
removed from the official list of the Perth Stock
Exchange during the last eight years. Some of
those companies have become subsidiaries of
other listed companies. I do not think that is good
enough. What have those subsidiary companies
done in the way of employing people or in the way
of manufacturing? What have they done towards
advancing the operations of the bigger structures?
How many of those companies have been
stripped?

Probably the only reason for this legislation was
the fear of some giant company coming in, taking
over other companies, and stripping them. If jobs
are kept, and additional jobs are created, and the
take-over company has financial backing, what is
wrong with a take-over?

It seems the Commissioner for Corporate
Affairs knows what should be done, and should
have a say in what companies do. The Minister
said that the provisions of the Bill are intended to
ensure that the smaller investor is more
adequately informed as to the merits of an offer.
In this morning's issue of The West Australian
the Director of the Perth Chamber of Commerce
(Mr Firkins) said that shareholders who invested
in a public company expected a free market.
Certainly, we will not have a free market with
more and more controls applied by the
Government, which in many cases does not

understand business. It does not matter what its
political colour might be, a Government
traditionally does not understand business
operations. If it did, many of its own concerns
would be run in a far better manner.

I am fascinated that as a result of certain
provisions in the Bill, payments will be required
within 30 days after an unconditional offer has
been accepted, or within 30 days after a
conditional offer has become an unconditional
offer. I can imagine how many offers will be
made under this provision.

The provision for reporting holdings in listed
companies, when dealing on X number of markets
is something else which will be to the detriment of
investors. I understand Mr Dans said that the
threshold percentage will be increased from 12 /
per cent to 20 per cent in another place. I have no
objection to that.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: I said that it might be
increased.

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: I really do not think
this legislation is necessary, in any shape or form.
It is fascinating to know that public comment was
requested about 12 months ago. They were
allowed a period of three months, and after a
further nine months we are shown what is to
happen. Are we to anticipate, really, that the
Federal Government or any other Government
will spring into gear and set the pace? I do not
believe it will.

I cannot see why this Government cannot
accede to the request of the Australian Associated
Stock Exchanges, the Stock Exchange of Perth,
and the Perth Chamber of Commerce, all of
which spoke out against the move. The Chairman
of the AASE (Mr Mullens) said that in the next
two weeks Australian Stock Exchanges intended
to bring new listing requirements into effect. It
seems to me we are rushing our fences again.

I see by a report in this Morning's The West
Australian Mr Mullins is talking to Mr Bjelke
Petersen. I would not be honest with myself if I
voted for a Bill of this type. I do not believe that
this Government or any other Government has
the required knowledge to control the free and
private enterprise system.

Day by day business is being made harder by
legislators like us trying to cure small
problems-and they are only small in the overall
context-in a small-minded way for businesses
large and small. Every time we legislate we make
the job of the businessmen of this country harder.
We make the provision of jobs for the
unemployed harder. Here today we are
considering a Bill that will do nothing for
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business. I agree with Mr Dans that it has very
little chance of working.

I hope the Government will see reason and
withdraw the Bill as it has been asked to do by
the people running businesses. Then we can let
them get on with their business and we can get on
with the job of legislating, I oppose the Bill.

THE HON. I. G. MEDCALF (Metropolitan-
Attorney General) [11 .31 a.m.1;. I have listened
with interest to the comments of the Leader of the
Opposition and the Hon. A. A. Lewis. There was
not much similarity in their comments. Mr Dans
suggested that he supported the legislation, and
Mr Lewis indicated quite honestly that he is not
in favour of it and he gave his reasons. White
admiring his honesty and paying a tribute to the
forthrightness of his opinions. I must make the
observation that in my opinion his rugged
nineteenth century individualism is a little out of
step with the times in which we are presently
living.

The Government has not really been asked to
withdraw this Bill. The commercial community
has accepted the fact that uniform legislation is
desirable. Indeed, the greatest urgers for uniform
legislation were the members of the Stock
Exchanges of this country. As far back as 1972
and 1973, the Stock Exchanges conducted
campaigns for uniform company legislation
throughout the country, and indeed, many other
business organisations did exactly the same thing.
I can quote from my own experience of having
heard some leading members of the exchanges
and of the commercial community advocate a
uniform securities and exchange commission for
the whole of Australia along the lines of the
American Security and Exchange Commission
should be established.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: Look at the mess that
has made!

The Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF: I am saying that
the very people the Hon. A. A. Lewis has quoted
are the ones who have advocated even more
stringent controls than those being introduced
here. The honourable member referred to small
companies which are exempted from the
legislation. He did not exactly complain that they
were exempted-

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: I am sorry, I meant to.
The Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF: Well in that case

he was complaining that we should have included
the small companies.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: No.
The Hon. L. G. MEDCALF: Then he was not

saying that.

The H-on. A. A. Lewis: Any small person
should not be involved at all.

The Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF: So I eame back to
what I said before:, Mr Lewis was not really
complaining about small companies being
exempted. I think he was saying we should not
have included any companies at all.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: You are getting closer.
The Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF: if he says small

companies have no problems and really do not
need protection because none of them have
problems, that opinion is belied by the facts
brought to the knowledge of the Government by
many of the companies in our community. Many
of them have problems; they have told the
Government this and the Matter has been aired in
the Press.

Mr Dans referred to the situation in which
many employees find themselves. In numerous
cases a man or woman approaching middle age or
thereabouts has found himself or herself in a most
invidious position because of a take-over. This is
true, and it is true also that one company in a
particular industry does not use methods identical
to those used by another company in the same
industry. It is surprising but many people have
difficulty in adjusting from one company to
another, even in the same industry. I have
experienced this myself with legal firms handling
the same type of business-different firms use
completely different methods. The same thing
applies right throughout the business community.

Some people who simply consider companies in
terms of balance sheets and what might be called
rugged nineteenth century individualism, tend to
forget the human element. The companies and the
employees must be given some protection.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: You have not answered
the question about the number of jobs gained.

The Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF: I know in some
cases there may be an increase in the number of
jobs. We are not preventing take-overs, but there
must be some basic ground rules. I know one
commentator in the Press has said that the
legislation will be a blueprint for those who want
to take-over some companies. It could be said also
that every piece of legislation is a blueprint for
those looking for loopholes.

As a Government we believe we have a
responsibility in this field. Because of the State
election which will take place next year, obviously
it will be some months before Parliament meets
again. We cannot leave the situation as it is for
such a long period. We cannot stand by and leave
Western Australian companies unprotected while
all the other States in the Commonwealth proceed
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to introduce similar legislation. The
Commonwealth Government has introduced such
legislation already, and it is likely that it will be
passed in the next session in the New Year, in
spite of what Mr Lewis says. The other States
have indicated that they are proceeding in this
way also. Queensland is proceeding immediately
and the other States have shown every indication
of introducing the legislation in the first half of
the next year. It would indeed be dangerous for
this Parliament to leave Western Australian
companies totally unprotected in such a situation.
In these circumstances the Government feels it
has no option.

I agree with Mr Dans that this is a very
difficult area, and we do not know how well the
legislation will work. We know some people will
look for loopholes to get around the law.

I believe I should comment on Mr Lewis's
statement about the stripping of companies of
their assets. That is a well-known occupation.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: Some people exist by it.
The Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF: Exactly. There are

many cases of otherwise reputable companies
which exist by taking over a likely target
company, selling off its assets, and making a
substantial profit on the deal. What happens to
the staff of those companies?

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: I asked about the ones
that came off the Stock Exchange.

The Hon. 1.0G. MEDCALE: Ilam talking of the
others, and we cannot deny that it happens.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: Could they have failed
also?

The Hon. 1. 0. MEDCALF: What happens to
the minority shareholders?

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: Could they have failed
also in the actual market place?

The Hon. 1. 0. MEDCALF: There are all sorts
of situations.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: So don't use one and
not the other.

The Hon. 1. 0. MEDCALF: The honourable
member will recall, in my second reading speech I
said take-overs can confer some benefits, and in
some situations they can improve company
performances. The Government is not unaware of
that.

That is why the Government is not trying to
prevent take-overs. This is not legislation like the
Santos legislation in South Australia, designed
simply to stop anybody making take-overs. This
legislation is designed to introduce some ground
rules and guidelines which will provide some

measure of protection for the shareholders, who
are not otherwise consulted. Incidentally, by
protecting them and delaying the procedure as far
as is possible, we are also providing some measure
of protection to the staff and other members of
the company, in so far as that can be done

It is a difficult area, and I would be the first to
admit the legislation, to some extent, is
experimental. We already have take-over
legislation; it is Provided for at the moment in
section I80C of the Companies Act. However,
that has been proved to be shot through with
loopholes. In this legislation we are attempting to
obtain some better measure of disclosure by the
take-over merchants, and some better way to
provide information to the public and to the
shareholders as to what really is going on.

Unfortunately, of necessity the legislation
involves all sorts of sections in the Act; however,
there is no other way to do it within the law. We
are attempting to impose these provisions, as
fairly as possible, and it is gratifying to realise the
measure of support the Bill clearly has received.

In my second reading speech I said that
perhaps the threshold percentage figure at which
the person or company making the take-over bid
must make public his or its intentions should be
changed. We intend to amend the figure from
12.5 per cent to 20 per cent. However, as this
would necessitate reprinting the Bill and, as a
consequence, delaying the Parliament, I have
discussed the matter with the Deputy Premier,
who will be handling the Bill in another place,
and I now give an undertaking to members that in
another place appropriate amendments will be
made to clauses 9, 12, 15, and 30.

In the case of clause I5, the percentage figure
"11.5 per cent" will be deleted, and the figure "19

per cent" will be substituted; and, in the case of
the other clauses, the figure "12.5 per cent" will
be deleted and the figure "20 per cent" will be
substituted.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Why could it not be
done here? It is only a change of words.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: Unfortunately, it
would involve reprinting the Bill before it went to
the other place. However, I give my assurance to
members that that is the intention of the
Government. They are asked to pass the Bill on
that basis.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without debate,

reported without amendment, and the report
adopted.
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Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by the Hon. 1.

0. Medenlf (Attorney General), and transmitted
to the Assembly.

METROPOLITAN WATER SUPPLY,
SEWERAGE, AND DRAINAGE

ACT AMENDMENT BILL (No. 4)

Returned

Bill returned from the Assembly without
amendment.

BIL[S (2): ASSEMBLY'S
MESSAGES

Messages from the Assembly received and read
notifying that it had agreed to the amendments
made by the Council to the following Bills-

I . Western Australian Post-Secondary
Education Commission Act Amendment
Bill.

2. State Energy Commission Bill.

GOVERNMENT AGREEMENTS BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 5th December.
THE HON. D. K. DANS (South Metro-

politan-Leader of the Opposition) [11.48 a.m.]:
The Opposition does not intend to oppose this
Bill; however, it does intend to oppose clause 4,
which deals with penalties.

As I am aware, this Bill could be described as a
Bill to close a loophole in the law. To some extent,
it will validate Government agreements which
have been made during the last 30 years. I am led
to believe the reason for the Bill being before this
House is the recent Supreme Court decision in
Perth under which the Wagerup protestors were
acquitted; the Government has brought this
legislation before this place in order to clarify an
area of doubt.

it appears to me from the Minister's second
reading speech notes that the Sankey v. Whitlam
case of 1978 had some bearing on the decision of
the Supreme Court. The inference is that an
agreement made by the Commonwealth may not
necessarily become a law of the Commonwealth,
and an agreement made by the State may not
necessarily become a law of the State.

Clauses I to 3, and particularly clause 3, seeks
to put that beyond legal doubt, and no-one would
argue with that. It has nothing to do with the
right of people to protest. It is simply closing a
loophole.

Clause 4 in the Bill, however, seems to provide
for excessive penalties. In section 67 of the Police
Act, under which the first charges were made,
provision is made for a penalty of $1 500, or I8
months' imprisonment. Clause 4 in this Bill allows
for a maximum penalty of $5 000 or 12 months'
imprisonment. I cannot understand why the fine
has been increased and the term of imprisonment
decreased.

In the Attorney General's second reading
speech he said, "The penalties provided in the
clause are severe, but they reflect the seriousness
with which the Government views these deliberate
acts of obstruction." Surely the Government is
not again embarking on one of these exercises
under which it endeavours to crack peanuts with
steam hammers. Past experience shows us that
this does not work. We must have some regard for
the common sense of the courts. I could not
imagine a magistrate or a judge applying such
heavy penalties against people brought before him
for obstructing the passage of a bulldozer on
subject land. Most of these people interested in
conservation and the environment are passive
types and when a policeman puts his hand on the
shoulder of an offender he usually goes
peacefully.

The Hon. 1. G. Medcalf: You referred to them
as peanuts.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: The Attorney General
misunderstood mec. It would be doubtful whether,
if they were taken to court, they would come up
against a magistrate or judge so oppressive as to
impose the maximum penalty of $5 000 or, if the
offender could not pay that money, a term of 12
months' imprisonment.

On the other hand, if the offender were charged
with being on land other than subject land he
might be charged under section 67 of the Police
Act or some other section of the Criminal Code
dealing with trespass and be subject to a possible
maximum of just $1 500 or 18 months'
imprisonment.

Embodied in the introductory speech was the
indication that the Government was making the
penalties excessively high to frighten these people
away. If one considers the original charges, which
finally were appealed against in the Supreme
Court, one will realise the fine imposed was only
$20. This caused an outcry from some people; but
we have to believe in our legal system. The
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magistrates knew exactly what they were doing.
Surely there is no justification now for such a
high penalty. I would like the Attorney General to
explain why it is so high, because I cannot recall
any project under an agreement made by any
Labor or Liberal Government which has been
truly delayed by protesters. In the main, the
people want some publicity for their cause.

Surely the Government has not reached the
stage that people would be subject to such
massive fines because they refused to leave
subject land having been warned to do so. This
provision could cover someone who was standing
near a survey peg on the corner of an area and
nowhere near any activity. He could be
obstructing nothing at all, but be subject to this
$5 000 penalty.

We must be sensible about this. I could not
envisage our judicial system applying such a
heavy fine. If a person-perhaps a student-could
not pay the fine, I could not imagine a magistrate
saying to him that he would have to spend twelve
months in the Greystone Friars. Clause 4(1) and
(2) reads-

4. (1) A person shall not without lawful
authority remain on any subject land after
being warned to leave it by-

(a) the owner or occupier, or a person
authorised by or on behalf of the
owner or occupier, of that subject
land: or

(b) a member of the Police Force.

Penalty: $5 000 or 12 months'
imprisonment.

(2) A person shall not without lawful
authority prevent, obstruct, or hinder any
activity which is being, or is about to be,
carried on pursuant to, or for the purposes of
or incidental to implementing, a Government
agreement, or attempt to do so.

Penalty: $5 000 or 12 months'
imprisonment.

Bearing in mind the legislation we have just
passed, it could be appropriate to consider the
situation of a person standing in front of a Bell
Bros.' bulldozer which was working on some
private land and being charged with obstruction
or trespass-perhaps along with the board of
directors of Channel 7. The line imposed would
not be $5 000. The person would be obstructing in
the same way as these protesters have done, but
being on private land he would not be subject to
such heavy penalties. Subclause (3) reads as
follows-

(3) For the purposes of any proceedings on
a complaint for an offence under this Act an
averment in the complaint-

(a) that an agreement is scheduled to,
incorporated in, or appearing in, an
Act the administration of which is
for the time being committed by the
Governor to, or approved by the
Governor to be placed under the
control of, the Minister for
Industrial Development; or

(b) that an agreement is scheduled to,
incorporated in, or appearing in, an
Act and declared by proclamation
to be a Government agreement for
the purposes of this Act,-

We have a clear line right down the middle, If it
is private land, a person can be fined a maximum
of $1 500.

The IHon. I. G. Medcalf: There are no such
laws.

The Hon. D. K. BANS: I do not know whether
section 67 of the Police Act applies to private
land. It mentions licences.

The Hon. 1. G. Medcalf: It does not apply.
The Hon. D. K. DANS: I recall debating this

matter with regard to the people in the Green-
peace movement who went out in their rubber
dinghies to stop whaling.

The Hon. 1. G. Medcalf: It applies to that.
The Hon. B. K. BANS: The point I am

making, and I think the Attorney General
understands this, is that we have two separate
situations. For one the penalty is a $5 000 fine or
12 months' imprisonment and for the other it is a
$1 500 fine or I8 months' imprisonment. Other
sections of the Police Act and the Criminal Cede
involve charges for a number of offences, but they
do not carry the same sort of penalty.

The Opposition believes the penalty is excessive
in view of what has happened before. I do not
know of any project of this type which has been
held up for any considerable time because of the
actions taken by protesters-people from every
level of society and with varying political
convictions.

Protesters are generally looking for some form
of publicity, but it is unfortunate this usually
occurs when they have been arrested.

No justification exists for this penalty of $5 000
or 12 months' imprisonment. I have yet to be
advised whether any serious delays to projects
have been caused by protesters or people entering
their subject land. I know that in other parts of
the world people use the legal process to delay
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projects. One which comes to mind is the Los
Angeles Airport. That project was not delayed for
a couple of days or hours, but for years and I do
not think anyone ever suggested that those
responsible should be fined a similar amount of
money.

The Opposition does not agree with clause 4
while the penalties remain so high. We are fully
aware of the neccessity for and desirability of the
rest of the Bill, but cannot agree with the
penalties under clause 4.

I am sure the Attorney General will agree it
would be very doubtful that a magistrate would
impose a penalty of $5 000. If he did it would
certainly be appealed against and as time
progressed it would be quashed. We certainly
oppose clause 4 of the Bill and will speak on it
further during the Committee stage.

THE HON. V. J. FERRY (South-West)
[12.02 p.m.]: I support the Bill before the House

and do so in the knowledge that it is a responsible
attempt by the Government to protect industries
which have the authorisation of an agreement and
which have been ratified by this Parliament.
Therefore, the wilt of the Parliament will be
protected by this legislation which would not have
been before us if certain people within the
community had not defied the will of this
Parliament.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: There would not be any
gaols, either.

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: Certain actions have
been taken on industrial sites which have defied
the function of this Parliament and I believe these
protesters felt they were defying the Government
of the day. I do not take that view at all. I believe
they are defying the people of Western Australia
because this Parliament represents the people of
Western Australia. The actions of the protesters
have defied the will of the people and the will of
the people is reflected in this House.

The Hon. R. Hetherington: What a lot of
nonsense.

The IHon. V. J. FERRY: What a wonderful
response from the member. It is quite clear that
the will of the people is reflected in the
Parliament; it is reflected very clearly by the
ballot box.

The Hon. R. Hetherington: You use the term
like Hitler.

The Hon. V. i. FERRY: I could tell members a
great deal about Hitler, but it is not relevant to
this debate and if the member wishes to bring
that sort of comment into the debate then I do not
believe he deserves his place in this Parliament. I

am most concerned about the protection of
citizens of Western Australia.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: We are quite interested
in what you are saying; we just do not agree.

The Hor. V. J. FERRY: Notice has been
served on the general public through the media
that certain people in the community intend to
obstruct industries authorised under agreements
ratified by this Parliament. They have served
notice that they intend to protest again and some
will protest for the first time. It is necessary that
we, as legislators, after ratifying these
agreements, do what is competent and right, to
protect those agreements to ensure that industries
and people associated with them have the full
protection of the law. If we do not do this it will
make a complete mockery of Parliament.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: We have been doing this
for 30 years without such laws for agreements.

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: It does not really
matter how many years we have been doing this
as stated. The fact is that, in changing
circumstances, we need to take this particular
stand. It is like any law of the land.

If we, as people, choose to do the right thing for
our fellow members and citizens we would not
need to have such legislation. We would
automatically do the right thing. Unfortunately,
humans transgress against society so it is
necessary to have all manner of laws such as
traffic laws, criminal laws, and regulations.

People 30 years ago did not take the sorts of
actions they take today. Apparently, the people in
those days were more responsible towards this
type of industry, but times and circumstances
have changed. Parliament therefore is calld upon
to do what it can to assist the situation and take
what steps may be necessary and appropriate. The
Bill is attempting to do just that.

I am concerned that in this day and age in
Western Australia where we need soundly-based
industry we are being disrupted by unauthorised
persons.

The IHon. D. K. Dans: Is it all right if we are
disrupted by authorised persons?

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: The Leader of the
Opposition is very flippant this morning and it
does him no credit at all because he is trying to
belittle what I am saying. However, people can
read Mansard and note his remarks.

I make no apology for the fact that I represent
an area where protesters have, in recent months,
tried to disrupt industry. They have indicated that
they intend to do it again. I must give support for
my province and if members of the Opposition
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wish to be flippant about it then that is their
prerogative. I do not intend to become sidetracked
by their idle gossip.

Some people will say that this Bill is designed
because the Government of the day is seeking
confrontation with people who are against
industry. I take the contrary view. 1 take the view
that the protesters are confronting the people. The
Government is not confronting them. The people
deserve to have their wishes and the law of the
land protected. If people choose to step outside
the law, then, of course, it is on their own heads.
The Government of the day and this Parliament is
not confronting the people at all.

I concur with the penalties contained in the Bill
because it is quite clear that there needs to be a
sufficient penalty not only to show prospective
wrong-doers that they may be charged if they are
brought to book and found guilty of an offence,
but, also to indicate to the courts that this
Parliament considers it very serious that people
are disrupting industry.

Therefore, it is an indication to the courts of
the land that Parliament feels any sentences
handed down should be in keeping with the
intention of this legislation. Of course, full
consideration is given to every case, and the'
maximum penalty does not have to apply. Some
cases may be dismissed, offenders may receive a
nominal Fine, or something in between may result.
It is within the competence of any court to bring
down sentences as it sees fit according to the
nature of the case. The point is that the penalties
outlined in the Bill clearly indicate to me-and I
believe they will be accepted by the public-that
this Parliament considers it a serious offence for
industry approved of by it to be disrupted by
protestors.

Again, I make no apology for supporting this
measure. I am very sad that people take it upon
themselves to protest in this way. In this country
we have no end of opportunities to make our
points, no matter what the subject. We have the
privilege to approach members of Parliament, to
write to the Press, to go to the media, or to hold
public meetings. We have many ways and means
to put our point of view to try to convince others
that it should be accepted. However, if a person
cannot have his point of view accepted by the
majority, surely he must abide by the decision of
the majority.

It is a disturbing feature of this situation that
at times people place themselves at physical risk.
Not only do they place themselves at risk, but also
they place people engaged in the industry in a
most invidious position. Employees might find

themselves placed at physical disadvantage; and
certainty they find themselves in a most delicate
situation in respect of how they should perform
work which unauthorised people are attempting to
disrupt.

This is one of the worst features of the
situation. Protestors force employees to take
action, or force them into inaction, thereby
disrupting their duties. Employees and company
officials should not be placed in such a situation.
As I have said, many other means are available to
protestors to put across their points of view. The
industrial site is not the place for them to do that.
I know such action has occurred in many places
throughout the world, but I do not condone it. If
it is allowed to continue, the next step is utter
chaos and anarchy. I will not stand for that.

This Bill has my full support. I know the people
in the south-west are expecting the Government
and the Parliament to protect their industries,
their daily lives, and their general living
conditions from this sort of activity.

THE HON. R. THOMPSON (South
Metropolitan) [12.14 p.m.]: We are all aware of
the intention of ibis Bill. There is no doubt about
it. However, some of its principles could be
transferred to other areas, and that is a matter of
concern to me. For instance, if one looks at page 2
and reads the definition of "Government
agreement"~ one understands what agreements
and variations are all about. An agreement
includes any document or instrument, including
any grant, lease, licence, permit, approval,
authorisation, right, concession, or exemption, or
any other thing made, executed, issued, or
obtained for the purposes of that agreement or its
implementation. Then we find "subject land"
means-

(a) land that is set aside, or is being used,
for the purposes of or incidental to
implementing a Government agreement;
or

(b,) land where activity is being, Or is about
to be, carried on pursuant to, or for the
purposes of or incidental to
implementing, a Government
agreement.

We have seen what has happened in the north-
west, particularly under this Government, in
respect of Aboriginal communities. The
Government has noc a good track record in
dealing with this matter. It could enter into an
exploration agreement or any other type of
agreement; and an authorised person could say to
Aborigines, "Get off this land". Even though we
know what is the intention of the legislation, it
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will be effective throughout the State. The Bill
says that a person without lawful authority shall
not remain on any subject land after being
warned to leave it. Subeclause (1) of clause 4
should be deleted.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: You have my word of
honour that to my knowledge the word
"Aborigines" was never used in any discussions
on this Bill. The Bill was never intended to affect
them.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I made that point
clear; but the Bill covers the whole State and it
covers every person in it.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: It covers all people; it
is not racial.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: It could apply to
Aboriginal land, just as it could apply to any
other land in Western Australia. It could apply to
a station property.

The Hon. 1. G. Medcalf: You cannot take over
land reserved for other purposes and say this
measure applies to it.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: A great deal of
Aboriginal land is not reserved for other purposes,
and the Government's record in that respect does
not bear scrutiny.

The Hon. 1. G. Medcalf: Stick to the point.
This refers only to Government agreements in
respect or land. How do you work out that any
Aboriginal can be kicked off his land?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: If an agreement is
entered into with Conzinc Rio Tinto or any other
company to explore for diamonds, under this Bill
the company would be entitled to tell Aborigines
to get off their land.

The Hon. 1. G. Medcalf: You cannot do that
unless you make arrangements in relation to the
land first. You can't make agreements i n respect
of land reserved for other purposes.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: The present
Government has not done a bad job of allowing
exploration on Aboriginal land.

The Hon. 1. G. Medcalf: You can't take
reserved land and say it is subject to a
Government agreement.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: When one has the
numbers, onc can do anything. It has been done,
and the Attorney General knows it. Mr Ferry
went on with a lot of twaddle; it is disgusting that
a person with his experience should say the things
he said, although his speech will read nicely in
Hansard. He said Parliament is acting responsibly
in respect of this Bill, and it is acting in
accordance with the will of the people.

Most or the agreements which have come to the
Parliament have been a fait accompli. They have
been signed and sealed, and they have been
ratified by the Parliament. It is not the will of the
Parliament that has been expressed. It was only
during the years of the Tonkin Government-

The Hon. 1. G. Medcalf:- Of course it is the will
of the Parliament.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: It was only during
the Tonkin Government that agreements came to
the Parliament for ratification before they were
signed.

The Hion. W. R. Withers: Come off it! Tell us
about the Amax Mitchell Plateau agreement. Tell
us about the Texada agreement. You are talking
nonsense.

The PRESIDENT: Order!
The Hon. R. THOMPSON: The Tonkin

Government was the only Government to bring
agreements to the Parliament for ratification
before they were signed.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: Tell us about the
ones that weren't. I mentioned two of them.
Under the Mitchell Plateau agreement, you gave
a contract for 12 years. On Texada, you gave an
agreement too.

The PRESIDENT: Order!
The Hon. R. Hetherington: The member should

get up and make a speech.
The Hon. R. THOMPSON: The Texada

agreement was the extension of another
agreement.

Irrespective of what is contained in an
agreement, if one reads this Bill the saving clause
is such that the whole agreement can be rewritten
without ratification by the Parliament. That is in
every agreement. Members should make no
mistake about it. No-one can deny it.

One can have an agreement ratified by the
Parliament, and one could go outside and rewrite
the agreement. I am not saying it is done, because
that would be drawing too long a bow; but to say
that the Parliament ratifies these agreements in
the public interest is so much nonsense. It is done
in the Government's interest and in the company's
interest; and the public is not protected. When I
say, "the public", I am talking about the
Aborigines. The Aborigines should be protected
by this legislation, but they are not. As a matter
of fact, that is the only reason I rose to speak on
this Bill. I feel it is a mistake for the Bill to have
excluded Aboriginal land. It should be taken into
consideration. An occupier or a policeman could
say, "Get off. We have an agreement."
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I reel the intention of the Government is
completely honest; but Governments change;
Ministers change; civil servants change. In 30 or
40 years this Bill could be used to the detriment
of the people whom we have attempted to protect.

As far as the penalty is concerned, it does not
mean much at all whether it is $10 000, $5 000,
or $1 500. As has been stated, the people at
Wagerup who were prosecuted were liable to a
fine of $1 500; but the magistrate saw fit to
impose a minimal fine of $20 each. The same
thing will apply again, and common sense would
prevail. Magistrates usually use common sense.
Ultimately, the Wagerup cases were dismissed.

I see danger in the Bill, but I am not opposi ng
it. There is no way the Minister can give
assurances that this will not be done, or that will
not be done, because the Minister might not be
around when it is done. That is the matter that
concerns me.

THE HON. Rt. HETHERINGTON (East
Metropolitan) [ 12.24 pim.]: I will not indulge in a
great deal of rhetorical nonsense about the will of
the people, because it is a very difficult and
dangerous concept. It seems to me-

The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: Usually your No.
I speech.

The Hon. R. HETHERINGTON: I will not
talk about the will of the people. Two questions
are involved here, and now Mr Thompson has
raised a third. The first is the question of
ratification of agreements or validation of
agreements. The second is the question of
protesters disrupting works being carried on. I
think we should separate those questions and not
be terribly emotional about either of them.

It would be a good idea if we stopped over-
reacting. It would help everything. Through the
Wagerup affair we found there was a loophole in
the law, and agreements were not validated. It
was found they were not covered by the law. That
being the case, naturally we must do something
about it; no Government could fail to do
something.

The moment one finds a law is lacking, one has
to do something about it. The Opposition supports
the need to do something about this problem, and
for this reason, we are supporting the Bill.

We must be very careful we are not so all-
embracing about the Bill that we do not set other
dangers into it. This is the point Mr Thompson
made quite properly. When I read the words of
the Bill, I was not sure just how wide it would go.
I am not prepared to say, as Mr Thompson has
said, that it might mean that Aborigines could
lose their land; but it seems it might mean that

because sometimes, when a measure is drafted in
order to cover a specific situation, the draftsmen
are so concerned about the specific thing that
they do not consider the larger ramifications.

I am sure the Attorney General is not one of
those; and I am sure if this Bill is found to be too
wide he will do something about it; but it is a
matter we should consider. Apart from that, the
Opposition is supporting it.

For the rest, it is a question of the protesters. I
do not take quite the same attitude towards
protesters taken by some people in this Chamber.
It seems to me that people protest in all sorts of
ways. Sometimes they protest in ways that are
dangerous to themselves, but they are prepared to
face fines in order to indicate the sincerity of their
cause. I think it is a good idea, when they do that
the first time, to let them know what they have
done by giving them a nominal fine and letting
them go their way. They know they have made
their point. Sometimes it brings home to the rest
of us that there is a real problem, and so we
reconsider it. I would like this kind of dialogue to
continue.

Of course, we cannot allow people to prolong
any project unnecessarily. As Mr Dans said, and
as far as I can remember, no project has been
held up for any undue time. The protesters have
made their point; they have been arrested
peaceably; they have been fined; and they have
lived to fight another day, as they will. I have no
doubt about that.

Sometimes I become a bit irritable, as we all
do, and find the actions of protesters a bit of a
thorn in the flesh; but sometimes, as happens in a
proper dialogue, they reveal to us aspects of a
case that we have not seen before. We are able to
modify our views about the subject for the future.

It is unfortunate that the Government is
symbolically waving a mailed fist with this 55 000
penalty. It is mixing the two situations. It is
making a big threat in order to show people it will
not be pushed around. It is childish nonsense.

Therefore, I support all parts of the Bill except
the penalties clause. The penalties are an
excessive gesture. For that reason, I oppose the
penalties, but agree fully with the rest of the Bill.

I am not sad that we are doing this thing. The
Wagerup case showed there was a deficiency in
the law; and I am glad the deficiency has been
found and we can do something about it now.
Otherwise, we might have discovered it as a result
of some more significant incident in which there
would have been a real danger. As it is, a
symbolic protest by environmentalists has
revealed to us a deficiency in the law, and we are
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able to correct it. In that
environmentalists have done us a good
are not the sorts of people who will
anarchy.

way, the
turn. They
lead us to

I do not think we should wave the mailed fist.
We should become more sensible and tolerant.

Sitting suspended from 12.36 to 2.15 p.m.
TilE HON. R. F. CLAUGHTON (North

Metropolitan) [2.15 p.m.]: It is a matter of
concern to the members on this side that the
Government is embarking on an exercise-the
type or exercise we have seen right throughout
this Government's term-of trying to bash down
people who are attempting to express a view that
may be seen as a criticism of the actions of the
Government. While the Opposition supports
measures to protect the agreements into which the
Government has entered, it cannot possibly
condone the suppression of what is regarded as a
basic right in a democratic and open community.

We heard a great deal from Mr Ferry about
the will of the people. Of course, the will of the
people is a diverse affair and I do not think the
members of the Government if we were in
Government would claim that we had ZOO per
cent of the people behind us. It naturally follows
that they do not have 100 per cent of the people
behind them. They may not have even 50 per cent
of the people behind them on all matters for
which they legislate.

I wonder whether, if he personally knew the
protesters at Wagerup, Mr Ferry would deal with
them in the way he appears to want to deal with
them. One has gained the impression from his
words that these people are most vicious and
hardened types who are undeserving of any
consideration from the rest of the community.

I can assure Mr Ferry that is not the case. The
demonstrations were designed to be peaceful and
non-violent and that should recommend the
people involved. We all deplore violent
demonstrations and when a group sets out
deliberately to ensure that their demonstrations
are non-violent then they should be accepted.

The Hon. V. J. Ferry: There are many ways to
demonstrate.

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: Of course
there are many ways to demonstrate, but Mr
Ferry is condemning the demonstrations of the
sort of which he does not approve.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: You are not
suggesting that you would agree to any sort of
demonstration as long as it is non-violent?

The Hon. R. Hetherington: He did not say that
at all.

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: I said Mr
Ferry is disagreeing with this form of
demonstration.

The Hon. V. J1. Ferry: No sort Of protest,
violent or non-violent, should be allowed on an
industrial site.

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: We certainly
know where Mr Ferry stands.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: Qualify that as Mr
Ferry did.

The Hon. V. J. Ferry: On industrial sites.
The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: A real

democrat resides there.
The Hon. V. J. Ferry: Protecting the people.
The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: Anything that

goes against his wishes and desires is not to be
approved. We know why this Bill has Mr Ferry's
support. Of course, if it were some cause he were
espousing it would be a different matter.
Unfortunately, humans are not like that; they
behave in all different ways, and if their actions
within a group attempt to draw attention to their
cause in a way Mr Ferry does not approve then
they should not, by that fact, be condoned.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: I agree with what Mr
Ferry stated.

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: That is not
what Mr Ferry said.

The Hon. V. J. Ferry: You had better read my
speech, then you can talk about it.

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: If a person
tells a journalist he would like to criticise a
project, the Press will not say "Right, sit down;
we will talk about this and we will write a story
about it." We all know how often that happens.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: Whose property was
it?

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: It was
everyone's property, including their own. How
about the agreements? Mr Withers said, "Should
they be allowed to go on everybody's property?"

The Hon. W. R. Withers: You have not
clarified that point.

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: The
honourable member was making that point. I was
about to make a different point. In doing so, I
think I am wandering away from the Bill. I was
about to say Mr Hetherington was commenting
on his two-hour speech the other night, and what
the Press took up was his comments about rape;
all the rest was neglected by the Press. The Press
takes up what it thinks the public will read in the
paper, and there is no way in which we or the
demonstrators can control that. The purpose of
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the demonstrators is to call attention to the cause
they are espousing.

Mr Dans made it quite clear what our attitude
is in relation to the Bill and to demonstrations as
a whole, so there is no need for me to cover the
same ground again. He made a reference to the
law of trespass, and I understood the Attorney
General to say there was no law of trespass. That
surprises me when 1 consider section 82A of the
Police Act. We must remember that the
magistrate who heard the original case in this
matter fined the demonstrators $20 each.

Subclause (2) of section 82A of the Police Act
reads-

(2) The owner, occupier or person in
charge of enclosed land who shall find a
person on the land whom he has just cause to
suspect of having entered into the land
without consent may demand and require of
that person his name and address, and any
such person who shall neglect or refuse to
give his name and address or who shall give a
false name and address when applied to as
aforesaid shall upon conviction be liable to a
fine not exceeding twenty dollars.

I would have thought that particular section of
the Police Act referred to trespass. If it does not,
my understanding of it is somewhat astray.
Perhaps the Attorney General would advise us
further along those lines and tell us what other
laws are available to the police in cases such as
the one we are discussing.

I suggest that in fixing a fine of $20 the
magistrate certainly had in mind that that was
the sort of offence of which the persons who were
demonstrating were guilty, not an offence which
calls for a penalty of $5 000 or 12 months'
imprisonment or an offence which under section
67 of the Police Act calls for a fine of $1 500 or
18 months' imprisonment with hard labour-they
being maximum penalties of course.

When we look at section 67 of the Police Act
and bear in mind the provisions of clause 4 of this
Bill, we find they read in a very similar way. For
the information of members I would like to read
portion of section 67 of the Police Act, which we
suggest contains the kind of offence and penalty
which should be considered rather than the
massive fine of $5 000 which is contained in the
Bill.

Subsection (4) of section 67 of the Police Act
reads-

(4) Every person who, without lawful
authority and with intent-

(a) to compel another person to abstain
from carrying on any activity which
pursuant to any law of the State or
of the Commonwealth that person
is by virtue of a licence, permit or
authorisation issued thereunder
empowered to do; or

(b) to prevent such an activity being
carried on; or

(c) to obstruct any such activity,
manifests that intention by doing any
act in relation to that other person, the
property of that other person or the
activity so empowered, or by failing or
omitting to do any act in relation thereto
which he is lawfully required to do.

The phraseology is different, of course, but many
of the words are precisely the same as those in the
Bill, and I would have thought if there were a
fault in the law as it now stands it should be
remedied to allow that particular section to
operate.

As I understand it from reports in the
media-and I have not seen the transcript of the
court decision to know precisely what it
contained-the decision was that a letter from the
Premier did not have the legal status which
allowed the charges to be declared valid under
this particular section of the Act. in fact, the
validity of the agreements was not a question
decided by the judges. So we do not really know
whether in fact the agreements are invalid. It
'seems to me it is highly likely that the
Government is using the pretext of validating
those agreements -to impose these other penalties
and provisions in clause 4 of the Bill.

It might be quite unfair to believe that of the
Government. As a rule I like to give responsible
Ministers the benefit of the doubt. Mr
H-etherington said the Government is quite
genuine in respect of this Bill. Perhaps it is.
Certainly as I understand it the validity of
agreement was not decided by the judges; the
basis of the decision was merely a letter from the
Premier.

I find clause 4 offensive and unduly harsh in
respect of the matters with which it pretends to
deal. People who are attempting to draw public
attention to what is happening to the forest feel a
deep concern, and I would give them credit for
being genuinely concerned, just as I give the
Government credit for being genuine in respect of
the Bill. The ordinary measures of law should be
sufficient to deal with these sorts of problems. In
the past we have had demonstrations-some of
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them violent; but we have not felt it necessary to
bring down penalties of this magnitude.

We do pretend to be an open, democratic
society, and that is not an easy society to
maintain. If we want to have everyone in his own
little spot and doing things within a limited range
of permitted activities, then we would no longer
have an open, democratic society. If it is the
intention of the Government to do that, it should
say so.

It is not easy to maintain an open, democratic
society, and the role of the police is not easy; nor
should it be. As a former teacher I never felt my
job was particularly easy or that it should be
made easier. Members will be aware that the
public in general believe school teachers have an
easy time because they work limited hours-much
less than others in the community-and have
months of holiday each year.

That impression of the work of teachers is
belied by the physical illnesses which occur
amongst them. Teachers are subject to a higher-
than-average amount of stress illnesses as a result
of the nature of their job. There is no way that
can be avoided in their particular work. Obviously
the police feel strains and difficulties in an open
society, and those strains and difficulties are
beyond cure if we are to continue to have an open
society.

The Hon. R. Hetherington: That is true. For
that reason we need more of them.

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: Yes. We
should recognise the difficulties and try to make
compensations to the Police Force in
consideration of that; but we should not make our
laws more harsh or say we must discipline the
community more in order that the will of
Governments or majorities might flow more
easily. If we allowed the latter to happen, we
would have a different sort of society.

I think the Bill is a step in the wrong direction.
We do not need it and, therefore, I am strongly
opposed to it.

THE HON. 1. G. MEDCALF (Metropolitan-
Attorney General) [2.35 p.m.]: I thank members
for their support of the legislation; they have all
supported it in one way or another-

The Hon. R. Hetherington: We have.
The Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF: -even though

some members expressed reservations in
connection with one or two matters. The principal
cause of reservation is the penalty clause. Some
members of the Opposition consider the penalties
to be too harsh. The second cause of reservation
concerned Aboriginal land rights, if I could

describe it in that way. That was raised by Mr
Ron Thompson who seems to believe the Bill
might be directed at Aborigines, amongst other
people.

The Hon. R. Thompson: I did not say that at
all. I said in time it could be used that way.

The Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF: I will correct that:
Mr Thompson said that in time to come the Bill
could be directed against Aborigines amongst
other people.

The Hon. Rt. Thompson: Good. I have my
speech in front of me. I said you have not a good
record in this respect.

The Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF: The situation,
briefly, is this: I am trying not to bring emotion
into the matter because I do not think one profits
much by cluttering up a speech with a great deal
of emotional claptrap.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Who brought emotion
into it?

The Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF: I am trying not to
bring emotion into this debate because I believe
we should simply look-

The Hon. R. Thompson: You have to qualify
what you are saying. Who brought emotion into
it?

The PRESIDENT: Order!
The Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF: I am beginning to

hear voices; it must be the end of the session! I
would like to explain the real intention of the
Government. It is apparent that Mr Thompson,
for one, does not understand it.

The Government's intention is to declare
publicly that where a solemn agreement is signed
between the Government and any other
person-be it a company or a private
individual-in relation to the development of
some asset of the State or in relation to some
aspect of industrial development, the agreement
should be regarded as an Act of Parliament. In
other words, it should be given the validity of an
Act of Parliament and it should be treated as a
serious act of the Legislature. It should not be
regarded simply as any other agreement, and
offences against it should not be treated as any
other offences.

For that reason the Government has included in
this provision higher penalties than those which
appear in some other Acts. The Government has
sought to make it apparent that it regards the
actions of people who prevent or hinder the
carrying out of agreements which have been
validated or ratified by Parliament, or which have
become part of the laws of the land, in the most
serious light. It should be apparent to everyone
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that the Government regards obstruction or
hindrance in such circumstances as a very Serious
matter. That is the reason for the penalties being
higher than those in section 67 of the Police Act.

This is a deliberate act on the part of the
Government, and that is the reason. The
Government believes that the action of hindering
or obstructing the carrying out of a lawful
agreement entered into by the State and ratified
by the Parliament should be treated in a special
category, distinct from the offences referred to in
section 67(4) of the Police Act. If members refer
to the offences in that subsection, they will find
that it becomes apparent from a quick glance that
they include such things as playing thimble-rig Or
exhibiting obscene pictures. Under that section,
the penalty is $1 500 or six months'
imprisonment. The Government believes that
obstructing or hindering an activity which is
specifically authorised by the Parliament should
be put in a special category. That is the simple
explanation for the penalty.

Attention has been drawn to the fact that the
penalties are maximum penalties. The Hon. Ron
Thompson made this point when he said he did
not attach any importance to the penalties
because they are maximum penalties and they do
not matter very much. The court will make a
decision in respect of the facts in each case. It
must not be overlooked that very rarely do courts
impose maximum penalties. Nevertheless, the
point of principle remains that it is a higher
penalty than those appearing under section 67 of
the Police Act. It is for that reason the
Government believes these offences are in a
special category, and it desires that that be
demonstrated publicly.

When we talk about these agreements, we are
talking about the agreements in relation to some
of the major enterprises on which this State has
embarked in the last few years. We are talking
about such agreements as the one with Alcoa, the
Wagerup agreement, the Worsicy agreement, and
the North-West Shelf gas agreement which we
have just validated in this Parliament. These are
major enterprises involving many people, many
families, many millions of dollars, and a great
deal of activity and Work. They are regarded as of
fundamental importance to the economy of this
State. Indeed, without these agreements and
without these enterprises, where would we be
today? We would be in a very different situation
economically if these enterprises had not come to
fruition as a result of the agreements the
companies signed with the State.

The Government makes no excuse for treating
these matters as rather special and for taking the

steps necessary to ensure that they cannot be
challenged at law. As Mr Hetherington said, in a
sense the obstructors at Wagerup inadvertently
and unintentionally-I am adding those
words-have done a service to the State.

The Hon. R. Hetherington: I am prepared to
accept that as what I was saying.

The Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF: They have done a
service to the State because they have
demonstrated what some of us suspected; that is.
that there was a legal defect in the legislation.

Put very simply, the defect is that an agreement
merely ratified by an Act is not considered to be
part of the law of the land, on the authority of the
recent High Court decision in Sankey v. Whitlam
where the Court decided that the Financial
Agreement was not part of the law of the land.

In the same way, that argument was put by
counsel for the protesters. The court did not reach
a decision on that because it did not have to; it
found there was a defect in relation to another
aspect of the case which enabled the judges to
decide on the smaller matter without deciding on
the greater.

It could have been very serious if this decision
had been taken in another context. As Mr
Hetherington has pointed out, it is essential that
this legislation be passed to ensure that
agreements henceforth will be able to do what is
intended, and will have full legal force and
validity without being liable to be upset at the
whim of somebody who has some other interest in
the matter.

That relates to the first part of the Bill. The
other part of the Bill seeks to prevent those who,
for one reason or another, physically hinder or
obstruct what is going on at a project site.
Sometimes they do that as part of a
demonstration of their ideology, views, or
attitudes or, as Mr Dans said, their fervour. For
whatever reason, such people are hindering or
obstructing the carrying out of the terms of the
agreement.

The Government is equally concerned with
those who obstruct physically and with those who
would seek to take legal points with a view to
gaining a financial advantage. For those reasons,
the Government has taken the view that this is a
very serious matter and that the agreements must
be put on a pedestal, so to speak.

That is putting quite simply the reason the
Government thinks it is necessary for this Bill to
ensure that the penalties are expressed in
sufficient terms to dissuade demonstrators. If they
do not have that effect, unfortunately recourse
would have to be had to the law, and the
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Government would have to bring charges and
prosecute. As I have indicated, the penalty
inflicted by the court is a matter for the court.

The court has an unlimited choice. It does not
have to award 12 months' imprisonment, or even
impose a Fine of 55 000. It would be most unlikely
that the court would do so, except in an
exemplary situation.

If the court decided to award imprisonment, it
would be entitled to put the person on probation.
The court has tremendously wide powers and
virtually an unlimited discretion to inflict
punishment, except where a minimum
punishment is prescribed. Of course, there is no
minimum punishment prescribed in this case. To
all intents and purposes, the only objection to this
legislation is that the opening penalties-the
written penalties-are higher than those in the
Police Act.

I would like to refer to one other matter which
I mentioned by way of interjection-I hope
reasonably-during the course of the comments
by the Leader of the Opposition. He asked, "Why
cannot the Crown bring a proceeding for criminal
trespass?" There is no such thing as criminal
trespass. In the Police Act or in the criminal law
of this State there is no provision for criminal
proceedings by way of trespass. There is in the
criminal law of some States; and I believe there is
in New South Wales; but there is no Provision for
that in Western Australia. One cannot bring such
proceedings. One can bring proceedings for civil
trespass; but that is not a criminal matter.

Those proceedings are brought privately by a
private prosecutor and not- by the police. There is
nothing else the Government can do. Section
67(4) of the Police Act had no application. When
one read the judgment of the court, one found it
became obvious the application was always
doubtful, although that was not known at the
time. However, when one reads section 67(4) one
finds it deals with another type of situation and,
as I said earlier, it was inserted in 1978 and was
thought to deal with the situation in regard to the
Greenpeace demonstrators; so it does not really
apply to this Wagerup incident.

No Act applies to this situation; therefore, it
was necessary for the Government to make
special provision in order to protect these
agreements.

Mr Thompson mentioned another point with
regard to Aborigines. I feel it is appropriate to
refer to it at this stage, although I would be quite
happy to refer to it later if he wishes me to do so.

The member may be concerned that this Bill
could affect Aborigines. It certainly was not

directed against Aborigines. There was no
intention at any time that the provisions should
apply to Aborigines.

The Hon. R. Thompson: I said that.
The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: It was intended to

apply to any persons throughout the State who
engaged in this kind of activity. However, I
believe the member was afraid that at some
future time, or inadvertently, it might be directed
against Aborigines in a case where the
Government made an agreement and someone
ordered the Aborigines off their land. I do not
believe that it is possible for that to occur. It was
not intended and it cannot occur, because one
cannot make an agreement in relation to an
Aboriginal reserve.

The Hon. R. Thompson: I did not say
"reserve", I said "land".

The Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF: Aborigines have to
live somewhere and there are different types of
land. With regard to Aboriginal reserves, the
member would know-

The Hon. R. Thompson: I know the situation.
You do not have to tell me.

The Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF: The member was
at one time the Minister for Community Welfare
and he dealt with Aborigines, so he knows this
legislation could not be applied to Aboriginal
reserves. Perhaps he was thinking of pastoral
leases.

The Hon. R. Thompson: I was referring to
Aboriginal land as distinct from reserves.

The Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF: The member must
then be referring to Crown leases.

The Hon. R. Thompson: I am referring to
Aboriginal land where they congregate and live,
such as sacred sites and land which is not in a
reserve.

The Hon. 1.0G. MEDCALF: I do not know how
many Aboriginal sites of that kind there are; but
most of them would be in some kind of reserve
and, if t 'hey are not, there is provision for them to
be put into a reserve.

A number of Aboriginal pastoral properties and
Aboriginal Crown leases are held under pastoral
leases.

The Hon. R. Thompson: I did not refer
specifically to those. I said "any pastoral lease".

The Hon. L. G. MEDCALF: In the case of a
pastoral lease, whether it is held by an Aboriginal
or some other person, the holder may go about his
business as laid down in the lease. For example, if
mining were carried out, the leaseholder would
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have certain rights. He can continue to graze the
land and live on it.

The H-on. R. Thompson: All he leases is the
pasture.

The Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF: The leaseholder
may continue to go about his business. In fact, the
people who are on the land for mining purposes
have rather strict requirements imposed on them.
They must look after the fences, close the gates,
and generally act responsibly. If damage is
caused, they must pay for it. Nobody could
exclude a leaseholder from his lease.

I should like to draw attention to one other
aspect of this which perhaps the member did not
notice and that is, in clause 4 the following words
appear-

A person shall not without lawful
authority remain on any subject land after
being warned to leave it...

If an Aboriginal were there or if he were part of a
group, he would be entitled to be on a reserve as
of right.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Do not confuse
reserves with Aboriginal land. You do not
understand the difference.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF I am doing my
best, but no doubt the member will give us a
further explanation.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Aboriginal la nd and
Aboriginal reserves are two different matters. Do
not confuse them.

The Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF: If a person has the
authority, as a leaseholder or for any other
reason, he may remain on the land if he is entitled
to do so.

The Hon. R. Thompson: If the person lives
there; that is the difference between Aboriginal
land and Aboriginal reserves. They could live
there.

The Ron. 1. G. MEDCALF: If a person has a
lawful right to live there, that right is protected.

The Hon. R. Thompson: It is not a lawful right
to live there, because the Government has never
given them a lawful right.

The Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF: If they are there
unlawfully, it is a different matter. I imagine Mr
Thompson will give us some examples of this.

The Hon. R. Thompson: I will do so.
The Hon. i. G. MEDCALF: I believe we have

debated the legislation sufficiently at this stage.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee

The Deputy Chairman of Committees (the
Hon. T. Knight) in the Chair; the Hon. 1. 6.
Medcalf (Attorney General) in charge of the Bill.

Clauses I to 3 put and passed.
Clause 4: Offences-
The Hon. R. HETHERINGTON, The

Opposition opposes this clause. Despite our
having listened very carefully to the Attorney
General we still maintain our opposition to this
clause for the reasons we variously stated in our
second reading speeches. There is no need to
canvass the issue further, but I simply indicate we
will vote against the clause.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I respect the
Attorney General and his views and I have done
so for many years; but he is confused between
what is an Aboriginal reserve and what is
Aboriginal land. It is possible he is confused also
in regard to Aborigines, relationships, and a host
of other matters which come within the
Aboriginal community. I made this point during
the second reading stage, but I shall repeat it.

I wish Mr Withers was present but,
unfortunately, he has another engagement.
However, he would know that the Long Michael
Plain, just before Lake Argyle, is a
sacred site as far as Aborigines are concerned.
But it is not an Aboriginal reserve; the Aborigines
do not have any possession. That area is of great
importance to them.

About 10 years ago I went into a long
dissertation about diamond exploration in this
area. If the Government enters into an agreement
for that sort of exploration, under the terms of
this Bill, an Aboriginal or a group of Aborigines
who goes to that area-and they go there every
year-could be told by the owner or occupier of
the land to leave.

The ratification of this Bill will not mean that
Parliament is agreeing only to the Bill. Also
involved will be any document or instrument,
including a grant, a lease, a licence, a permit, an
approval, an authorisation, a right, a concession,
or an exemption. It goes a great deal further than
the average person might like it to go, and what
the average person might think is fair and
reasonable. I qualified my remarks during my
second reading speech by saying I understood the
intention of the Government. But, with regard to
the rights of Aborigines on their own lands, lands
and reserves are two totally different things.

The track record of this Government is not
good, and possibly it never will be good in
dealings with these people. Millions of acres of
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land have not been reserved as sacred to
Aborigines. There should be a clause in the Bill to
exclude such lands, other than reserves which are
allotted to these people. I am aware of the
Aboriginal Heritage Act, and the other Acts
concerning Aborigines, and I am not trying to
confuse members. It was sad that Mr Pike
interrupted on something he knew nothing about.

The Hon. R. Hetherington: There is nothing
new about that.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Until one
understands Aborigines, and their beliefs, one
should not interfere in their affairs. It is wrong.
We know of the recent instance when the
Qombulgurri tribe was in conflict with the
Government. The problem has been resolved
temporarily, but it will flare up again and again. I
made the point that the intention of this Bill is
pretty clear to me. By the same token, I said the
Attorney General could not give an assurance
because he may not be the Attorney General in 20
years' time. I doubt it.

The Hon. 1. G. Medcalf:. I doubt it, too!
The H-on. R. THOMPSON: I know that I will

not be standing in this place next August, but that
is the way Parliaments change. People change,
civil servants change, but the law does not change.
That is a crucial point; the law does not change. It
is set for somebody else to use in the future.

The Attorney General has not appreciated
these matters and he cannot answer them, or he
does not attempt to answer them.

The Hon. 1. 0. MEDCALF: I believe I can
answer, and I have attempted to answer. There is
an answer to what the honourable member is
saying. The honourable member was drawing a
pretty long bow. He is saying that at some future
date the Government may make an agreement in
relation to Crown land.

The Hon. R. Thompson: This Government can
do it, and it has done it.

The Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF: That can occur at
some date in the future. This Government, or
another Government, may make an agreement in
relation to Crown land on which there happens to
be an Aboriginal sacred site which has not been
subject to a reserve and, as a result of that
agreement, an Aboriginal could be ordered away
from that site. That is really what I think the
honourable member was saying.

The Hon. R. Thompson: I did not say that at
all. I did not say a sacred site; they are already
protected under the law. I referred to Aboriginal
lands. I said the Attorney General was confused.

The Hon. 1.0G. MEDCALF: It appears I do not
understand what the honourable member is
talking about.

The Hon. R. Thompson: I know you do not.
The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: It has been

established the Opposition supports this Bill, but
we are concerned about the penalties provided in
clause 4. Both the Hon. Ron Thompson and the
Attorney General said the penalties were not of
much concern because those set out are the
maximum penalties.

The Hon. R. Thompson: They do not mean a
thing; forget about them.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: I make the point
that Magistrate Hogg fined some offenders an
amount of $20. That case subsequently went to
appeal, and the $20 fine stood. The appeal was
dismissed.

The Hon. R. Thompson: They could have been
fined $1 500, and that is why the maximum does
not mean a thing.

The IHon. F. E. McKENZIE: Surely a
magistrate will take into account a maximum
penalty. If a fine of $20 was imposed where the
maximum was $1 500, a higher penalty will be
imposed where the maximum is $5 000. If the
maximum penalty had been threefold then surely
that $20 fine would have been higher.

The Hon. R. Thompson: The increased
maximum will mean a $60 fine.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: That is the point
I am making. The appeal already referred to may
have been upheld. I think maximum penalties are
of some importance. Surely magistrates take
those maximum penalties into account. When a
magistrate imposes a minimum fine, because he
regards an offence as not being serious, there is
always an outcry. If a maximum of $5 000 is set
in the Act, surely that will mean that fines will be
higher.

I know of no reason to increase the maximum
penalty. It is unlikely that anybody will be fined
$5 000 or imprisoned for 12 months, unless a very
serious offence is committed. I ask the Attorney
General to reconsider the point he made earlier;
that is, that maximum penalties are not of great
importance.

The Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF: I am not saying
that maximum penalties under an Act are not
important; I wanted to indicate that these are
maximum penalties, and it does not mean that a
magistrate or a court must impose the maximum.
The magistrate has a variety of punishments open
to him.
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Sometimes people are concerned because they
are fined more than another person who commits
the same offence. Different courts and different
magistrates award different penalties. This
happens all the time. Sometimes it causes
problems when the facts appear to be the same,
but usually we find that there are slight
differences of fact. I am not pretending that a
maximum penalty does not have a persuasive
effect-it surely does.

As I said earlier, the Government takes the
view that it regards such an offence as being in a
different category; the Opposition has indicated it
does not take that view. I think we should leave it
at that.

Clause put and a division taken with the
following result-

Ayes 16
Hon. G. W. Berry
Hon. V. J. Ferry
Hon. A. A. Lewis
Hon. G. C. MacKinnon
Hon. N. McNeil[
Hon. 1. G. Medcalf
Hon. N. F. Moore
Hon. 0. N. B. Oliver

Hon. D. W. Cooley
Hon. Lyla Elliott
Hon. R. Hetherington

Ayes
Hon. M. McAleer
Hon. W. Piesse
Hon. H. W. Gayfer

Hon. R. 0. Pike
Hon. 1.0G. Pratt
Hon. R. Thompson
Hon. J1. C. Tozer
Hon. R. J. L. Williams
Hon. W. R. Withers
Hon. D. J. Wordsworth
Hon. G. E. Masters

(Teller)
Noes 6

Hon. R. T. Leeson
Hon. F. E. McKenzie
Hon. F. F. Claughton

(Teller)
Pairs

Noes
Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs
Hon. Grace Vaughan
Hon. D. K. Dans

Clause thus passed.
Title put and passed.

Report

Bill reported, without amendment,
report adopted.

and the

Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by the Hon. 1.
0. Medcalf (Attorney General), and passed.

BILLS (3): ASSEMBLY'S MESSAGES
Messages from the Assembly received and read

notifying that it had agreed to the amendments
made by the Council to the following Bills-

I . Wheat Marketing Bill.
2. Industrial Arbitration Bill.
3. Metropolitan Region Town Planning

Scheme Act Amendment Bill (No. 2).

APPROPRIATION DILL (CONSOLIDATED
REVENUE FUND)

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 5th December.
THE HON. R. HETHERINGTON (East

Metropolitan) [3.17 p.m.]: Unfortunately when I
spoke to the tabled paper the other night I had
mislaid some of my files. I apologise to the House
for taking up some of its time this afternoon, and
I will be as quick as possible in what I have to
say. However, in supporting this Bill I want to
make some remarks.

At the beginning of the month I was fortunate
enough to be present at a conference held at the
University of Western Australia under the
auspices of the Western Australian Branch of the
Australian and New Zealand section of the
International Solar Energy Society.

From my point of view, as a politician, the
paper that interested me most personally was that
presented by Mr Justice Zelling, the Chairman of
the Law Reform Commission of South Australia.
He pointed out the implications for law-making
that the use of solar energy may bring about. For
instance, solar energy reflectors could cause
danger to aeroplanes, they could cause visual
pollution to the environment, and they could
present many other problems to which we, as
legislators, should put our minds over the next few
years. I have no doubt that solar energy will
become very important in Western Australia in
years to come.

I do not want to speak a great deal about the
conference because I believe the papers will be
available and will make interesting reading. I was
impressed by the number of projects being
pursued actively under the auspices of the Solar
Energy Research Institute of Western Australia.
However, I have received a complaint about
SERIWA which I think I should put on the
record for the consideration of the responsible
Minister in the hope that something might be
done about it.

It has been said to me there are problems with
applications for assistance for projects from
SERIWA because'the applicants are not always
informed why their applications were rejected. It
has been argued to me-and I see no reason to
reject this argument-that there is a need for a
reasoned objection to an application. Not all
applicants have been satisfied their applications
should have been rejected; they were unsure
sometimes whether their application was rejected
for some more or less minor thing or whether it
was a result of prejudice on the part of members
of the institute. I am not claiming this is the
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reason; I am just saying that some people who
have had applications rejected believe it may be
the reason.

This is not a healthy situation. It has been put
to me by one person who had a claim rejected
that he was not sure whether his project had been
properly assessed or at what stage of the
proceedings it had been rejected. Of course, of
necessity, secrecy is involved, It is important that
the processes of new inventions are not revealed to
other people. The institute should not say, "We
have rejected your application because there is a
similar, better one before us at the moment; it is
better in the following ways". I am sure this
would be one of the reasons applications are
rejected.

However, I can see no reason that applicants
should not be informed in some detail of the
intrinsic apparent weaknesses in their projects.
Perhaps also we should provide for some form of
appeal so that if the applicant is not satisfied he
can appeal to the authority or perhaps can put
forward his application in an amended form.

I believe also that SERIWA should be put
under the Ombudsman. As a matter of course,
whenever a new authority is established, we
should insert a clause placing it under the
Ombudsman. This would be preferable to having
a great list of authorities which are not under the
Ombudsman. With SERIWA, it is important
because one of the advantages of having an
Ombudsman is that in due course, if he is a good
Ombudsman he will acquire a reputation for
thorough inquiry, probity, and fairness, and in
cases where secrecy is involved, he can inquire
into the matter and at least inform the applicant
he has no grounds for complaint. Often this would
relieve the mind of the applicant arid perhaps
make him feel less paranoiac or under attack; it
would make him feel justice had been done.

The Hon. J. C. Tozer: Is the name SERIWA
widely used?

The Hon. R. H-ETHERINGTON: Yes; it
seemed to be used by everybody who talked to me
about it. As a matter of fact, the first time
somebody came up to me and said "SERIWA" I
could not work out what he meant.

The Hon. J.C. Tozer: Neither could 1.
The Hon. R. HETHERINGTON: It is

unfortunate we tend to use these initials. I was
reading a thesis once in which the writer spelt out
the name of whatever organisation he was talking
about the first time it was mentioned, and
thereafter used only the initials. By the time I
reached the fifth page, I was confronted by so

many different sets of initials I wondered what I
was reading about!

Another matter I wish to mention, in the field
of education, is the question of a nursing degree.
When the nursing course was established at the
Western Australian Institute of Technology it was
intended it would be a four-year degree course.
However, for various reasons, it was decided to
make it a three-year diploma course at the
Western Australian Institute of Technology.-

The Hon. J. C. Tozer: We do not mind you
using the term "WAIT".

The Hon. R. HETHERINGTON: The Sax
report on nursing training has been brought down
and I understand it contains a recommendation
that the holder of a three-year nursing diploma
would work in a hospital for three years and then
return to WAIT to obtain a degree. This will
involve some seven years from commencement of
studies to the awarding of a degree. Many people
are hoping the recommendations of the Sax report
will not be implemented. I understand the matter
is under consideration by the Government, and I
wonder whether it has made any firm decision on
these recommendations.

Many nurses think this is a desirable thing:
They are of the opinion that the time has come
when the nursing profession should be upgraded,
that they be degreed people, and that people
should stop treating them in hospital as though
they were of no importance.

One of the things which has happened with the
nursing profession-which I found when I had an
operation last year at the Sir Charles Gairdner
Hospital-is that more responsibility is being
given to nurses. A system had been introduced in
which a group of nurses under a sister had
responsibility for half a dozen patients. In fact,
they had complete and full responsibility for those
patients. The charge nurse had no right to
interfere in their activities, or override what they
did.

The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: She did not have a
right to interfere?

The Hon. R. HETHERINGTON: Before this
system, the sister in charge of the ward had
overall authority; she was in charge. Now, the
sister in charge of the small group in this
experiment cannot be ordered by the charge nurse
to change treatment. I found the system to be a
very good one; it worked extremely well and
seemed to be to the benefit of the patients.

Nurses want to be treated not as mere
appendages of the medical profession, but as
professional human beings in their own right. I
believe this would be a step in the right direction.
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I have no doubt same farm of formal degree
course eventually will be implemented, and the
sooner the better. I am sure the authorities are
considering this matter quite seriously.

I was talking recently to the New South Wales
Minister for Education, and he is giving the
problem serious thought in his State, despite the
fact he has not as yet assumed control of the
training of nurses.

It is suggested in the Sax report that nurses
take seven years to obtain a degree. I think this is
too long a period. In fact, it is longer than a
medical practitioner takes to get his MB, BS. I do
not suggest the Government either accept or
reject the report. However, it must be considered
carefully.

I was interested the other day to see the
Minister for Education had been reported in The
West Australian as saying 40 per cent of
education funds in Western Australia werd to be
spent on rural education. It is interesting to see
how things are reported in the Press. I do not
know what the Minister's original statement was,
but the Press statement indicated that 40 per cent
of these funds was being spent on rural education.
I gathered from reading the statement that what
was proposed was an increase in the amount of
education funds being spent in rural areas. What
the Minister said in fact was that the Government
will not decrease the amount; it will continue as in
the past.

I would not like to make a promise that 40 per
cent or 45 per cent of education funds in any one
year would be spent on rural education or that 60
per cent of the funds would be spent in the
metropolitan area. In any given year much would
depend on the needs of any particular sector of
the education system. It is rather a pity these
things are said or-to be charitable-are reported
as they are.

I had passed on to me by a gentleman who had
been visiting in the north-west a letter from a
person in Shay Gap. The contents of the letter
surprised me and it reads as follows-

Having missed you when you called at my
home, I would now like to pose a question
that has never been answered 'to my
satisfaction.

I have a daughter attending South
Hedland High School and consequently
living at Hardie House Hostel. The cost of
living at the Hostel is $570.00 per term and
the assistance given is as follows:

Boarding away from
home allowance 50.00

(188)

Assistance for isolated
children

Goldsworthy Mining Ltd.
166.67

Education Assistance 200.00
Total: $416.67

The total of said allowances is $416.67
which leaves $153.3 3 1 have to pay out of my
own pocket (3 times per year).
Question:-Why, because of my job's
geographical location and lack of school
facilities, should it cost me anything to send
my daughter to high school?

I sympathise with the author of the letter. I was
surprised to find the living-away-from-home
allowance is only $50 a term.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: That was reinstated
by the Court Government after the Tonkin
Government had cancelled it.

The Hon. R. HETHERINGTON: Having been
reinstated three years ago, it is not very much.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: It is $150 more than
the Tonkin Government gave.

The Hon. R. HETHERINGTON: It should be
more.

The I-on. W. R. Withers: There should be a
higher living-away-From-home allowance.

The Hon. R. HETHERINGTON: One of the
problems is that people in this position Find they
still have to pay willy-nilly if their children are to
get an ordinary high school education.

The H-on. W. R. Withers: He is paying less
than most people.

The Hon. R. HiETHERINGTON: That may
be the ease, and therefore we should consider the
matter carefully. I am not saying that should a
Labor Government gain office it would
immediately make sure these people paid nothing
and the Government paid the lot. As Mr Withers
knows, much as he would like his Government to
do the same, the funds are just not available. This
is just another of the problems faced by people in
the north-west.

The Hon. W, R. Withers: If he were an
Aboriginal he would get it all paid for him.

The Hon. R. HETHERINGTON: I have taken
note of something the member said a long time
ago; something that should be seriously
considered; that is, disadvantaged people are
disadvantaged people.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: Exactly.
The Hon. R. HETHERINGTON: Perhaps we

should make grants available to all disadvantaged
people, whether they be white or black. Mr
Withers and I do agree on this point. We should
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consider seriously doing something like this. One
of the things which happens when people
undertake positive discrimination to make up for
disadvantages which one section of the
community has suffered in the past is that they
produce a situation where the hitherto
disadvantaged section receives advantages that
other people do not have.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: I have tried to do
something about this.

The Hon. R. HETHERINGTON: I have
noticed what the member has said over the past
V5 years; I have not been unaware of what he has
said. 1 am not disagreeing. Even when we did
disagree on one Bill because I was not prepared to
support an amendment moved by Mr Withers, I
did take the point he made that wherever possible
we should not have racist legislation. We should
try to help disadvantaged people of whatever
kind. This would mean that if we helped
disadvantaged people, a higher proportion of
Aborigines would receive help because a high
proportion of Aborigines are disadvantaged.

These things become noticeable when, with the
best intentions in the world, people help sections
of the community which have suffered grave
disadvantages compared with the rest of the
community. Anomalies do appear. I am not
condemning the people who have tried to help
Aborigines with special grants; but I think certain
anomalies have now appeared about which we
should try to do something. I know Mr Withers
would not disagree.

The Hon. J. C. Tozer: You realise that fellow is
clearly earning too much to qualify for
Commonwealth allowances?

The Hon. R. HETHERINGTON: The point I
am making-and I am not trying to attack or
defend anyone-is that I have become aware of
this problem, having read this gentleman's letter
and I am trying to make other members aware of
the situation. I am not suggesting members who
have interjected do not know the situation.

The Hon. J. C. Tozer: Clearly the fees include
the board and lodging for the child, which he
would be paying anyway.

The Hon. R. 1-ETHERINCTON: The point I
am making is that this is one area where it does
not matter what a person's salary is. A person in
the metropolitan area is at an advantage. We
need to consider how we can help the people who
are disadvantaged by living in the north-west.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: That is a refreshing
change from a Labor member.

The Hon. R. HETHERINGTON: Not really.
The Labor Party has always been an egalitarian
party which believes in helping the disadvantaged.

The Hon, W. R. Withers: The Tonkin Labor
Government did not demonstrate that; it
cancelled some of these things.

The Hon. R. HETHERINGTON: I do not
ktiow whether it did or did not do that; but even
Homer nods. I reached maturity under a very
good Labor Government-the Chifley Federal
Labor Govern ment-wh ich was very much aware
of the problems of people in rural areas. Always I
have been aware of the problems confronting
people in rural areas. I am aware that an
egalitarian party has to look with special intererst
at people in rural areas because they have such
problems. After all, this is merely applying a basic
Labor principle. There is nothing new about it. If
members say that at various times the ALP has
not lived up. to these principles sufficiently,
perhaps that is the case; perhaps there was a
reason. Certainly it is something we intend to
study very closely in the future, We must examine
all sorts of problems to ascertain whether perhaps
we can give greater help to people in these areas.

The Hon, W. R. Withers: I am pleased we can
go forward on a united front.

The Hon. R. HETHERINGTON: It is good to
havc some sort of agreement. This is one of the
things 1 have said in an article which will be
published in February in the WACCSO journal
and it will also mention that I did attend the rural
education conference which was under the
auspices of the OECD and the Education
Department. It *seemed to me that some of the
things said there-and I hope they are accepted
by the Government-are quite in line with the
Labor Party policy which I helped to write in
1976 when Mr Bryce was the shadow Minister for
Education in the Labor Party. We brought that
up to date a little in 1978.

The comments at the conference were quite in
line with our policy and we may reach the happy
day when we can have bi-partisan policies on
rural education. We are moving towards this. We
on this side of the House are very much aware of
the problems of the country and rural education.

The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: You must have
been well aware that that was taken away from
the country.

The Hon. R. HETHEBRINGTON: I was not in
Government then. I was changing and up-dating
policies. There is quite a lot in the policy. I was
helping to change the platform. I was not writing
the Government's policy. In due course I will
select parts from that platform when working on

5922



[Thursday, 6th December, 1979] 52

the policy for the coming election. It is a good
platform and I wish we could implement all of it
in the first three years in Government, but if we
tried to do that we would take the total' Budget
and it would be difficult because there is so much
that needs to be done.

The Hon. D, J. Wordsworth: I hope you work
out where you will get the money from.

The H-on. R. H-ETHERINGTON: Of course
we will do that. We have to be careful and
responsible and of course we cannot do
immediately all the things we want to do. We will.
have to be selective and of course if we gain office
the plans will be slightly different from those of
the present Government because our priorities
tend to be different.

I was quite heartened to hear the comments at
the rural education conference. Many of the
hopes which were expressed will have to wait for a
while because they cannot all be carried out.
What came out of the conference was the clear
expression of the needs of and for rural
education. Successive Governments will have to
try to measure up to these needs as far as possible.
I am not claiming that any Government will give
help for all those needs. certainly I hope we will
have a clear appreciation of the needs of rural
education and that this matter will be taken
seriously.

The Hon. J. C. Tozer: Do you realise that the
Government at present subsidises that hostel at $6
a day? It is double what others are receiving.

The Hon. R. H-ETHERINGTQN: [ realise the
present Government does many things, but that
does not mean that more things are not required.

I do hope while Mr Toter is busy interjecting
he is also busy intervening on behalf of these
people. I hope he will tell me in due course
whether the principal-and the same applies to
teachers in Onslow who are badly housed-does
need a new house and whether there was some
sort of promise made to the principal of the
school. He was to get a house which is now
allocated to the Police Department.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: He had the best
house in town and because there is a better one
being built he wants that. He is a selfish and self-
centred man, but also happens to be a good
teacher and he plays on that.

The Hon. R. HETHERINGTON: I have not
heard from him. I have seen a letter from the
PCA. I intend to do what I usually do when I
have the time, that is, to make inquiries.
However. I want to put the letter on record and
see whether I can Find out more about the matter.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: I know him very well,
I have supported him and I have written letters on
all sorts of things. He is a selfish and self-centred
man.

Sitting suspended from 3.4S to 4.03 p.m.
The Hon. R. HETHERINGTON: I am a little

concerned about an answer I received from the
Minister for Education recently about the
extension of the isolated students matriculation
scheme. As a matter of fact, I was talking about it
to somebody who was quite surprised to think the
Government would admit what it has
admitted-that services are being duplicated. The
question I asked was-

(I) Does the recent extension of the isolated
students matriculation scheme to adults
of IS years and over duplicate work
already done by the Technical Extension
Service?

The answer was "Yes." So we have a duplication
of work which is already done by the isolated
students matriculation scheme, which was
originally established to look after isolated
students in rural areas. Now the scheme has
moved into the area of preparing adult students in
the metropolitan area for the tertiary admissions
examinations, which has been done for some time
by the Technical Extension Services. In fact, the
Minister said in reply to another part of that
question that both Technical Extension Services
and the isolated students matriculation scheme
prepare students for tertiary admissions
examinations. So, they are both doing the same
thing.

I am wondering what is happening, bearing in
mind that every time I attend an educational
function where the Premier is speaking he talks
about getting value for the educational dollar. I
would not have thought we were getting value for
the educational dollar by setting up two schemes
which were overlapping and both of which Were
doing the same thing. I am wondering what this
presages for the future. Does it mean the isolated
students matriculation scheme is another of the
empires which seem to be beintg built lately in the
Education Department, and that it is now to make
a take-over bid as far as the Technical Extension
Services is concerned? This is what some people
in Technical Extension Services think is about to
happen and they are very concerned about it.

I am not at all sure what is happening in the
Education Department at present, or, with a
number of things which are teetering on the verge
of decision or which are happening in the
Education Department, what we will come back
to next year, and what the present Minister hopes
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to do when Parliament is in recess and we in
Parliament cannot examine his actions.

1 have become more and more concerned as I
have heard more rumours about what is
happening and I am approached by people who
have concern about what may be happening to
their institution and their courses, I mentioned
some of these in my Budget speech. Here is
another case.

I wish we could have some clear statements of
the intentions; or, with so much going on in the
department and so many changes being made, it
might be a good idea for the Minister to issue a
green paper outlining possible or suggested
changes so that they can be discussed and we are
not raced with fail accomplis getting rid of useful
institutions which might otherwise be retained.

We need more talk, hut talk and open
discussion does not seem to have been the policy
of the present Minister since he has been in office,
and he does not seem to have grown in grace in
this area since he has been Minister. This is most
unfortunate because the Education Department is
changing, and it needs to change in a whole range
of areas. These matters need to be discussed with
the whole community, not with a small coterie of
people, and particularly not the various
committees set up by WAPSEC, which seems to
be firmly determined to build a new series of
educational empires. I know one of that
commission's great faults is its desire to empire
build, and it is something which should be
discouraged and watched very carefully; otherwise
we will have a proliferation and duplication of
services which can be a great waste of money at a
time when every possible dollar needs to be
squeezed into the education system so that we can
get the maximum benefit from it. Much needs to
be done and will always need to be done.

The State Government recently announced
plans for a scheme to train a pool of skilled
persons who will be needed for the development of
the North-West Shelf gas project. I adverted to
this the other day. The Federal Government also
has announced a project, to cost up to $150
million, to ease the transition to work of school
leavers. These schemes have doubtless been
developed in response to industry's need for
skilled tradesmen in the North-West Shelf gas
project, and in response to growing community
concern about the plight of the unemployed
school leaver in the case of the Federal
Government's project.

I know the unions have some reservations about
these schemes, at which I have not had time to
look closely, but they have been developed for

these reasons and in response to the growing
community concern about the plight of
unemployed school leavers. However, one factor
we must bear in mind is that unemployment
figures continue to show women as the worst hit
by the current record levels of unemployment.
Female school leavers. are significantly worse off
in the job stakes than are their male counterparts.
Adult female unemployment is higher than male
unemployment and, unlike the recent slight
improvement in the male figures, the position of
adult females has deteriorated.

As opportunity for employment in areas
traditionally filled by women contracts, female
unemployment will continue to worsen. As I have
mentioned previously, word processors are rapidly
replacing typists, and automatic retailing
processors will displace large numbers of females
in this industry.

Instead of being concerned about the plight of
unemployed women, many of whom are the sole
or main supporters of their families, some people
in Western Australia seem to regard all women
who work as being greedy wives who are trying to
get extra money. But of course the majority of
women who work need to work to support their
families. There has been a fairly savage campaign
to blame women workers for the lack of job
opportunities for young people.

Bearing in mind the State Government and
Federal Government schemes, I wonder how
many women will be given the opportunity to
become skilled in a trade under the training
programme for the North-West Shelf. How much
of the $150 million will be spent in upgrading the
skills of female school leavers and retrainiitg
female workers who are made redundant by
technological advances?

It seems to me now is the time to encourage
girls away from vocational courses in areas where
job opportunities are contracting and the areas
where women traditionally have been employed,
and start providing them with the skills for new
jobs which they can do, even if they are in areas
which to date have been the prerogative of males.
I have mentioned previously that in the Pilbara
the great haul packs can be and are being driven
by women. Women now can do a whole range of
skilled jobs, and I hope the Government will
ensure that at* least a large percentage of the
opportunities being given - under its training
scheme-if they are given and the scheme
works-will be made available to women and
female school leavers. This would be a great step
forward and I would be glad if the Government
would consider it. It is a step which I hope the
Government will take.
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I now wish to comment on three speeches which
have been made in this House recently. One I will
comment on briefly, more in sorrow than in
anger, and that is the speech made by Mr Moore.
When I was referring to Mr Moore's Budget
speech I said that generally I thought it was a
good speech which he had researched well. I did
not agree with all his conclusions-as a matter of
fact I thought some of them were wildly
wrong-but it~ was obviously the work of careful
thought. But what disappointed me was to notice
how people have changed since they first came
into Parliament. I am sad to see that Mr Moore
seems to have joined the confrontation ist school of
the Liberal Party; I had not really expected it of
him. He said in his speech-

We Find ourselves without the Labor
Party's support when we confront the
extremist environmentalist groups within our
society-groups which'- believe everything
nature does is good and everything man does
is bad.

This is very unspecific. I am not quite sure about
which groups he is talking. Certainly many of the
members of environmentalist groups whom I have
met-and some of them I do not agree with-are
not extremists.

It seems to me such extremist groups that are
around are not very significant. Certainly they
disagree strongly with the Government. I was at a
Labor Party meeting at which an
environmentalist group was invited to speak on
wood chipping.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: Was that the fellow
you endorsed?

The Hon. R. H-ETHERINGTON: No. The
speaker roundly abused us; he did not like the
Labor Party at all. However, we were prepared to
listen to his viewpoint. As a matter of fact, I
would like to hear it again because I did not have
time to hear his entire argument. Eventually-I1
missed an opportunity this year-[ want to look
at the wood-chip areas.

The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: We will arrange it
any time you like.

The Hon. R. HETHrERINGTON: One was
arranged earlier this year, but for various reasons
1 could not go. I hope next year to look at the area
and hear the views of both sides. We are not in
the game of confrontation; we want conciliation
and mediation.

The Hon. N. F. Moore: There will come a time.
The Hon. R. HETH-ERINGTON: I do not

think the time has come. There is too much

huffing, puffing, and confronting around the
place, and it is a pity.

I will make passing reference to the Labor
Party's alleged "flirtation with the trendies".

The Hon. N. F. Moore: I quoted some of your
members; those are their words, not mine.

The Hon. R. HETHERINGTON: Mr Moore
quoted a couple of people. He quoted Mr Ron
Thompson, who is no longer one of our members;
and Mr Kim Beazley, who despite the interjection
of the Leader of the House did not create any
controversy at all. I was present when he made
that statement. We have learned that as much as
we love and respect Mr Beazley, we cannot
always take notice of everything he says. There
are some areas in which he tends to be a little
ascetic.

The Hon. R. J1. L. Williams: Let me make this
point: He was never known to tell a lie.

The H-on. R. HETHERINGTON: I pay him
full credit; he is a dedicated, honest man who, as
Minister for Education in the Whitlamn
Government, did a great deal of good for this
community. I have always known, liked, and
respected Mr Beazley. I am not trying to knock
him in any way at all. He is respected by people
from all sides of Parliament, even when they
disagree with him. Despite his saintly qualities,
Mr Beazley is not quite a saint yet, and
sometimes he is wrong. His statements do not
always put the Labor Party into confusion,
although sometimes they have in the past in
respect of other matters.

What I am saying is that, of course, the Labor
Party attracts reformers of all sorts. Sometimes
we might be a little embarrassed by some of them.
But where else do reformers go other than to the
reform party in Western Australia? The Labor
Party is the reform party, the party of concern,
and the party of equality. In fact, in my opinion
despite its ups and downs it is basically a fine
party. That is why I joined it in 1959, coolly and
deliberately and after a great deal of thought. We
attract all sorts of people to the party, and I do
not always go along with everybody within the
party on every matter, which is well known
because in the Press regularly appear reports of
so-called disputes wi -thin the party which are
supposed to be about to tear it apart. When the
day comes that there are not disputes within the
party, I will leave it because it will be dead. As
long as it is a reform party divisions and
arguments will occur and it will be a healthy,
democratic party.

I do not want to comment on our failure to
support the Government in respect of the public
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assembly laws in the Pilbara. I think we said
enough about that when talking about
amendments to the Police Act. However, I wish to
comment on the following remarks by Mr
Moore-

Also, the attitude of the Opposition during
the recent Hamersicy dispute was most
disturbing. That dispute caused the loss of
$85 million in revenue and cash flow to the
company, and the loss of $7 million in wages
to workers. The Labor Party was strangely
silent, and the running was made by the
TLC.

Well, the Labor Party did not make a lot of noise.
I have said before and 1 will repeat it, that it is a
pity some of the Ministers in this Government
were not a little more silent during that issue
instead of exacerbating the dispute as they did.
However, silence does not always mean that one is
not doing something. In fact a deputation of
Labor members, comprising Mr Dans, Mr Bryce,
and Mr Skidmore went to the area and spoke to
management, labour, and unions. They tried to
use their good offices in mediation. They were not
making a noise in public to gain Press attention,
but were trying to mediate and conciliate.

The Hon. N. F. Moore: Not very successfully.
The Hon. R. HETHERINGTON: The dispute

ended in due course.
The Hon. N. F. Moore: After 10 weeks.
The Hon. R. HETHERINGTON: It would

have ended sooner had Ministers of the
Government said less and not tried to make the
issue worse.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: I am forming the
opinion that Mr Moore is getting slightly less
than a distinction.

The Hon. N. F. Moore: About 2 out of 10, 1
think.

The Hon. R. HETH-ERINGTON: I would not
necessarily give him a low mark just because he is
wrong.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Thai is this new
education; it does not matter what your spelling is
like, as long as you can understand it.

The Hon. R. HETHERINGTON: If the
Leader of the House wishes me to go back to
when I was an academic-

The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: That is not too
fa r.

The Hon. R. HETHERINGTON: -1 would
tell him that I used to give a good mark [or a bad
argument presented well.

The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: That's how you
got the post.

The Hon. R. HETHERINGTON: I do not
think that is a worthy comment.

Since I have been in this House many people
have commented about disgraceful speeches, and
speeches that would have been better not made. I
was distressed by remarks made by Mr Tozer
when he spoke on the Budget. I think it would
have been better had some of his remarks not
been made. Let me make my position quite clear.
At one stage-and I will not say when because it
is not relevant-the Leader of the House by
interjection said that I knew that what was said
about what was happening in the north-west was
true. In fact I did not. I am the first to admit that
there is a great deal about the north-west that I
do not know. Certainly I am not privy to any
great plots by the Labor Party, real or alleged,
that are going on in the north-west. I do not
believe they are. I do not know the truth of the
allegations made, apart from what I have read in
judgments, newspaper reports, transcripts, and
the like.

However, I do think that one should be very
careful, when under the privilege of Parliament.
about making remarks about alleged disloyalty of
Government officials. Mr Tozer did himself no
good and did this House no good when he made
his remarks. He said, amongst other things-

In general terms we have too many officers
who are paid by the Western Australian
taxpayers who are not giving 100 per cent of
their effort to their employers. In fact, there
are too many of these people who are
actually and deliberately working against the
best interests and the policies of the
Government, their employer.

He was not very specific, and that is why I find
his remarks difficult to understand.

He later talked about "an anthropoligist, who
after a number of years of subversive activities..

I1 do not know what subversive activities are,
nor do I know what the honourable gentleman
was talking about. But it is a fairly strong
statement. He talked about a newsletter and how
he and Alan Ridge had presented to the
newsletter articles which were not printed. He
said that material presented by Ernie Bridge and
Peter Dowding was not published, either. By
implication he said he was lied to on the telephone
in respect of the reason for non-publication. Hie
said, "The reason for non-publication given to me
on the telephone-not by Jimmy Bieundurry
himself, but by a little girl in his office who
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perhaps has strong political leanings . 'That is
a typical sexist remark.

The Hon. N. F. Moore: She might have been a
little girl.

The Hon, R. HETHERINGTON: 1 wonder
how big this little girl was. Just listen to this-

The reason for non-publication given to me
on the telephone-not by Jimmy Bieundurry
himself, but by a little girl in his office who
perhaps has strong political leanings-was
that there may be other candidates.

He implied that was not true. The implication was
that this little girl, who could answer telephones
in the office and have strong political leanings,
was giving misinformation and was not telling the
truth. What really worried me was the exchange
which occurred a little later. 1 quote from page
4452 of Hansard as follows-

Perhaps it is felt I have tended to paint
every off icer associated with welfare
activities with the same black brush, but that
is not so at all. I suggest at least 50 per cent
of the officers are honest, hard-working, and
loyal.

The Hon. R. Hetherington: Are you saying
50 per cent are not honest or loyal?

The Hon. J. C. TOZER: Yes, I am.
Later he amended that when he said-

I have said more than 50 per cent are
loyal, trustworthy officers who are faithfully
doing their duty.

That is not what he said earlier; he started to slip
away from his earlier statement. That was a
disgraceful statement to make because it says that
of all the welfare officers employed by the State
Government-the accusation was not
specific-SO per cent -are disloyal and dishonest.
That is, one in two of them are disloyal and
dishonest. I would not like to point the finger at a
group of public servants anywhere and say, "Of
that group. one in two is dishonest and disloyal."
If in fact that is the case, the Government should
do something about purging its Public Service.

Personally, 1 find it hard to believe. It means
that of all the public servants working in the
north-west half do not know whom amongst them
arc supposedly dishonest and disloyal. Mr
Withers interjected and said some of them are
telling lies, but when I queried him he was not
prepared to say it was 50 per cent. I was glad of
that.

Those comments made by Mr Tozer leave
unsubstantiated allegations in the air. They are
like the remarks made about the American State
Department during the MeCarthyite era. I

certainly hope 1 do not have to listen to such
remarks again. If Mr Tozer has something
specific to say about people who might then be
defended, let him say it. He must be very careful
to ensure that when he makes such remarks they
are not libellous. If he has statements to make, let
him be careful and not smear 50 per cent of the
Government's welfare officers in the north-west. I
do not want to say' more about that. 1 am shocked
and surprised that anybody in this House would
say such things.

The third member about whom I want to say
something is Mr Pratt. Last night, with reference
to the Woodman Point-Jervoise Bay matter he
made a comment about a member in another
place-Mr Barnett, the member for Rockingham.

The Hon. 1. G. Pratt: I said wktt he had said in
a paper, not what he said in another place.

The Hon. R. HETHERINGTON: Mr Pratt
was talking about a member in the other place,
and he made a claim about a throw-away paper.

The Hon. 1. G. Pratt: I did not use the words
"throw-away paper". That was Mr Dants.

The Hon. R. H-ETH-ERINGTQN: He said he
made a claim in The Sound Advertiser. Are we
satisfied with that? I will now quote, so that the
honourable gentleman will not accuse me of
twisting his words. Mr Pratt said-

However, Mr Barnett claimed that an area
had been taken by the Governmnt-a
recreational area-to build the platform
jackets for the North-West Shelf project.
That has never been claimed. That statement
is completely untrue. I have checked with the
Minister concerned and have had it
confirmed that this has never been the
reason.

1 have another quote-
It is considered particularly suitable for

providing sites for the fabrication of jackets
and module units needed for the North-West
Shelf gas project which is of such vital
importance to Western Australia.

They were the remarks of the Minister (the Hon.
June Craig) when she was discussing that Bill in
another place. If the member does not believe
that, he can look at it himself. I will give him the
reference.

It seems that there was some evidence that the
area had been taken for precisely the reasons that
Mr Barnett claimed.

The Hon. 1. G. Pratt: ItI was never claimed that
those jackets would be made there. The fact that
a piece of a land is suitable does not mean they
will be constructed there.
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The Hon. R. HETHERINGTON: A
responsible Minister introducing a Bill would be
very careful about her words. It would seem to me
that in fact-

The Hon. 1. G. Pratt: It might seem you are
wrong.

The Hon. ft. HETHERINGTON: I ask Mr
Pratt to wait until I have finished my sentence.

The Hon. 1. G. Pratt: What you have said so
far-

The Hon. ft. HETHERINGTON: All I have
done so far is to read two speeches. I was going to
say it seems to me that Mr Barnett had some
reason for believing that this was the case.

The Hon. 1. G. Pratt: If he had checked his
facts, he would have found it was not said it
would be used for that.

The Hon. R. HETHERINGTON: I have had a
look at Hansard. Certainly there is a strong
implication that this will be the case. The member
can wriggle as much as he likes, but I think his
statements were-

The Hon. 1. G. Pratt: You have not said
anything that contradicts what I said last night.
All you have said is that the land is suitable. You
have not said anything about its use.

The Hon. R. HETHERINGTON: I will repeat
that the Minister stated quite clearly, when
discussing the taking of this land, that it was
suitable.

The Hon. 1.6G. Pratt: Yes.
The Hon. R. HETHERINGTON: If it is

regarded as suitable and that is not an implication
that it may happen, I do not know what it is.

The Hon. 1. 0. Pratt: Many things may
happen. The fact that a site is suitable for a hotel
does not mean one will be built on it.

The Hon. R. HETHERINGTON: If I bought
a piece of land and stated it was suitable for a
hotel, one would expect-anyway, [ think that-

The Hon. 1. G. Pratt: You used Mr Claughton's
words with bated breath.

The Hon. Rt. HETHERINGTON: I wanted to
make that point-

The Hon. 1. 0. Pratt: I think we need some
more clarification.

The Hon. R. HETHERINGTON: Perhaps Mr
Pratt will receive some in due course. That is the
information I wanted to put before the House.

As a member of a House of Review, as this is a
money Bill, I support it.

THE H-ON. R. F. CLAUGHTON (North
Metropolitan) [4.35 p.m.]: This is the

Appropriation Bill by which the Government is
appropriating some $1 600 million, which is a
substantial increase on the amount last year, the
year before, and the year before that. It is
astronomical in terms of the Budgets presented in
the years when I first entered Parliament.

Not once in the last three years have I heard
the Government say, before introducing its
Budget, that it will increase its spending. There
has been no searching of the Budget by the media
to ascertain from where the money was comning
for those increases. However, as I say, each year
the amount has increased.

As Mr H-etherington indicated, when we come
to Government next year the situation will be
much the same as it has been in the past Budgets.
When the Labor Party was electioneering in past
years, and talking about its platform, there was a
cry about costs, and so on. However, discussion
about the intentions of the parties in government
seem to have run its race. I hope that will be the
case when we have the next election; otherwise
the Press wilt be rather hypocritical if it does not
require the Liberal Government to account for its
spending programmes.

I did some research on the period of the Court
Government since its election, and also on the
Budget prior to that election. I was interested to
learn what had happened over those years. I know
the Government makes much of its expertise or
supposed expertise in industrial development and
what it means in job creation. I point out that, as
far as mining is concerned, it involves only I per
cent of the work force; so we should not look to
mining development as a large provider of jobs.

I wish that in those three years the Government
had paid more attention to the encouragement of
manufacturing industry. That industry provides a
far greater number of employment positions at a
much lower cost. The last comparative figures I
heard quoted indicate that in the mining industry
a job costs in the vicinity of $500 an employee,
whereas in manufacturing it is around $20 000 an
employee. Therefore, any given quantity of
investment money produces many more jobs for
our children than it does in mining. There is good
reason for more attention to be paid to our
manufacturing industries. Although mining
projects provide extravagant propaganda about
the multi-million dollar costs of the proposals, the
less spectacular manufacturing industry is the far
better source of employment.

In the 1975-76 publication The Western
Australian Economy on page I I the Treasurer
said-
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At the end of June 1976 the total number
of civilian employees was only 1.1% above
the level a year earlier. However this was the
highest State increase with the exception of
South Australia (1.5%) and compared with a
0.7% reduction in the civilian workforce for
Australia as a whole.

When we look at the figures in the table on that
page, under the heading "Government" we find
the number of employees is 113 200, and for
private employment 272 000. When we turn to
the publication The Western Australian Economy
for 1976-77 we find that there has been a change
in the figures. For "Government" the figure has
been altered to 127 000 compared with 113 200,
and for "private" it has been changed to 258 100
as compared with 272 000.

If the figures in the latter publication had been
used in the Budget papers prior to the 1977
election, the Government would not have looked
as good. It would have shown that private civilian
employment had fallen by 3.8 per cent and
Government employment had increased by 10.4
per cent. On those figures the claim at that time
that the Government was doing a good job would
have been very difficult to substantiate.

When we look at the comparative table given in
the Budget papers for this year, we cannot help
wondering whether an error of some magnitude
has been made, and a false picture has been
created for the public.

Of course, we will not know whether that is so
until the figures come out next year. There is no
apology in these papers for that very significant
error.

In 1976 the Government claimed it was holding
down Government employment, but there was an
increase of 10 per cent and the employment
situation would have been mnuch more serious had
that increase not occurred.

Similarly, the Government is claiming good
management and expertise in business. If we look
at the current Figures contained in The Western
Australian Economy, 1978-79, and the categories
given on page 8 we see the classifications which
deal with the areas in which the Government
claims it performs best. We see mining and
manufacturing and, to take mining first, over the
12-month period there was a fall of 10.5 per cent
in employment; that is, the figure went from
20 900 to 18 700 and it followed a decline of 3 per
cent in the previous year. Over the last two years
there has been a decline in jobs in the mining
industry, which is the very section about which
the Government makes all sorts of claims. It
refers to hundreds of jobs being made available as
a result of new developments. We have become

used to hearing this sort of rhetoric included in
the pre-election propaganda of the Court
Government and prior to that the Brand-Court
Government.

In the manufacturing sector we see a decline of
.6 per cent for the year ending June, 1979; that is
the percentage comparison with the previous year.
It followed a decline of 2.1 per cent over the year
ending June, 1976.

In the construction sector there has again been
a decline over the 12 months of a level of 8.7 per
cent. That followed a decline of 2.8 per cent in
1976.

In transport and storage there was a decline of
.9 per cent following a decline of .2 per cent in the
1976 year. In the communications sector there
was a decline of 2.5 per cent following a decline of
.3 per cent in the 1976 year.

There was a decline in all the public sector
areas to which I have just referred and it is
indicative of the management of the Court
Government during that period. If we went back
to 1977, we would find a similar trend.

The increases which have occurred have been
mainly in the services sectors and the Government
sector, and those improvements have been rather
minor except for one or two which stand out.

In forestry, fishing, and hunting, for example,
there has been a growth of 9.5 per cent over the
last Financial year and in the year ending June,
1976, there was an increase of 10 per cent in the
community services classification.

Over the three-year period between June, 1976,
and June, 1979, the employment growth, as
shown in these Budget papers, has been 10 500 in
the Government sector and 5 500 in the private
sector. The Government has little to be proud of
in its management of the State during the three
years it has been in office.

I would like to believe the public were able to
be made aware of this rather abysmal
performance. If the poor management of the
Government is evident anywhere it is most evident
in the housing industry where there has been a
notable decline which is reflected in the
population Figures. According to the Government,
as a result of the migration of people from other
States to Western Australia the employment
situation in the rest OF the country has been
helped somewhat; but that is not reflected in the
figures of population growth.

I will not weary the House with all those
figures, but over the last year the growth of
population as a result of migration in historical
terms has been rather small. It was in the area of
8 000 to 9 000 and was one of the lowest Figures
for a considerable time.
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There has been a marked decline in the public
sector in the construction of new dwellings. The
same situation applies in the private sector. In
1972-73 a total of 12 493 completions were
carried out in the private sector. The total number
of complet ions was 14 700 which indicates
approximately 2 200 completions were carried out
in the public sector. In 1973-74-that is the last
year of the Tonkin Government-there were
13 499 completions in the private sector out of a
total of 16063, indicating approximately 2 100
homes were constructed in the Government
sector. In the latest Figures for the year 1978-79
which appear on page 12 of the Budget papers, of
a total of 14 743, there were 13 597 completions
in the private sector indicating approximately
1 100 completions in the public sector.

As a result of requests for housing received by
members, they will be well aware there is a strong
need for homes to be constructed for the lower
income earner. This need is not being met by the
Government.

When I asked recently how many rental and
purchase homes were being provided in my
electorate, the figure with which I was provided
was discouraging. I do not have the details with
me. but a few hundred homes only were being
provided throughout the whole of my province.

The Figures I have quoted illustrate that this
Government has performed poorly over the last
three years. It is little wonder that on all counts
the public arc thoroughly disenchanted with the
Government. It may not be a matter of surprise
that, at the present time, the indications are that
there is an improvement in the economy, an
upturn in building, more confidence among
businessmen, and so on. We expect to hear those
sorts of comments prior to an election. Of course,
a few months after the election, we Find all that
hope and expectation has come to nought

I would like to refer to budget papers in greater
detail in order to explain the full story. For
example, I would have liked to show the extent of
Government spending of a capital nature. Under
a proposition put forward by the Labor Party it is
maintained that, in times of recession, the
Government must step in and make up the slack
in the private sector in order to compensate. This
has been disputed hotly by our opponents.

We have a Federal Liberal Party Government
which is doing its best to slash funds allocated to
the States and this is having consequences on the
levels of employment.

Other members have pointed out the increases
in the number of bankruptcies in the State. Only
last evening I was talking to an accountant who

told me that most of his staff of approximately 30
are engaged full time sorting out the problems of
businessmen who are in financial trouble.

As an aside, I indicate that a number of people
who were customers of one, Mr M~oll, are
experiencing great financial problems. It is easy
enough not to feel sorry for doctors, having
deservedly got themselves a very bad name in the
community. But, as in all things, we should not
generalise about people. Individual cases have to
be considered and I suggest this is a time when,
perhaps, we should be studying the problems
which have been created for people who took the
man at trust, and who are now in genuine
financial difficulties not of their own making. I
understand that some of those people are having
the heavy hand of the taxation commissioner
pressed down upon them in a must unsympathetic
manner.

The PRESIDENT: Order! Members are aware
or the fact that it is out of order to read
newspapers in this Chamber. I recommend that
me mbers ta ke note of t ha t.

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: Perhaps I
should not talk too much about this matter
because it may well be that some court cases will
be involved. But, I make the point that we should
now be prepared to consider the individual cases
of those people caught up in the Moll affair, and
the serious financial problems facing them. Many
of those doctors would have been serving their
patients conscientiously and diligently, and now
they are facing financial ruin as a result of their
having been caught up in these schemes. I
understand some of the accountants associated
with the activities of Mr Moll are prepared to
take the doctors to the stake to cover their lack of
professional ethics in that affair.

I had a case brought to my notice recently by
the parent of a lad. Her son had been
apprehended riding a trail bike, along with a
number of other youths and unknown to her, in a
shopping centre.

The police came onto the sedne and stopped
their activities. The woman has not complained
about the police action and, like any good parent,
is grateful that the boys were caught yd- shownm
that they could niot offend against thei,)aw.14S'I
agreed they deserved whatever puniibpcent"'w$ls.
meted out to them. She came to me and, her.
concern was about the language used by th'
police officers when dealing with the you~
wrote to the Minister for Police and Traffid4 Ntr
O'Neil), on the 7th November and I will realfl-to
the House that letter so that members will lhve,
an appreciation of the approach used by. 'the
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mother, and which I followed up for her. The
letter reads-

I have received representations from the
mother of. ... Aged 15 years . . . Karrinyup.
who was apprehended and I believe is to be
charged by the Scarborough Police for
alleged riding an unlicenced vehicle in the
Karrinyup Shopping Centre and for not
wearing a protective helmet.

Mrs . . . is not objecting to the fact that
the Police may be laying charges against her
son for the alleged offence and has stated
that she had told her son to put his bike away
and was not aware that he had removed it
from the home. She believes that if her son is
guilty then he deserves to be suitably
punished.

However, the lad and his companions have
alleged that the younger of the two police
officers involved used what is normally
considered to be foul language in speaking to
them at the time. The mother feels that this
was quite unnecessary and it would not
encourage the lads to adopt an acceptable
standard of language to be used in public,
nor would it promote a respect for the police
in general.

I would appreciate your enquiring into this
matter and if necessary have brought to the
attention of the Police Force the desirability
of observing good standards in language as in
all things, so that they surfer no loss of public
respect due to lapses of standards even
though a situation may be one which is
testing of their self control.

I imagine the Hon. Win Piesse would support me
because of her recent protestations about words
used in a recommended school text. I will not
quote the words which were used, but I can assure
members they are words one would not expect an
adult to use when speaking to young lads.
Certainly, one would not expect a, police officer to
use these expressions. I have them written down
in front of me and I can show them to those
members who are interested.

I expected the Minister to request an inquiry,
which apparently he did. The lady went to the
Warwick Police Station and had a very pleasant
interview with an officer. She took no exception to
that. However, that interview was followed up by
a visit to her home by another officer who
interviewed her for a period of three hours. It is
alleged that the officer adopted a very aggressive
attitude towards her. To me, that had all the
appearance of a grilling of that lady.

I can understand, as I think most members can.
that young lads in their mid-teens-I 5-year-
olds--can be quite difficult to handle and it is
possible they were not very polite in their
language, and it could be there was a deal of
provocation of the officers concerned. But, I do
not think that excuses the sort of language used,
nor do I think it excuses an officer going to the
home of the mother who complained and the
attitude which he appears to have adopted
towards that woman.

I hope that now I have brought this matter
forward in the House the Minister for Police will
undertake another inquiry relating to the officer
who interviewed the lady in her home. The police
have a very difficult job to carry out in the
community. It is not an easy task, but it will not
be made any easier if the public are offended, or
if the public are made to feel antagonistic towards
the police. I believe the Police Force would wish
to have a good standing in the public, and have
the public willing to co-operate. When officers do
what is alleged in this case, they do not create
that sort of situation.

When the boys reported the incident to their
mothers they may have related circumstances
which, in fact, were the substance of their
imagination. Having been a school teacher, I
know very well how a picture different from what
actually takes place in school is sometimes given
to parents. I can quite understand that the boys
might have taken home a tale different from the
events which actually took place. I can imagine an
officer, taking up the matter in a reasonable sort
of way, would receive an understanding of the
situation, and would be able to report back to the
Minister whether any further action was required.
I believe all this may well have been the result of
the manner in which the police officers originally
addressed the lads, and it was made worse by the
manner of the officer who interviewed the mother
about the incident.

I believe I have already dealt with the matter
concerning the State Film Centre.

I continually receive letters from the Wanneroo
Shire Council about its problems, but there is one
matter relating to its educational facilities which I
want to relate to Parliament because a very
serious situation could well be created for people
living in the northern suburbs unless some urgent
action is taken. I received a letter dated the 31st
October, 1979, from the Wanneroo Shire Council.
The letter explains, fairly briefly, the problem
involved, and is as follows-

You are no doubt aware of Council's
concern and efforts to have tertiary
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education facilities provided within
Wanneroo Shire.

Council is concerned that the matter has
reached a sufficiently urgent stage to solicit
support from you in the hope that any
additional assistance you can offer may
expedite the provision of these facilities. For
your information, I have attached a copy of a
recent report on the need for tertiary
education facilities in Wanneroo and trust
that from the report you will agree with
Council's concern for such urgency.

Of course. I have studied the relevant material
and I can well understand the urgency which the
shire is expressing. I do not want to weary the
House with a long recitation of figures, but they
are quite impressive.

Wanneroo is acknowledged as one of the
fastest-growing local authority areas in the State,
and it claims that the school population of the
shire has risen steadily since 1970 at
approximately 25 per cent per annum. The
projections over the last five years for the school
population in 1982 have been provided to me. In
1974, the shire had 6 537 students enrolled in
three high schools and 18 primary schools,
including three private schools.

The shire had this to say-
This year, there are 21 397 students

enrolled in the 8 high schools, 33 primary
schools and 34 pre-primary and pre-schools
(including 7 private schools). In 1980 a
further 5 primary schools will be opened.

It is expected that in 1982 the school population
will reach 28 400. As well as the growth in the
number of schools, an increased number of pupils
will attend the various high schools such as
Greenwood, Craigic, and Duncraig, all of which
will have additional buildings and an increase in
the years available to the students. Duncraig High
School opened this year with 185 students all in
year 8. By next year that figure will be increased
greatly. The total high school population in the
Warneroo Shire was 670 in 1974 and 4 698 this
year. It is estimated that it will reach 8 000 by
1982.

Of the students enrolled in the high schools, an
assessment was made of the number who will
want to go on to post-secondary education. On the
information given by the schools, it is expected
that by 1982-83, 320 to 350 pupils will wish to go
on to post-secondary education. However, the
shire says that this is a minimum figure. It had
this to say-

However, the actual growth rate and
percentage increase shows that this figure

should be approximately 800, not 300-350 in
1982. This 800 will be every year after 1982
i.e. 2 400 at technical colleges by 1985.

A survey of the high schools in
revealed that the majority of
students intend attempting
admissions subjects to give them
chance in the work-force.

the Shire
year 10

tertiary
a greater

The shire also gives a table setting out the number
of students from the shire attending tertiary
education.

WAIT is a distance of 28 kilometres from
Wanneroo and yet I1830 students from Wanneroo
and the northern suburbs attend that institution.
Murdoch University., is 35 kilometres from
Wannerco, and 710 students from the northern
suburbs travel there each day. The University of
Western Australia is 20 kilometres from
Wanneroo, and presently 1 930 of its students live
in the Wanneroo Shire.

A number of other students are enrolled at
colleges of advanced education such as the
Churchlands Teachers College. Certainly the
majority of these students would prefer to attend
a tertiary institution closer to home. Of course,
many of them now leave home and find board
close to the institution they are attending.

My eldest child is attending the University of
Western Australia, and it takes her 11/ hours to
travel home from the university, sometimes at
night. She must catch a bus from Crawley into
Perth and then from Perth to Wembley Downs
because there is no intersuburban service.
Certainly parents would like their children to be
able to obtain post-secondary education without
being forced to leave their homes.

The Education Department does not plan to
establish a technical college at the Joondalup
Centre for some years. I do not think a date has
yet been set for work to commence, but the
general view is that it will be in the mid-1980s. In
its submission the shire goes on to say-

The Education Department informs that
the planning of a post secondary institution
involves a total population catchment, not
just the student population. The background
of the area is taken into consideration. As
can be expected, the requirements for such
are constantly revised. For a technical college
the population catchment required is 60 -
80000.

By 1982 the estimated population of the
Shire of Wanneroo will be 201 000.

I point out to members that that is only about two
years away. So it can be seen that there is great
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need for such facilities in Wanneroo. Certainly
there are technical colleges at Carine and Balga,
but they serve an existing catchment area. Also,
the fact that they are closer to Wanneroc than
some of the other institutions does not mean that
they are easy to reach. Certainly they cannot
meet the needs of the shire.

I hope the Government reverses its plans and
that the proposed tertiary education institution in
the Shire of Wanneroo is commenced very
shortly.

I would like to talk about many other matters,
but I must consider the hour. Perhaps I can save
them for another occasion.

THE HON. C. W. BERRY (Lower North)
[5.24 p.m.]: I rise to support the Bill, and once
again to deal with the subsidised country
sewerage scheme. Certainly on many occasions
the Minister has heard about this scheme from
me.

The other day we discussed an amendment to
the Local Government Act, and my concern
relates to the fact that a shire may move to a
gross rental valuation, and also, by reason of the
amendment to the Valuation of Land Act, shires
will be able to adjust their rates.

I am concerned about the shires whose
properties were revalued prior to the Ist July,
1979. Will these valuations be subject to the
addition of 66,, per cent as from the Ist July,
1980? In other words, this rise would be necessary
to bring them up to the gross rental valuations
which are to apply from the I st July, 1980.

This amendment is of great concern
particularly to shires which have a subsidised
country sewerage scheme. The only such shire in
my area is the Carnarvon Shire Council which
has operated on a subsidised scheme for the last
four or five years. At present the Government is
subsidising the scheme by some $86 000.
Obviously the new valuation of 1978 will have to
be accepted, on the 1st July, 1980, and the rates
will rise by approximately 300 per cent. The
subsidy payable by the Government will be
reduced from $86 000 to about $1 000.

When the scheme was first introduced nobody
envisaged such a rise in values, and it was quite a
reasonable proposition for a shire to accept the
subsidy offered under the scheme. However, I do
not know how the residents and business houses of
the area will pay this increased charge.

Recently we passed legislation which will allow
for a differentiation in the rated amount for water
to be paid by commercial users, but now the full
burden of sewerage will fall on all sections of the
community. The Minister has stIated that the rate

can be varied, but if the rate is varied, the subsidy
is varied also. This will place a very great burden
on the people serviced by the country sewerage
scheme.

The Minister has stated that there is to be a
review of water charges under the new gross
rental values. I make a plea to the Minister that
the country sewerage scheme also be reviewed. It
is quite reasonable that the local authority should
bear some part of the rise which has taken place.
However, if the Government was prepared to foot
the bill for the previous years since the scheme
has been in operation, to the tune of some
$200 000 and then to be absolved from paying
anything more-SI 000 is neither here nor
there-it is not quite fair and equitable. Had it
been informed that such would take place, the
shire in question would have had second thoughts
about taking part in the scheme. I think it would
have been too costly for the shire to participate.

I seek an assurance that in the matter of gross
rental values, which will come into effect from the
1st July, 1980, some direction will be given as to
the valuations which have taken place during the
12 months prior to the 1st July, 1979.

Will the percentage be added to that amount by
the Valuer General to bring it into line with gross
rental values from the I1st July, 1980? If this is so,
will the Government give an assurance a review
will be carried out into the rate to be charged to
attract the maximum subsidy for country
sewerage schemes?

Of course, it is the Government's wish that
these sewerage schemes be brought into operation
as a health measure. I commend the Government
on approaching the shires in an endeavour to get
them to undertake to install deep sewerage
schemes. However, if the cost of such schemes
becomes too great, obviously the shires will not
proceed;, that would be unfortunate. I realise, of
course, there are still parts of the metropolitan
area which arc not deep sewered; this was due to
the way the place was built.

With those few remarks. I support the Bill.
TI-I HON. F. E McKENZIE (East

Metropolitan) [5.33 p.m.]: I support the Bill.
A matter recently brought to my notice by one

of my constituents relates to charges imposed by
trustees at the various cemeteries in the
metropolitan area on people wishing to install
monumental headstones on the graves of their
loved ones. I was not aware any charge applied.
The Cemeteries Act gives trustees power to
charge fees for various reasons, including,
apparently, the erection of monumental
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headstones;, however, it is my belier these charges
tend to get out of control.

For example, if a person wishes to erect a
monumental headstone with kerbing, he is
charged nearly $50. 1 do not know why the board
would want to charge a fee at all, because this
type of monument has the effect of tidying up the
grave and thus beautifying the cemetery.

My constituent was quite distressed at being
told by a monumental mason that she would be
required to pay a percentage of the cost or the
headstone to the trustess at the Guildford
Cemetery. I think it is quite unreasonable for the
cemetery boards to raise revenue in this fashion;
after all, these people are trying to improve the
surroundings of graves by erecting monumental
headstones with kerbing. and are being penalised
for their trouble. This is an obnoxious charge.

In order to ascertain the charges levied at the
various cemeteries situated around the
metropolitan area, I asked a question and
discovered there was no uniformity in their
application. For example, the charge for the
erection of a monumental headstone with kerbing
in the lawn area of the Karrakatta Cemetery is
$30. However, if one is unfortunate enough to
have a loved one buried in the Fremnantle
Cemetery. the charge is $45.

The H-on. N. F. Moore: I think the person
would be unfortunate in any circumstances.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: If a person is
fortunate enough to have a loved one buried at
Pinaroo, the charge is only $30.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: It is all right for
you young fellows, but this topic of conversation is
upsetting me.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: Perhaps I can
enlighten the Leader of the House as to the most
favourable place for him to be buried.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: I can see Mr
Cooley is getting a little upset.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: The Leader of
the House might be able to avail himself of the
cheapest cemetery, based on the information I am
now giving him.

The Hon. R. J. L. Williams: Actually, you have
no say in the decision.

The Hon. D). K. Dans: It is all a matter of
turnover.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: Perhaps the
Minister might prevail upon his Government to
remove from the Act the power of cemetery
boards to raise fees in this fashion.

It is unfair that some cemetery boards charge
more than others. The Swan Shire, which has
cemeteries at Guildford and Midland, imposes a
$5 fee for the erection of a monument, plus a levy
of 7 per cent on the cost of the headstone.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: When it happens
to me I will not be worried.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: Of course the
Leader or the House will not be worried.
However, the people he leaves behind-his loved
ones who no doubt care for him-will be faced
with this expense when they erect a monument to
his memory. It is quite unfair. If cemeteries are
short of revenue, everybody should pay, not
merely those people who erect monumental
headstones.

I refer now to the problem of traffic in the
Belmont area. I do not often suggest roads should
be built because, as members would be well
aware, the Government is failing in not providing
more rail services so that we can get a few cars off
the roads. However, given that the Government
has such a policy, it should take note of the
problems currently being experienced in the
Belmont- Rivervale area.

In his speech on the Budget papers Mr
Hetherington mentioned Orrong Road. I wish to
talk about the problems being experienced along
Hardey Road. In 1976, the number of vehicles
using Hardey Road east of Alexander Road, was
16 330 a day; current traffic volume is 21 835
vehicles a day, an increase of 33 1/3 per cent in
three years.

Belmont is being cut up, and people are having
difficulty crossing from one part of the suburb to
the other because of the incessant flow of traffic
along this road.

Traffic has increased so much in recent years
that the Main Roads Department has seen fit to
put a "No right turn" sign at the intersetion of
Great Eastern Highway and Hardey Road. This
has resulted in traffic crossing across to Epsom
Avenue from Hardey Road so that it can enter
Great Eastern Highway. The Main Roads
Department has erected signs advising people
access to Great Easte' rn Highway can be gained
through Belvidere Street. The result has been a
dramatic increase in traffic, iincluding heavy
vehicles flowing down Belvidere Street, past the
Belvidere shopping centre, and has also created
problems along Sydenham Street, where the
Belmay School is situated.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! There is
far too much audible conversation.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: That is the
situation which is becoming quite intolerable for
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the people living in that area. Amongst future
plans is provision for a connection from Leach
Highway through to Great Eastern Highway via
the Becchboro-Gosnells Freeway. I would like the
Minister for Lands to discuss this matter with the
Minister for Transport with a view to having the
section of the Beechboro-Gosnells Freeway
constructed between Leach Highway and Great
Eastern Highway, because this would take quite a
number of those heavy transporters particularly,
and a good deal of other traffic, away from
Hardley Road, which is a residential street in
Belmont. This would channel the traffic onto the
highway skirting the Belmont-Redcliffe area. The
Beechboro-Gosnells Freeway for that section is
planned to be constructed along the edge of the
Perth Airport and away from the centre of
Belmont-

The Hon. 0.
traffic coming
to Midland?9

N. B. Oliver: Are you referring to
from Gosnells and going through

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: I am referring to
traffic coming from all directions. A lot does
travel through to Midland and is coming along
Leach Highway, Kewdale Road. and on Great
Eastern Highway. through the centre of Belmont.

The Hon. 0. N. B. Oliver: Do you represent the
Hawtin Road area?

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: That is on the
edge of mny electorate. I am not so much worried
about that traffic. I am more concerned with the
traffic which emanates from Leach Highway and
the Kewdale industrial complex. There are quite a
number of transport firms in the area and their
big semitrailers are cutting through the centre of
Belmont.

If this part of the Beechboro-Gosnells Freeway
were to be constructed to link Great Eastern
Highway with Leach Highway, much of this
traffic, and particularly the heavy trucks, would
be diverted from the residential areas. This would
be more convenient for the traffic also: it would
certainly make much happier the residents of
Belmont. because they currently havc to put up
with a great deal of congestion and the associated
hazards caused by heavy semitrailers using their
.streets.

Quite recently I noted that the Belmont City
Council was having discussions with the Main
Roads Department on the possibility of this part
of the Beechboro-Gosnclls Freeway being
constructed to obviate the problem. It is unfair to
channel these 30 or 40-tonne trucks through the
busy shopping centres where thcre is so much
pedestrian traffic in the narrow streets. The
residents of Belmont should not have to put up

with this. I am asking the Minister for Lands to
discuss this matter with the Minister for
Transport with a view to having this problem
attended to as quickly as possible.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: I will bring it to
his attention.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: I shall now touch
on the folly of the Government's action in closing
the Perth-Fremantle railway. I am most
concerned with the message I seem to be getting
from Press reports that the line will not be
reopened. That seems to be the Government's
intention. It is misleading of the Government to
indicate to the people that although the line will
stay out of use for three years it is the
Government's intention to reopen the line in
future if this is deemed justifiable.

I do not think the Government has any
intention of reopening the line unless there is
further activity by the public to see to it that the
Government does reopen the line. I believe the
only way the Government's attitude can be
changed is for the Friends of the Railway to
become just as active as they were prior to the
closure of this line.

The Australian Labor Party policy is quite
clear on this matter. If our party is returned after
the next election the line will be reopened with a
view to electrifying the whole rail system.

Since the annual report of the Metropolitan
Transport Trust has been available we have
become aware that much of the information fed
to the public to justify the closure of the line is
very suspect, to say the least. I shall refer now to
the whole of the railway system and not just the
Perth-Fremantle line. The report indicates that
during the year 1977-78 there was a loss of
$10 165 425 on the suburban railway service.
During 1978-79 this had been reduced to
$9 757 748, which meant the loss had been
reduced by $407 677. So the Government, in fact,
saved almost $500 000.

The Hon. G. C. Mackinnon: by cutting-out a
train a week?

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: DespiteZjil fact-
that the Government cut out a train a wersm
claimed by the Leader of the House-

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: I asked a
question.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: The revenue for
1977-78 was $2 253 996 and in 1978-79 this
increased by $162936 to $2416932. Over the
same period, expenditure was decreased. In 1977-
78 expenditure totalled $12 419 421. During
1978-79 it totalled $12 174 680. So the cost of
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running the railway service was reduced by
$244741.

1 am not attacking the MTT, because it is
necessary for us also to have bus services, but with
respect to our bus services, during 1977-78 the
MTT incurred a loss of $15 193 650 and during
1978-79 thai loss increased by over $3 million to
$ 18 598 070. So while the bus service cost the
Government an additional $3 million, the railways
saved the Government $407 677. Yet the
Government closed down a portion of the
suburban passenger rail service. Where is the
logic?

If the present situation continues next year with
respect to rail services, where there is a loss of
$1.10 a passenger, this figure will probably
increase, because if we lop off parts of the service
we affect the remainder of the service. Rather
than curtail the railway service by ceasing
operations on the Perth-Fremantle line, the
Government should be extending the service,
particularly in view of the Figures 1 have just
quoted from the annual report of the MTT. it was
a complete folly for the Government to close the
Perth-Fremantle service.

The only hope for the people in the future is for
them to return a Labor Government which would
ensure the line was reopened and which would
then go about having the service electrified. We
are firmly committed to such a programme and I
hope that following the next ejection we will be in
a position to put our policies into operation. I
hope the Friends of the Railway will become
active once again so as to generate more public
interest and concern.

The H-on. G. C. MacKinnon: You are trying to
incite a rebellion.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: [I is demoralising
for the members of that group to know they went
to great lengths to persuade the Government in
their view only to have the Government
arrogantly disregard their point of view.

Perth, like Los Angeles, has a very dismal
future if it continues to become a motorised city
rather than a city with a good public transport
system. Once the railway services are closed down
the Government will then start on the buses. It is
the Los Angeles pattern all over again.

Sitting suspended from 6.00 p.m. to 7.30p.m.
THE HON. 1. G. PRATT (Lower West) [7.30

p.m.]: I wish to support the Bill before us. In
doing so, for most of my speech I will confine my
comments to one section of my province which is
not represented in the Legislative Assembly by a
Government member.

I wish to place on record my personal
congratulations to the Government members in
the Legislative Assembly representing the other
two areas-the Hon. Cyril Rushton, Minister for
Transport, who represents the electorate of Dale,
and Mr Richard Shalders who represents the
electorate of Murray. They have been wonderful
people with whom to work. They have co-operated
at all times and it has been tremendous to work
with them and my colleague in the Council
Province of Lower West (the Hon. Neil McNeill).
We have worked Very closely together.

As Rockingham is not represented in the
Legislative Assembly by a Government member,
perhaps I should mention some of the things
which have happened there in the past six years
during the period of the Court Government, and
place them On record, It is a very good record.
The period has seen a tremendous increase in
population in the Rockingham area which has put
a strain on the Government to provide facilities.
The task has been answered extremely well.

When we look at the field of transport, we find
the bus services, both within Rockingham and
from Rockingham to Fremantle and Perth, have
been considerably upgraded during that Period.
One of the main impacts has resulted from the
116 express service which goes from Rockingham
via Booragoon to Perth. It stops to pick up people
at Kwinana and from there it is express with one
stop at Garden City. It gets people to
Rockingham or from Rockingham to Perth in a
much shorter time than was possible before the
service was introduced.

Also in the realm of transport we must consider
what has happened to roads in the Rockingham
area. A tremendous amount of development has
taken place, and in particular the dual
carriageway on the Ennis Street alignment is
being constructed. What a wonderful asset it will
be, not only to Rockingham, but also to Perth
metropolitan people. It will form part of the link
to Mandurah, bypassing the old Mandurah Road
which was twisting by nature and not in very good
condition, and which has been responsible for a
number of fatal accidents over the years. It will
be a great road, with the traffic separated.
Gradients will be good and, all told, it will be a
tremendous advantage to people travelling to the
Rockingham area and those going south to
Mandurah and Bunbury.

I will mention later in more detail the
reconstruction of Warnbro Beach Road, but while
I am talking about transport and road works I
should include it because it is a road which was
affected very badly by sand drift from the
unstabilised sand dunes, and in conjunction with'
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what has been done in relation to the environment
a significant piece of work has been done with co-
operation between the Government and the
shire-co-operation which we cherish very much
and which we who wish to co-operate as a team
will work to improve and consolidate.

Moving on from transport, I have been happy
to Find during this period the consolidation of the
recognition of Rockingham as a subregional
centre: in the south corridor. The subregional
planning Committee is working hard and 1 am
looking forward with enthusiasm to the role
Rockingham will play. Ut is a pleasing fact to me
to have two subregional centres in Rockingham
and Armadale, to watch the teething troubles
they are having in planning, and to see the
creative effort which is being made by the local
people involved and the Local Government
Department.

Rockingham has a much easier task because it
has been subdivided on the broad-acre basis. It
did not have the small lots which made planning
difficult within the town of Armadale, and
Rockingham people are very fortunate to have
that background on which to build their city of
the future and a subregional centre for the
corridor. It is essential that we decentralise into
subregional centres, and Rockingham will play a
major role as a centre in the south-west corridor.

I come back to the project to which I referred
previously, and I am mentioning this in relation to
its environmental impact on the area. I refer to
the realignment of Warnbro Beach Road. I spoke
a few minutes ago about the sand drift problem
we had on this road because the dunes were blown
by the wind and the road was often covered in
sand, in some places up to a couple of feet deep
after a very bad blow.

The Shire of Rockingham, which is a very
good, hard-working shire and which plans
extremely well, went into a scheme with the
Department of Conservation and the Environment
and the Department of Agriculture to realign the
road, and rebuild and stabilise the dunes. The
Department of Agriculture's involvement related
to what should be planted on the dunes to stabilise
them. The environmental people were very much
involved in what was to happen to the dunes,
because the dunes on the coastline are very fragile
and to improve them we had to be certain we
knew what we were doing. Whole dunes were
moved and placed in other positions.

It has been a very successful effort and a good
lesson in what can be achieved by co-operation. I
look forward to much more of this sort of co-
operation and I am sure in the future it will make

Rockingham a very good place to live in. That
happens to be its slogan: "Rockingham is a good
place to live in." I am sure it will continue to
develop in that way.

Looking also at the environment, the
Government's interest and commitment to
Cockburn Sound is worthy of comment.
From time to time we hear people talking about
delays and complaining about procrastination and
so on. But what the Government is doing is
ensuring it is in full possession of all the facts, and
it is planning carefully. At the time of the
Jervoise Bay discussion the Government made a
commitment that in relation to the condition of
the sound in that particular area with the
introduction of industry, anything that needed to
be done would be done to protect and bring back
to standard the waters of that part of the sound,
and that was a mighty commitment to make.

The Cockburn Sound study, recently referred
to as the Chittleborough report, I believe will be
brought to light fairly soon. I do not think that
amounts to delay. The Government is ensuring it
knows what it is talking about, and from
commitments that have been made all the way
through I am positive that when it is brought
forward, if work is needed, the commitment will
be the same as that in relation to Jervoise Bay. If
something has to be done I am sure the
Government will do it in co-operation with the
people involved in the sound-not by
confrontation and trying to stop things, putting
people out of business and creating
unemployment. It will be done in a constructive
way of which the people of Rockingham and our
people can be proud.

What has had a real impact in the area is the
population, which has increased tremendously.
Schools and education facilities are affected most
by an increase in population. The performance of
the Government in the last six years has been
outstanding in this field. I will put on record the
money which has been spent on schools in the
Rockingham electorate in that time.

We start off with Baldivis School, When I first
entered this place there was a controversy about
whether the school should continue to operate or
whether the children should be taken by bus to
Rockingham School. We took the then Minister
(Mr Graham MacKinnon) to the Baldivis School.
He talked with the parents, the children, and the
PCA, and some months later, late in 1974, the
PCA held a meeting about the closure of the
school. It was still worried the school would be
closed. I spoke to the Minister and he said I could
tell the PCA that if I could justify keeping the
school open it would stay open with a view to
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building a new school in the future. I told the
PCA what the Minister had said and its members
went out and obtained figures to prove that the
retention of the school was justified. The matter
was taken up by Mr Neil McNeill. As a result of
his representations, in 1978 we had a new school
at a cost of $219 873, and in 1979 a pre-primary
school was* built at a cost of $23 000, a total
expenditure of $242 873 on what is still a small
country school.

The Rockingham Beach Primary School. one of
the old schools in the area, has been upgraded and
a library resource centre has been built, the total
cost being S94 448. The Safety Bay Primary
School. again one of the old-established schools,
has been upgraded to the tune of $31 795. A
considerable amount of work has been done at the
Rockingham Senior High School. Stage 4 and a
medical centre were built in 1975-76 at a cost of
$434 987; in 1976-77 stage 5 was built at a cost of
5233 800; and in 1977-78 a home economics
section was added at a cost of $42 160; a total
expenditure during my period in this Parliament
and during the term of the Court Government of
$710 938 in additions to that high school.

The Hon. ft. F. Claughton: Was all that
justified?

The Hon. 1. G. PRATT: Yes, it was.
The Hon. ft. F. Claughton: Do you think the

department carries out work in accordance with
priority? Do you think work is carried out
according to the greatest need?

The Hon. 1. G. PRATT: I would say that, on
behalf of the people, the Government spends
money wisely.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: It is not subjected
to any political pressure?

The Hon. 1. G. PRATT: I did not interject on
Mr Claughton. If he wishes to interj .ect on me,
that is his problem. I am half way through the
table. Perhaps when I have finished I will answer
his interjections.

I turn now to the Warnbro Primary School. We
Find that in 1975-76 a double pre-pri mary unit
was included at a cost of $69 650.

The PRESIDENT: Order! Would members
refrain from conducting audible private
conversations? It is interfering with the ability of
Ha~nsard reporters to hear the member on his feet.

The Hon. 1. G. PRATT: In 1976-77, a further
six rooms and a covered assembly area were built
at a cost of $214 514. In 1978-79, a library-
resource centre was added at a cost of 142 000,
making a total of expenditure of 1326 164 on that
school.

I turn now to the Hillman school. In 1974-75 a
new school consisting of an administration block.
12 rooms, and a covered assembly area was built
at acost of $408 373. In 1976-77 a pre-primary
centre was built at a cost of $22 000. In 1978-79
six rooms were added at a cost of $158 557, and a
library resource centre was added at a cost of
$42 000. That made a total of $630 930.

The Cooboongup school, which is one of our
newer schools, was built in 1977-78 at a cost of
$393 602 for eight rooms, an administration
block, and a pre-primary centre.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: Were these figures
provided by the Education Department?

The Hon. 1. G. PRATT: Just be patient, and I
will tell the member. The best way to learn
something is to listen. I am sure if Mr Claughton
listens he will learn something.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: It is just as well Mr
Lewis is not in the Chamber, because he would
complain about the cost of having those figures
compiled.

The Hon. 1. G. PRATT: In 1978-79 four rooms
plus a library resource centre were commenced at
the Cooloongup school. The bulk of the
expenditure was incurred in the 1979-80 year. and
it amounted to $153 200. That makes a total of
$192 802 spent on the Cooloongup school.

The last school to which I wish to refer is the
Safety Bay High School, again one of our newer
facilities. It was commenced in 1977-78 when
stage I was constructed at a cost of $1.249
million. In 1978-79 stage 2 was added at a cost of
1774 299. The programme for 1978-79-stage
3-calls for the expenditure of $649 878. That
makes a total of $2 673 177.

All that money has been spent on educational
faciltiies in the Rockingham area, and it was my
intention to have that recorded in Hansard. It is a
great Government performance in that area in the
period involved. Expenditure on educational
facilities amounted to $4 903 130. without taking
fittings, etc., into account.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: I would have hoped
the Government would do something to cater for
the needs of people there.

The lion. 1. G. PRATT: This man does not
learn!

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: It is hard to learn
by listening to you.

The Hon. 1. 0. PRATT: I have told him the
money has been spent wisely. I wish he would
listen if he wants to learn. If he does listen he will
hear something else shortly.

5938



[Thursday, 6th December, 1979] 53

The I-on. R. F. Claughton: Tell us about the
unemployed in your electorate.

The Hon. 1. G. PRATT: I will come to that.
The Hon. R. F. Claughton: That is another

sorry story.
The I-on. 1. G. PRATT: No, it is a bright story;

it depends on who is telling it.
I am informed that fittings, carpeting,

furniture, landscaping, etc., will add about I5 per
cent to the total of $4 903 130. That amounts to
$735 469, giving a grand total of $5 638 599 spent
on primary and secondary education facilities in
my area during the term of the Court
Government.

In addition to that a technical school will be
opened next year. I will not mention figures in
respect of that because 1 have mentioned them on
previous occasions and they have been referred to
in answer to questions I have asked. For Mr
Claughton's information, the figures I have been
quoting are answers to questions I asked in the
Parliament some time ago.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: I am flattered.
The Hon. 1. G. PRATT: Obviously Mr

Claughton has not heard them because I was told
I would be informed of the answers by letter, and
I was. The questions are pertinent to people in my
electorate, and they are entitled to have the
information. I know they will not learn anything
from Mr Claughton.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: The figures were
compiled purely for political purposes.

The Hon. 1. G. PRATT: Of course it is
political, because 1 am proud to be a member of
the Liberal Party. The Court Government is a
Liberal Government, and I am proud of that.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: It is a waste of
money on political matters.

The Hon. 1. G. PRATT. Mr Claughton makes
me cry with his deep feeling for the people in my
electorate. If he were to take the trouble, perhaps
he would have some good stories to tell about
what the Liberal Government has done in his
area.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: I have already
given praise where I felt it was due.

The Hon. 1. G. PRATT: Then why does the
member object to my giving praise?

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: No-one is objecting.
You take offence easily.

The Hon. 1. G. PRATT: Obviously Mr
Claughton has a problem which he Finds difficult
to identify.

I am happy to find in relation to the technical
school-which is something Rockingham has
needed for some time-that the Commonwealth
Government of its own volition has come 1o the
party and will substantially finance stage 3, which
will probably commence towards the end of next
year.

It is a shame that Mr Claughton has left the
Chamber, because I now wish to mention events
which have occurred in the period of the Court
Government which have had an effect on the local
economic situation. I do not deny-and I never
have-that Rockingham has problems. Almost
every time I make a speech I seek help from the
Government to find solutions to the problems of
the people of Rockingham who do not have
employment. I understand from my own
childhood what it is like to have nothing and to go
without. Members on the other side of the House
claim that we on this side know nothing of this,
and it shows clearly they know nothing of the
people they talk about because many members on
this side have had experience of going without.

We have had considerable expansion by Alcoa,
which is operating at Jarrabdale and Dwellingup
and will soon be operating at Wagerup. Alcoa
probably is the greatest employer of labour in my
province. It is a substantial employer of labour in
Rockingham, Armadale, By ford, Serpentine,
Mundijong, Pinjarra, and 'Mandurab. It is
heartening to know Alcoa is going ahead and will
provide more employment opportunities in this
industry for the people I represent in Parliament.

The new Worsley project has been given the
final seal of approval recently, and although it is
quite a considerable distance from my electorate,
we will gain spin-off advantages in respect of
employment opportunities. The Worslcy project
will provide employment opportunities for people
who have become experienced in this field while
working for Alcoa in Dwellingup and Jarrahdale.
They will have an opportunity to advance
themselves in this field. I am sure many will take
advantage of that opportunity, and will use their
experience to advance themselves. This will create
more openings for other people in the
Rockingham area.

We have had much to say about the North-
West Shelf project recently, and we will have
more to say about that later. The signing of that
agreement is the forerunner to employment
opportunities which will provide a tremendous
boost to Rockingham. I spoke in detail last night
about the number of jobs which will be created.
In one fell swoop this new industry could do away
with the problem of employable people who are
out of work. Of course, human nature being what

5939



5940 COUNCIL]

it is, we will always ind people who cannot obtain
or keep jobs. However, I am most anxious that
those who are able and willing to work should
have the opportunity to obtain employment. This
project will give them that opportunity.

The Hon. V. J. Fcrry: It will also have the
effect of attracting people here from other States.

The Hon. 1. G. PRATT: That is right; we will
have a tremendous boost to the population of
Rockingham as a result of that. As a matter of
fact, Rockingham is an ideal place for those
people to reside in; it has serviced land readily
available for housing, good shopping facilities,
and schools. This will be a tremendous boost to
the whole community.

I said last night and I intend to say it again,
that the North-West Shelf project also will assist
small businesses because it will Provide
people-as consumers-and projects for
contractors.

Small business in Rockingham is in an
unfortunate situation at the present iti.me, and
small shopkeepers are struggling-they are
keeping their heads above water, but barely
so-as a result of the depressed economy. Many
of the small manufacturing industrics are working
below capacity. What a wonderful opportunity
those businessmen will be given when the project
goes ahead. They will have to expand, and they
will realise the potential of their businesses and
put money back into circulation in the
community. That will make the community thrive
and prosper.

By interjection last night Mr Dans asked me,
personally, what I was going to do about
employment. I said I would have a few words to
say on the matter. Now is the ideal time.
Unfortunately Mr Dans is not in the Chamber,
but my remarks will be recorded in Hansard and
he will have the opportunity to read them.

For a considerable time I have been concerned
about the effect of the unemployment situation,
particularly on young people in my area,' because
many young people who genuinely want work are
unemployed. A good friend of mine who is the
President of the Rockingham Chamber of
Commerce recently organised a trade fair in an
endeavour to promote business in the
Rockingham area. As he went around the light
industrial area frequently he came across the
same two young fellows who were walking around
fronting up at every business and trying to obtain
a job. They had no luck at all.

After running into these young people at many
places, my friend, Mr Eddy Smeding, spoke to
them. He suggested that they consider doing odd

jobs. He meant that they should try to build part-
time work into somewhat of an occupation. The
young men were prepared to give it a try. They
set about looking for lawn mowing, yard cleaning,
and other such work. They obtained a great deal
of work in those fields.

My friend suggested it might be something
worth following up as a project to see whether we
could have young people doing these things. In
our community at present there is a tremendous
amount of work to be done of the part-time, odd-
job variety.

A friend of mine who had been in business sold
out, intending to retire and take things easy.
However, very quickly he became tired of sitting
around the house and doing his own gardening,
and he decided to do odd jobs and part-time work
to keep himself occupied. He did not want much
of it, so he set his price fairly high. He advertised
in the paper that he would do this sort of work at
S$12 an hour. Within a few weeks he found it an
embarrassment. There was so much work at that
price, which he thought prohibitive, that he could
not keep up with it. He found his part-time work
was becoming a very full-time and lucrative job.

That is the sort of job opportunity that we
should give to young people. We have discussed
the matter with the Commonwealth Employment
Service and with officers of the State Department
of Labour and Industry. They think it is a viable
proposition in which to become involved. We have
spoken with local service clubs in the Rockingham
area, and they have given their support to the
project.

I know similar types of projects have been tried
in other areas, mainly with local government as
the co-ordinator. In our case, we are working with
the service clubs which have the people with the
expertise which should be made available to the
young people. There will be times when they need
accounting or legal advice; and this sort of
expertise can be made available through
voluntary people in service clubs who show an
interest in the young people in our community.

The planning stage is now completed. Next
week there will be a final meeting of the
representatives of service clubs and others
involved. That will be followed by a meeting with
the first group of young people and their parents.
Then the project will be launched.

We are looking forward to success on a limited
scale. We cannot hope to provide employment for
all the young people in Rockinghani; but we hope
to provide a basis for them to work in a co-
operative venture and to do something for
themselves. That would not only give them the
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opportunity to work and have pride in their work,
but also teach them that there is more in life than
work only. It would teach them to go out and do
something for themselves. That is one of the
qualities that is missing in this time of high youth
unemployment.

While we were planning this project, another
young gentleman in the area approached me. I
have not asked him if I could use his name, but I
am sure he would not mind. He is Mr Peter
Kenyon, from the Rockingham High School. He
has been considering a similar project. He
approached me a week or to ago; we had a talk
about it; and he is considering a parallel system.
That system may not be as detailed as ours in a
practical sense, but it is looking at the study side
of it. He is trying to find details of the wheres and
whys of the problem. I am sure the two groups
will work in co-operation. I look forward to their
having a significant impact on the employment
possibilities for young people in Rockingham, If
the two groups can achieve that, it will be
something worth while.

Another point I would like to make about the
last six years is in relation to the tremendous
ministerial support we have received when 'yve
have had problems in the area. The Ministers
have been most anxious to come to the area to
consider problems and to discuss them with us
and with the shire or whichever body is involved.

Shortl y the Minister for Education will be
having a talk with the people from the Slow
Learning Children's Group. It is this sort of co-
operation that ensures things are done. I want to
stress it is co-operation with the people who have
to do the job. There is no confrontation when the
parties try to work together. It has been a
tremendous six years, working with the Ministers
we have had, and receiving support from them.

I am sure Mr Hetherington would be
disappointed if I did not pay attention to what he
said about me this afternoon, It is a pity, really,
because the man he tried to protect is one
member who has attempted to frustrate
development, and he has been an embarrassment
to his party, particularly when we have had other
people like Mr Bartholomacus wanting to stop the
bauxite mining and the offshore projects. These
are the projects which will provide hope and
employment for the people of this State. I am
sorry for the officers in their party that this has
happened.

The Hon. ft. Hetherington: We will survive
quite well. I would not worry about it, if I were
you.

The Hon. 1. G. PRATT: I am not worried
about it. I feel sorry for them as individual people
because they have people who think differently.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: Everyone wants to talk
about Jervoise Bay, and it happens to be in my
electorate.

The Hon. I. G. PRATT: Yes, but it will have
an effect on mine, thank heaven.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: I know where the
dormitory suburb is.

The Hon. 1. G. PRATT: Let us look at what
has been said. Yesterday Mr Neil McNeill spoke
about an article in The Sound Advertiser, I said I
would be much less kind than Mr Neil McNeill,
and I was perhaps a little less kind. We did not go
into a detailed examination of what was said.
After Mr Hetherington's attack this afternoon, I
feel justified in doing so.

The Hon. R. Hetherington: I did not attack you
at all. I just pointed out something.

The Hon. R. Thompson: You are a director of a
party newspaper, are you not?

The Hon. 1. G. PRATT: I am talking about
The Sound Advertiser. If Mr Thompson had
bothered to listen to my speech last night, he
would have found it very hard to make the
comment he made.

The Hon. R. Thompson: You bored me to
tears, and I went outside.

The Hon. I. G. PRATT: That is a pity, because
Mr Thompson would have been able to speak with
knowledge if he had stayed. I congratulated Mr
Bill Barrett, the editor, on the quality and the
fairness with which he presented the front page of
his paper.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: "Balance" is the word.
The Hon. I. G. PRATT: If we can return to the

debate, which concerns Mr Hetherington's wild
flight this afternoon, let us see what was said. I
was accused by Mr Hetherington of not being
accurate. I think that is possibly the kindest wayI
cant put his accusation.

The Hon. R. Hetherington: I read out two
factual statements by you and the Minister.

The Hon. 1. G. PRATT: Unfortunately they
did not match. Mr Hetherington dug himself into
a hole. He put himself into a bad position because
I shall now justify what was said about that
paper. Mr Hetherington chose to involve me in
the argument, and he is stuck with it now. He had
the choice of doing it Or not doing it.

The Hon. R. Hetherington: Stop moralising
and get on with it.
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The Hon. 1. 0. PRATT7: It is Mr Hetherington
who is interested in moralising. He made an
incorrect statement this afternoon.

The Hon. R. Hetherington: I just pointed out
certain facts.

The Hon. 1. G. PRATT: We ind that the
member for Rockingham claimed that the area
had been taken by the Government so the main
platforms for the North-West Shelf gas project
could be constructed there. I took the charitable
line-

The Hon. R. Hetherington: That is interesting.
The Hon. 1. 0. PRATT: -and assumed that

Mr Barnett was really a little confused. When we
talk about the platform, it is the top. The article
in the newspaper continued-

He said that in the last two weeks it has
become common knowledge that senior and
respected industrialists now state the
expertise for building these huge structures
does not exist in this State and they will have
to be built elsewhere.

I think we can assume the member was talking
about the jackets, although he did not say so. He
referred to the platforms. The question we have to
decide is whether he was referring to "jackets"
and said "platforms", or whether he was referring
to the modules. A platform is a platform, when
one refers to it in the dictionary. Perhaps the
member was not quite sure what he was talking
about. Whichever it was, he was either untruthful
or wrong. Members can make their choice.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: It seems you should
have checked the facts before you made the
statement.

The Hon. 1. G. PRATT: I did not make the
statement, and neither did [ get the facts wrong. I
assume the member was talking about the jackets
because of what he went on to say. If he was
talking about the jackets, he was wrong. The
quote read by Mr Hetherington this afternoon did
nothing to drag him out of the hole into which he
put himself.

The statement by the Minister was that the site
was suitable.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: The site is not suitable,
of course.

The Hon. 1. G. PRATT: That is not the point
at issue.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: I am sorry. I thought it
was at issue. It is not big enough.

The Hon. 1. G. PRATT: That is what Mr
Hetherington is trying to hang his recovery on.
There has never been any undertaking that the

jackets would be built there. It might have been
said it was suitable. Apparently it was said it was
suitable.

When I was debating the lervoise Bay issue on
the I1Ith September by no means did I refer to the
jackets or any main structures. I referred to "the
components for the rigs". That is what I want
manufactured there, because they will bring
tremendous employment to the area.

I spoke tonight with the Minister for Industrial
Development. I checked on the accuracy of the
discussions I had with the Minister for Labour
and Industry about this matter. I wanted to
assure myself that I was not off on a wild goose
chase in believing that all the work was not going
to be done there. The Minister for Industrial
Development said, "No, you are quite right. It
was never the intention that it all be down there.
The facility has to be provided for manufacturing
the components, to give Western Australian
industry a chance to tender successfully."

This is the main point, and this is what we are
looking at. There has to be the opportunity for
Western Australian industry to take part in the
project. If the facility was not available, they
could not compete with overseas tenderers. When
these people say we should not have that facility
there, they are saying Western Australian
industry should not have the opportunity to take
part in this development. What a disgraceful
situation!

The Hon. D. K. Dans: That is not quite right.
The Hon. 1. 0. PRATT: That is exactly what

they are doing, in spite of the interjection.
The Hon. D. K. Dans: We have to get people to

understand what it is all about. Have you been to
Barry's Beach and had a look at the operation? I
know what they want to put there.

The Hon. 1. G. PRATT: Mr Dants can explain
what he likes. What I am saying is that-

The Hon. D. K. Dans: Either you are badly
misinformed or you are trying to mislead the
House.

The Hon. 1. G. PRATT: I resent that remark
by Mr Dants. I am not trying to mislead anybody.
All I say can be substantiated quite definitely, in
writing, not in the wild flights of fancy that Mr
Dants has used.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: I do not want it in
writing.

The Hon. 1. G. PRATT: The Leader of the
Opposition wants to interject to lead me astray.
However, he will not lead me away from the fact
that the components could well be built there, in
spite of the opposition to them.
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The Hon. R. F. Claughton: Where has it been
delayed?

The Hon. 1. G. PRATT: People with whom Mr
Claughton is connected are trying to delay it.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: Why don't you
stick to the facts instead of making wild
accusations?

The Hon. 1. G. PRATT: Mr Claughton should
try to inform himself.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: I think you should
inform yourself about what is going to happen at
Jervoise Bay. because you are getting off beam
and it will not stand up if it is reported. I am just
trying to advise you.

The Hon. 1. 0. PRATT: Mr Dans can try to
advise me, but unless he has more information
than the department and the Minister, he is in no
position to do so.

Topside modules and major components of the
platform will be constructed. I am also told that
perhaps some of the steel work involved in the
piles will be constructed there. This will bring
$170 million of economic activity into the area.
Mr Claughton tells me to be truthful. What is
untruthful about that?

The Hon. D. K. Dans: That is different from
what you were talking about a few minutes ago.

The Hon. 1. 0. PRATT: It is exactly what I
have been talking about. The Minister for
Industrial Development assures mec it is necessary
to have the capability to produce these
components.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: Have you been down to
Jervoise Bay?

The Hon. 1. G. PRATT: It is necessary to
produce these components in order to ensure the
industry comes into the area.

The Hon. R. F. Claughtont: Are you talking
about Jervoise Bay- Woodman Point?

The Hon. 1. G. PRATT: I am talking about the
people in my area.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: But Jervoise Bay is
not in your area.

The Hon. 1. G. PRATT: I do not represent the
people of Jervoise Bay. I am talking about the
people I represent in Parliament. The influx of
$170 million into that general area will be very
important indeed. It will provide a great deal of
employment.

In his introductory speech on the Bill, the
Minister said that initially 600 people will be
employed on the construction process and that
over 1 200 people will be employed altogether in
the Rockingham- Kwina na area.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: I hope they will be; but I
do not know that they will be.

The Hon. 1. G. PRATT: It has never been
suggested the jackets will be built there. Mr
Hetherington was wrong in trying to justify his
attack by saying that it was suggested the area
was suitable for the construction of the jackets.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: Are you suggesting
the Minister was misleading?

The Hon. I. G. PRATT: We do not have the
quality of steel in Australia to produce the
jackets.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: I think we have got that.
The IHon. 1. 0. PRATT: All the major people

involved in that type of work tell us we do not
have the quality of steel. Now the Leader of the
Opposition is flying in the race of those people.
The people involved say we do not have the steel
and they are the people with the expertise.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: The best platforms being
constructed now are in concrete.

The Hon. 1. G. PRATT: Mr Hetherington's
statement was completely misleading. The article
in the paper was misleading also and completely
incorrect. In endeavouring to try to involve
himself in this matter, Mr Hetherington did
himself no credit.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: Would you mind
quoting the piece from the paper which you say is
incorrect?

The Hon. 1. 0. PRATT: I shalt certainly do
that. There are a couple of comments. The article
said that the Government had taken up the area
so the main platforms for the North-West Shelf
gas project could be constructed there. It then
goes on to say. "Once again the Government has
been over-hasty and has jumped in too quickly."

The area was not taken. It was exchanged at a
very generous rate to enable the components to be
constructed there and that is exactly what will
happen.

I support the Bill,
THE HON. N. E. BAXTER (Central) [8.20

p.m.]: The Bill before the House enables the sum
ofl S 514.909 million to be used to provide services
for the State. One realises what a great
undertaking it is when this amount of money is
being in Western Australia.

However, my main reason for speaking tonight
is to refer briefly to a matter similar to that raised
by Mr Berry, because we are both very concerned
about what will happen in country towns in
regard to rating for sewerage purposes.
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We have a situation in this State, in the
metropolitan area, where the sewerage scheme
goes through sand and disposal methods such as
septic tanks are very successful. However, in
country areas most of the sewerage schemes are
subsidised. These particular towns have a very
shallow type of soil with a clay underlay which
makes impossible the successful use of septic
systems.

So the shires in this State, assisted by the
Government, and with the approval of the
ratepayers have established subsidised sewerage
schemes. We have come a long way from the old
night cart which I recall was used when I was a
boy. It is right that we should have advanced in
this manner, because that was a very antiquated
method of disposing of sewage.

The Government should assist country towns,
particularly where there is a clay underlay below
very shallow soil. Within the province which I
represent, five shires have subsidised sewerage
schemes. They are Goomalling. Dowerin, Koorda,
Brookton, and Williams. Under those schemes the
Government subsidises the difference between the
amount of rates collected by the shire and the cost
of the schemes. In other words, the funding of the
loans and the running costs of the schemes,
whichever is the less, is subsidised by the
Government up to a figure of 85 per cent.

As a result of periodic revaluations, we are now
faced with a problem. On occasions valuations are
not carried out with sufficient frequency and
substantial rises take place if a valuation has not
been conducted for I I or 13 years.

Not ,nly do we have to face the situation in
which revaluations increase the amount paid by
the ratepayers for the sewerage schemes, but also
there is the problem that when the valuation
automatically comes onto a gross rental value
there will be a further increase of 664 per cent. If
we look at some of these areas, we find it is rather
astounding to realise what will happen. I will deal
with the Shire of Dalwallinu. The last revaluation
carried out there was in 1969 and the next one is
likely to be in 1980. Over that IlI-year period the
increase in valuation will be approximately 100
per cent on the present-day values. Therefore, on
a home valued at an annual rental value of $600
the owner will pay $90 in sewerage rates. The
revaluation will lift the rates to $180.

The Hon. ft. Thompson: In the metropolitan
area it costs $3 a week to pull the chain.

The lion. N. E. BAXTER: On top of that we
have to add the gross rental value so that the $90
will rise to about $300. It is a serious problem.
Not only does this occur in Dalwallinu, but it will

occur also in Dowerin, Brookion, Koorda,
Williams, and other towns with subsidised
sewerage schemes. It is alarming to say the least.

This evening I spoke to the Shire Clerk of
Goomnalling who informed me that the hotel was
on a valuation of $10 860 at the present time. A
valuation was conducted approximately three
years ago and another one is being carried out
now.

I do not know why the revaluations at
Goomnalling are being carried out so frequently,
because other shires have to wait for I I years or
Up to 13 years for a revaluation to be carried out.
To return to the situation in Goomalling, the hotel
is on a valuation of $10 860. It is paying
$1 629.96 and that amount will be increased by
approximately 10 per cent. As at the 1st July,
1980, when gross rentals are applied, the hotel
will have to pay two-thirds of $629 plus 10 per
cent, which will amount to at least another
$I1200. It looks as though the hotel will be paying
approximately $2 000 a year in sewerage rates.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Next year you might
have an opportunity to reduce the State tax on
beer.

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER: I do not believe
beer comes into the disposal of effluent. An
attractive house in Goomalling is valued at $1 280
and is paying approximately $192 at the present
time. That rate w ill increase greatly. A State
house occupant would have to pay approximately
$84.30 and that figure will be doubled.

The Hon. R. Thompson: If a revaluation has
not been done for I I years, that bears no
relationship.

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER: Goomalling had a
revaluation three years ago and another one is
being conducted now. It must be remembered
that the subsidised sewerage schemes have been
established in Goomalling, Dowerin, and
Broocton, only in the last four or five years. It is a
new situation because they Were not there I I or
13 years ago.

The Hon. R. Thompson: What sort of interest
is the shire paying?

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER: The subsidy is paid
by the Government to meet the difference
between the amortisation of the loan, including
interest, plus the costs, less the amount collected
in rates.

The Hon. R. Thompson: What sort of interest
do they pay?

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER: As Mr Berry said,
valuation totalled $700 000 in Carnarvon last
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year and under the new setup with the new
valuation, the amount will be up by 661 per cent.

So, they are well down the drain. The
ratepayers will have their rates reviewed, and they
will be increased to a very high figure.

The Hon. R. Thompson: As a result of
Government action.

The H-on. N. E. BAXTER: I am trying to point
out to the Government what is happening. Let us
consider what is happening in those shires which
are contemplating putting in a subsidised
sewerage scheme.

I received from the Quairading Shire Council a
letter dated the 3rd December, t979. It is signed
by the shire clerk (Mr T. L. White) and reads as
follows-

Thank you for your letter of the 2nd
October enclosing notes on the Valuation of
Land Act and its relevance to Sewerage
Rating.

I had sent to the shire some notes I received from
the Minister for Works (the Hon. G. C.
MacKinnon), who has been very co-operative in
this issue. He has supplied me with as much
information as possible in an attempt to resolve
the problem. The letter continues-

As my Council is listed for a subsidised
scheme, I was concerned as to the effect of
the Gross Rental Value System but had not
been able to obtain any information on the
matter before.

The notes from Hansard suggest a number
of alterations but is is not clear to me as to
whether Parliament has actually resolved to
amend the Act to reduce the maximum rate
to 9c in the S.

Unknown to Mr White, of course, Parliament
does not have the power to reduce rates. The rate
of 15c in the dollar is arranged under an
agreement between the particular shire and the
Treasury. To continue the letter-

Would you please advise if this has been
done or what action is being taken in that
direction.

The introduction of a Sewerage Scheme to
Quairading was proposed to our ratepayers
on the basis that they could expect a
sewerage rate of approximately $120-S150.
If this is to be $200-$250, 1 doubt that the
proposal would be so readily accepted. We
must be assured of the situation before we
proceed any further or the ratepayers would
rightly claim misrepresentation in this
matter.

That is quite understandable. A shire puts a
proposition to its ratepayers, and advises them of
the estimated cost of a subsidised scheme. Then
the shire is faced with the situation where the cost
to the ratepayers rises astronomically. It is
important that the Minister should take up this
matter in Cabinet and endeavour to do something
about it.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Has the Government
placed a time limit on when it will subsidise these
schemes?

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER: No, it is an annual
subsidy.

Sitting suspended from 8.34 to 9.40 p.m.
The Hon. N. E. BAXTER: When we

suspended until the ringing of the bells I was
about to conclude, but Mr Thompson interjected.
He wanted to know the Government's time limit
on the subsidy. That period of time is the period
when the rates collected cover the funding of the
loan plus the annual cost. That time of course is
when the subsidy will be phased out altogether.
That is what Mr Berry and I complained about;
the fact that the subsidy was helping those
ratepayers by keeping the rates down to what we
believe is a reasonable level. With the addition of
revaluation and on top of that, a gross annual
value on the 1st July, 1980, we will come to a
stage where this period of time will be shortened
because of this change.

The money which has been spent on sewerage
connections in the metropolitan area amounts to
many millions of dollars. When one looks around
the metropolitan area at some of the new
subdivisions one sees the sewerage drains put in
for these areas and realises the amount of money
which has been spent. In comparison the amount
spent in the country is infinitesimal.

The city soil is more adaptable to the disposal
of effluent than is that of the country areas. As
far as possible the Government should endeavour
to assist the country areas in the same way it has
assisted in the subdivision schemes. The
Government should have a further look at the
situation. The matter of valuation is not
something that is peculiar to Western Australia,
all States have been faced with this problem.

In New South Wales in 1978 the Government
attempted to introduce a rating system which
would be equitable and fair to everyone. It tried
to find the answer to their problem and the
Government came up with a system which it
introduced through amending legislation. It was
similar to that which the Government is passing
here; that is, where there is a revaluation which
increases rates and where something like this is
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done, the ratepayers pay only 50 per cent of the
increase in the first year. It does not solve the
problem; it is only a temporary measure because
the ratepayers will eventually have the full force
of the rate.

That will not happen this year or next year but
the following year they will be hit by this very
heavy impost for rates for sewerage services in
this State. I again make a plea to the Government
to have a further look at this and ror the few
thousand dollars involved, give some assistance to
country people raced with the large rates. They
are also paying rates to the local authorities and
costs are increasing all the time.

THlE HON. D. K. DANS (South Metro-
politan-Lecader of the Opposition) [9.45 p.m.]:
During the course of this debate there has been a
fair amount of coming and going in respect of
what will happen at Jervoise Bay. For the record,
once again, I indicate the Labor Party supports
the North-West Shelf gas concept.

I believe that it would be a very good decision
for the Government-and I am addressing my
remarks to the Leader of the House-to contact a
company called Brown and Root Pty. Ltd. which
is one of the largest companies in the world and
which was responsible ror most or the platrorm
construction in the North Sea, and the pipeline.
The company has a number of excellent films.
They are far more advanced than those put out by
Woodside and their partners. One film traces the
whole operation. It is very long and it may have to
be shown in a couple of segments1. This should be
shown to all members of the Parliament at an
appropriate time. It still has an office in this
State, but I do not know whether it is going to
enter this project here, but (be films are still
available.

There seems to be a tremendous amount of
misthinking on the question or Jervoise Bay. We
oppose the taking of that very small portion of
land because it was an "A"-class reserve. I have
been down to look at it because i t is in my
electorate. I believe the Government would be
well advised to have a look at the piece of
Commonwealth land where the rig was built.

Ifwe get the work which is hoped for the area
-and my remarks are for Mr Pratt also-then all
the operations will not be at the waterfront; they
will be also at the dormitory suburbs near Jervoise
Bay. Skilled tradesmen will be required and if we
are going to have the larger construction such as
jackets etc. in the future then they will be
welcome. There will need to be a large area
available for the marshalling of the steel supplies
for that to be done. It may well be that as the

project gets under way the whole operation could
be moved north. Certainly the very major
operation or spinning and putting together the
submarine pipeline would have to be done in the
north-west. This film I just rererred to will
explain what it is all about.

There will be many people involved, and
experts will have to be engaged for the project.
We will require very special welders, of whom
there are not many in the world. I know when the
Tonkin Government was looking at this, the
Americans could allow only nine of these welders
to come here for six months to train our people.

I am hoping we can take the heat out of the
situation and get on with the job and at least
allow the joint venturers to go ahead and let them
know that we are right behind them. These people
monitor very closely what members say in
Parliament. We need this project which will give
a considerable amount of employment to people
who have no jobs.

I think it would be worth while for all of us to
have a look at the project to see what is involved
and the problems associated with it. Let us get on
with the job and see how much work can be
generated in Jervoise Bay and for the whole of the
metropolitan area and the north-west.

THE HON. G. C. MacKINNON (South-West
-Leader of the House) [9.50 p.m.]: I thank
members for their contribution to this debate, and
I take it we are in effect dealing with the
Appropriation Bill (Consolidated Revenue Fund),
the Appropriation Bill (General Loan Fund), and
the Loan Bill; at least I hope so.

I assure Mr Dans I have already made
arrangements for that section of his speech to be
sent to the Minister for Industrial Development. I
have written down the name of Brown Roots to
ensure my parliamentary secretary makes the
necessary arrangements to pass on that
suggestion.

We have bad a number of speeches on a variety
of subjects and I know members would not expect
me to deal with them in any detail.

Mr Berry and Mr Baxter dealt with roughly the
same matter; that is, the problem of rating. The
problem has been brought home to the country
water supply and sewerage section of the Public
Works Department. It must be remembered that
in the scheme of financing a certain amount of
money is available and a priority system is
established for the expenditure of that money. It
is quite separate from the metropolitan
system-and I deviate to mention something
about the metropolitan system because Mr Baxter
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mentioned the big drains which are dug and all
the rest of it.

The metropolitan system is expected not to
make a profit, but not to make a loss. The fact
that it had a few bad years with the sale of water
and is running slightly behind in revenue
collections will be made up in the next few years.
It must be made up under the Metropolitan
Water Supply, Sewerage, and Drainage Act.

The country scheme does not have any such
limitations and is currently running at a deficit of
something like $30 million. Coming back to
money availability, the Public Works Department
handles certain sewerage schemes throughout the
country but from time to time local authorities
approach the department saying, "We have a real
problem with regard to the handling of waste
water; what can you do?" The department says in
effect, -We are sorry but you have such a priority
listing that we will not reach you for another five
years"' or whatever.

But in order to cope with this there is a scheme,
and if money is borrowed it can be funded
provided certain actions are taken. That is the
subsidy scheme which is being used by Carnarvon
and a number of other towns-about 14
altogether, I think. One of the conditions is that
the maximum rate be charged. The local
authority does not have to charge the maximum
rate; it can do what the other towns do and fund
the deficit from ordinary rates, if it wishes. But it
was put out of order because there was no money
with which to do it and it was handled in a
different way.

The Treasury has agreed to a spread of three
years from 1980, when gross rental values come
in, in order to make the necessary adjustment.
Nevertheless, I promise both members their
speeches will be examined and I will keep them
advised about any way in which relief can be
offered.

I was very interested in Mr McKenzie's
comments and I was delighted he introduced
some humour into them. It was probably quite
accidental but it eased the situation.

Mr Ian Pratt indicated to me he was in very
close touch with his local authority and co-
operated with it very well indeed.

The Hon. R. F Claughton: He indicated he
was in very close touch with the Minister to get
all his figures.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I notice he
ultimately received some strong support from Mr
Dims, which was quite interesting.

I would like to pursue another matter. I
appreciate that it is a difficult time to do so;
nevertheless, I believe it ought to be pursued. It
arose out of the speeches made by Mr Neil
McNeill and Mr Pratt last night and some
comments about a member in another place and
his remarks which were reported in a newspaper.
The Leader of the Opposition made some
comments about a convention.

I hasten to point out-and perhaps I should
have done it at that time, but I did not-that I
know of no such convention but I know of
Standing Order No. 86 which says-

No Member shall use offensive or
unbecoming words in reference to any
Member of either House, and all imputations
of improper motives and personal reflections
on Members shall be considered highly
disorderly, and words infringing this
Standing Order, when objected to, shall be
withdrawn forthwith.

Mr Dans made reference to the fact that l had at
some time or other-and I remember it quite
well-spoken about people not being able to
defend themselves.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: I did not say that. I hope
Hansard did not report that.

The H-on. G. C. MacKINNON: I took it he
did. I have always taken exception. I want to
explain that the exception I have always taken is
to people imputing improper motives or
inefficiency to Government officers. I stand by
the basic principle that a Minister in Parliament
is totally and absolutely responsible.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: I admire you for that.
The Hon G. C. MacKINNON: The Minister

takes the total and absolute credit if things go
right and he takes the total and absolute blame if
things go wrong. I have lived by that since 1965
when I was first appointed a Minister, and I will
live by it as long as I live.

When it comes to members in another place,
that is another matter. I have heard berated here
Prime Ministers, Premiers of other States, and al
sorts of people. But a member of Parliament must
expect that and I suppose we take it in our stride.
However, we have a Standing Order and we
should look after it. I said long ago-and I think
the man who said it about us was Joe Rowberry,
whom I heard telling a couple of doubtful stories
about members of Parliament-we are our own
worst enemies in belittling ourselves in the eyes of
the public.

I was myself the subject of such an attack the
other day and it is my intention to make a couple

5947



5948 [COUNCIL]

of comments about that. One of the things which
alarmed me is that the Press takes a quick, easy
story; one has not the time or it is not possible to
refute it at the moment, and it is blown up as a
factual statement.

The other night a member of the Legislative
Assembly made some comments about water in
this State. The imputation, whether or not he
knew it, was really on the employees of the
Metropolitan Water Board, the ordinary workers.
We always tend to forget it is the ordinary
workers who make things work. We tend to blame
the Ford Motor Co. if the company is not well put
together, but it is the workers who put it together,
not the General Manager of Ford Motor Co. It is
the workers of the Metropolitan Water Board
who make that board work, and the plain rubbish
which was contained in newspaper and television
reports was literally unbelievable. The Press rings
up and asks for a quick denial, which is very
difficult to give because one has to wait for a
transcript, it has to be okayed and corrected, and
it all takes time.

For instance, it was said that raw sewage which
has just been crushed or pulverised is pumped out
to sea at Swanbourne.

Fancy the abysmal ignorance of anyone who
would say things like that! It is unbelievable,
especially when one reads the records of these
men. Mr Piantadosio for two years has been the
union ethnic co-ordinator and, for four months,
has been the union secretary. Prior to that the was
a clerk and not connected with the Metropolitan
Water Board. Yet he was quoted in the Press as
being one of the two men who know more about
Metropolitan Water Board affairs than any other
workers in the State.

The Hon. ft. Thompson: Be honest. What sort
of political capital did you make out of this in
1958 and 1959?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Wait a minute.
This should not be allowed. The other fellow who
is supposed to be an expert is Mr Geronimos. He
has been employed as a union organiser for about
two months and was previously a clerk, again not
connected with the Water Board.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Liberal Party stooges
wrote your propaganda in 1958 and 1959.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Raw sewage is
put into oceans and rivers in many parts of the
world. It is put into the beautiful Derwent River
in Hobart, and it is put into the ocean at Sydney.
That is not done in Western Australia.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: Do you know the
greatest destroyer of the environment is treated
sewage? That is happening in Cockburn Sound.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: The whole
story of Cockburn Sound will be told when the
report is released. Our processing works at
Shenton Park handled 45 million gallons of
sewage a day in 1977. At present it is handling
approximately 40 million gallons a day. Of that
16 million gallons is treated to the secondary
stage, and it is mixed with 24 million gallons
which is treated to the primary stage. Solids are
extracted and put into ponds, and the water is
then sent out to sea. The solids are actually sold
to market gardeners as soil conditioner.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Sludge.
The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Yes, it is dried

in ponds and it becomes sludge.
Another statement made was that the

maintenance work force has been depleted since
1975. 1 am sure that was the year when "Reg"
was in; but in the last 3V2 years the maintenance
work force has increased by over 200 men. It was
stated that when manholes are taken off our
sewers, rats and cockroaches are found. That is
absolute rubbish. The sewers in this State are pipe
sewers and are sealed.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Would you state
categorically that no raw sewage flows into
Cockburn Sound?

The Hon. 0. C. MacKINNON: No raw
sewage goes to sea in Cockburn Sound.

The Hon. R. Thompson: I will take you out and
show you.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKINNON: Any raw
sewage there comes from boats. I have been at sea
and have seen raw sewage which comes from
boats. No raw sewage goes out to sea from any
treatment works in Western Australia.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: I will challenge you,
because if you take the lid off a sewer you will
find rats and cockroaches.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: One cannot
take the lid off a sewer. We have no brick sewers.

It was claimed also that our sewage flows at a
rate of 20 kilometres an hour. We are lucky to get
it to flow at the rate of one kilometre an hour.
There is a total and absolute lack of truth in the
statements made by those gentlemen. We have
never had seven gangs working on the poisoning
of rats and cockroaches; there is no need to have
such gangs, because our sewers are sealed. The
only trouble arises when sewers break on private
property.

The Hon. R. Thompson: That is not true. There
are plenty of unsealed sewers.
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The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: No there are
not; there might be drains, but there are no
unsealed sewers.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: They have inspection
ports.

The H-on. G. C. MacKINNON: Discarded
radio isotopes were referred to. They had only to
ask someone to find out that the State
Radiological Council deals with all radioactive
materials, and it is a very effective and
responsible body which is extremely careful in its
work.

Mr Piantadosio and Mr Geroninios are
supposed to know more about Perth water
supplies than anyone else in the country. That is
absolute nonsense. Two bottles of dirty
water-the technical term is turbid water-were
shown. Both were supposed to be taken from
Jandakot. People reading about that water are
entitled to become worried. However, all water
coming from bores in .landakot of which I am
aware is dirty and it comes up smelling. It must
be aerated-as it is in all the treatment
plants-to get rid of the smell, which is caused by
ordinary methane gas. The water is treated. One
of the new processes is known as Sirofloc, a
process which has been publicised world wide.
The water is treated in a variety of manners, and
it is difficult to treat; but it comes out crystal
clear.

The Hon. R. G. Pike: In London they drink
water from the Thames.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Yes, after it is
treated.

It was claimed one bottle of water was acid; it
must have come from a small pocket of surface
water which was struck when pipes were being
laid. Probably a sample was sent to the university
because the board was worried about its acid
content, and it feared corrosion of the pipes. It
was said the water was so acid that no-one should
put his hands in it. That is absolute nonsense.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Surface water at
Jandakot ate through a new galvanised iron tank
in eight months.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Yes, that is
surface water; yet those two gentlemen told the
newspaper it was bore water from Jandakot, and
it was highly acid.

The Hon. R. Thompson: When I put up these
arguments years ago you people defeated me.
People at Jandakot existed on surface water.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I am talking
about what happened yesterday and the claims
that were made, and I am pointing out they are

absolute rubbish; the claims were made only to
frighten the people of Western Australia.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Fifteen years ago you
told me I was telling lies.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: The two
gentlemen talked about Pouring stuff into our
water, and putting all this rubbish into reservoirs;
they let their imagination run away with them.
Reference was made to the stench from water
which is drawn from bores. Let them drive
through Dianella or Wanneroo-or even
Busselton-when groundwater reticulation is
operating and they will find that smell. Funnily
enough, the same people who pay for that smelly
water and who happen to live alongside the
Shenton Park treatment plant will scream about
the smell which comes from the treatment plant,
yet put up with it in respect of their groundwater.

Te smell is caused by the same gas. By the way,
it will burn if it can be concetrated sufficiently.

The story about salinity, about the stench and
the acidity of water, and of pumping 24 million
litres of untreated sewage into the sea is absolute
rubbish. I have checked three times today, and I
find no untreated sewage goes into any ocean
outfall in Western Australia. Any effluent that
can be seen in the ocean must come from boats.

Reference was made to caustic soda tanks. A
problem occurred at the Shenton Park plant, and
the Minister before me arranged to get
consultants in. The Shenton Park system is a
difficult one because the haul is too long. I am
advised that waste water-that is the euphemistic
term for you know what-must be handled
quickly so that gases do not have time to form.
When it is hauled a tong way, difficulties are
created.

Point of Order

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: I do not like
to raise a point of order, but I do. The matters
about which the Leader of the House is speaking
have not been raised in the debate, but in the
Press. The appropriate procedure would be for the
Leader of the House to seek leave to make a
statement at the appropriate time. I believe this is
not the appropriate time, and it is even less
appropriate when the Minister commenced his
speech by talking about the principles that should
be observed in debate. I think it is most
inappropriate that he should make this statement
now.

The PRESIDENT: This is the Appropriation
Bill (Consolidated Revenue Fund) and I would
find it difficult indeed to rule the Minister out of
order.
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Debate Resumed
The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I was

delighted this year when the Premier advised me
in respect of the subsidisation of pensioners that
as from the beginning of the 1980 financial year
he was prepared to make provision within CRF
for the financing or so per cent of that
subsidisation. An amount of 50 per cent will be
carried by the Metropolitan Water Board, and
the other 50 per cent will be met from
Consolidated Revenue Fund. There will be a
deficit of an additional $4 million in this year.

The point remains that all these matters of
injections into the sewerage system of caustic
soda, hydrogen peroxide, and the like were
advised by excellent consultants, and they have
had the desired effect at both the Shenton Park
and the Beenyup treatment plants.

The Hon. R. Thompson: When will you
improve Woodman Point?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: We will spend
a great deal of money there shortly, and Mr
Thompson will be delighted.

I want to make the point that the people of the
metropolitan area need have no rear whatsoever
about the standard of the water they drink and
use for other purposes. There is no health risk
whatsoever.

In addition, all the effluent disposed of at sea is
treated at least to the primary stage, which is far
more than happens in most other States of
Australia.

I thank members for their interest.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee. etc.
Bill passed through Committee without debate,

reported without amendment, and the report
adopted.

Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by the Hon.
G. C. MacKinnon (Leader of the House), and
passed.

BILLS (6): ASSENT
Message from the Governor received and read

notifying assent to the following Bills-
I.Country High School Hostels Authority

Act Amendment Bill.
2. Superannuation and Family Benefits Act

Amendment Bill.

3. Child Welfare Act Amendment Bill.
4.
5.
6.

Acts Amendment (Port Authorities) Bill.
Perth Theatre Trust Bill.
Perth and Tattersall's Bowling and

Recreation Club (Inc.) Bill.

COMPANY TAKE-OVERS HILL
Returned

Bill returned from the Assembly with
amendments.

Assembly's Amendments: In Committee

The Deputy Chairman of Committees (the
Mon. T. Knight) in the Chair; the Hon. 0. C.
MacKinnon (Leader of the House), in charge of
the Bill.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The
amendments made by the Assembly are as
follows-

No. 1.
Clause 9, page I8, line 36-Delete

expression "12.5%" and substitute
expression -20%".

the
the

No. 2.
Clause 1 2, page 23, line 37 and line

39-Delete the expression "12.5%" in
those lines, and substitute the expression
'20%".

No. 3.
Clause 12, page 24, line 5-Delete the

expression -12.5%- and substitute the
expression "20%".

No. 4.
Clause 15, page 29. line 15-Delete

the expression "11.5%" and substitute
the expression "19%".

No. 5.
Clause 30, page 59, line 38--Delete

the expression -12.5%" and substitute
the expression "20%".

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I move-
That the amendments made by

Assembly be agreed to.
the

Members will recall that when the Attorney
General was handling this Bill he mentioned that
the percentage of shares which could be
purchased by an individual was 12.5 per cent, but
there was some doubt whether it should remain at
that figure. At that point, certain other actions
had to follow.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: We agree with the
amendments.
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The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: There has
been a great deal of discussion. As members will
know, this Bill was hurried in its final
preparation. After mature consideration it has
been decided that a person ought to be allowed to
accumulate 20 per cent before the following
actions are necessary.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: That was the
Commonwealth legislation.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I hope the
Committee will agree with the proposed
amendments.

Question put and passed; the Assembly's
amendments agreed to.

Report

Resolution reported, the report adopted, and a
message accordingly returned to the Assembly.

APPROPRIATION BILL (GENERAL
LOAN FUND)

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 5th December.
THE HON. I. C. PRATT (Lower West) [ 10.23

p~rn.: Members will remember that earlier
tonight I spoke about the matters I have been
happy with in the Roekingham area in the last six
years. At the time I was conscious of the fact that
we wished to adjourn briefly at 8.30. p.m. There
were some matters. I wished to have recorded in
H-ansard, so I will do that now.

Firstly, there is the special school for the area
which has been allocated to Parmelia. It should be
located in Rockingham to serve the area of
M andura h- Rockingham- Kwi nana. It is our belief
it should be situated centrally to that region, and
that would be at Rockingham.

The second matter relates to the need for a
special class at the Rockingham High School.
There are many people in support of it, and they
will be working towards obtaining it. We believe
also that provision within the education system
should be made to eater for the gifted children
particularly in our area. There are many gifted
children within the Rockingham area, as we
believe there are in the rest of the State. Special
provision ought to be made for them.

We are anxious to have the bus transfer station
shifted to the Rockingham shopping eentre. That
will make it central to the area and more
convenient for the people.

At present, there is a subsidy for cultural
facilities in regional centres:, and we understand
that a hefty subsidy is to go to Geraldton. We

would like one extended to cover the subregional
centres, of which there are four in the
metropolitan area.

There is a great need in Rockingham for a
theatre facility. There is land available, and we
would like it put to that use.

There is need for extensions to the
Rockingham-Kwinana Hospital.

We are looking forward to the development of
the Port Kennedy area. It has been taken to the
planning stage, but there is a need for that to
proceed. There is the need for development of
areas for such organisations as motorcycle clubs.
They have been featured in the Press recently,
and there is an area allocated in the Port Kennedy
locality. We wish it to be developed as soon as
possible.

The Secret Harbour development has reached
the planning stage, and we want it to go ahead, to
provide employment in the area.

In relation to the bus services, I have said I am
pleased with them. However, there is room for
improvement, and we look forward to that.

A bonec of contention is the planned railway line
which would split Rockingham in two. Many local
people including the Government members
representing the area would like the line deleted
from the plans.

These are the matters I had intended to raise in
my previous speech, but I was conscious of the
time, as I am now.

I support the Bill.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, Cec.

Bill passed through Committee without debate,
reported without amendment, and the report
adopted.

Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by the Hon.
G. C. MacKinnon (Leader of the House), and
passed.

LOAN BILL
Second Reading

Order of the day read for the resumption of the
debate from the 5th December,

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
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In Committee
The Chairman of Committees (the Hon. V. J.

Ferry) in the Chair; the Hon. G. C. MacKinnon
(Leader of the House) in charge of the Dill.

Clauses I to 6 put and passed.
First to third schedules put and passed.
Title-
The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I wish to

express my appreciation to members for handling
these three Bills together, having made their
speeches at considerable length on the tabled
papers. I wish to assure all members that the
remarks they have made which have a bearing on
other departments and on my own department,
and questions to which I was unable to provide a
reply, will be answered as speedily as possible. In
fact, most of the answers have been forwarded
already.

Title put and passed.

Report
Dill reported, without amendment, and the

report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by the Hon.

G. C. MacKinnon (Leader of the House), and
passed.

QUESTIONS
Questions were taken at this stage.

LIQUOR ACT? AMENDMENT
BILL (No. 2)

Returned
Bill returned from the Assembly without

amendment.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

THE H-ON. G. C. MacKINNON (South-West
-Leader of the House) [10.55 p.m.]: I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn until
a date to be fixed by the President.

Complimentary Remarks

Mr President, the adoption of this motion will
mark the conclusion of the third session of the
29th Parliament in Western Australian.

With the exception of four members who have
already indicated their intention to retire
voluntarily at the expiration of their term next

year, it is a sobering reminder that half the
members of this House are required to present
themselves before the electors of this State in the
near future. It is also a reminder of the
uncertainty associated with our chosen profession.

Without seeming to be too benevolent as far as
the Opposition members are concerned, although
the lyrics of the song-"I've grown accustomed to
your face"-could well apply, I trust all retiring
members enjoy a good campaign in their efforts
for re-election.

Having made mention of the four members who
will not be continuing with us next year, it is with
somewhat mixed feelings that I now pay tribute
and say farewell to these honourable gentlemen.

The Hon. George, Berry was elected to the
Legislative Council as member for the Lower
North Province in May, 1968. In his maiden
speech in that year, Mr Berry quoted from a
speech made by Sir John Forrest, the then
Premier of this State, in 1894, which contained
the following passage-

For my part, I believe in making a
country's Houses of Parliament as
convenient, as beautiful and even as splendid
as possible, so that those who enter them may
regard them as something like sacred ground
and be impressed with a certain amount of
reverence for their surroundings and so
behave themselves.

By the exemplary manner in which Mr Berry has
always conducted himself during his 12 years in
this place, I can only say that he must have been
most suitably impressed on entering Parliament
House.

While historical records of Parliament may
simply show that Mr Berry was a member from
1968 to 1980, 1 am sure all members will support
me in adding a postscript to the effect that he was
a good and conscientious representative of the
people in his electoral province and held in high
regard by his fellow members.

The lHon. Don Cooley was elected member for
the North-East Metropolitan Province in May,
1974 and, although this represents only one term

as a member of the Legislative Council, I could
possibly be excused for saying that, in that time,
he has made his presence felt sufficiently to
suggest he has been here much longer.

It could well be, now that Mr Cooley has
decided to retire to greener pastures, BHP will
give a sigh of relief.

Be that as it may and, in spite of many
differences of opinion or philosophy debated with
Mr Cooley in this Chamber, it is one of the great

5952



[Thursday, 6th December, 1979] 55

satisfactions in life to respect the other person and
I believe we achieve just that in our daily political
life in this particular institution.

The Hon. Claude Stubbs was elected member
for the South-East Province in May, 1962 and
'was Minister for Local Government and Chief
Secretary in the Tonkin Government from March,
1971, to April, 1974. He was also selected for a
study tour in 1970.

It is not my intention to extol the virtues of Mr
Stubbs, as I believe the Leader of the Opposition
will perform that task mare adequately than 1,
when he rises to speak. Suffice it to say, that as a
member of the House Mr Stubbs has performed
his duty most ably and has earned the respect of
all who know him.

To my knowledge he probably accomplished
more than any other member of the Opposition
bench. He was persistent with regard to noise, the
fire danger attaching to children's clothing, and
the dangers of children drowning-and dogs
which came later.

Last, but by no means least, I come to the Hon.
Ron Thompson, who was elected to the
Legislative Council on the 7th February, 1959 in
succession to the late Hon. Gilbert Fraser.

Mr Thompson represented the West Province,
which later became the South Metropolitan
Province and has served his electorate and the
State well.

During the Tonkin Government, he was
appointed Minister for Community Welfare and
later took over the additional portfolios of Police
and Tourism. From 1974 to 1976 he was Leader
of the Opposition in this Chamber.

I am not sure of Mr Thompson's future plans,
but in case it is not his intention to stand for
another term in the Legislative Council, I wish
him well.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Perhaps Assembly, not
Council,

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Perhaps I
should have said "to the Parliament". I could best
conclude my remarks on Mr Thompson by saying
that he has shown himself to be a man of integrity
and strong principles. In addition, he possesses
one of those admirable traits, a quiet but quick
sense of humour which, I think, is a blessing if
one is to survive the rigours of political life.

It goes without saying that we will miss these
four members when Parliament next meets,
although possibly they will not share our regrets,
as they shed the burdens of public and political
life.

(187)

It is with regret I must state that Mr Claude
Stubbs is not here tonight, having not enjoyed
very good health over the last year or so. We are
saddened also by the fact that Mr Gayfer had
himself admitted to Corrigin Hospital this
morning. He has been unwell for some little time,
and he had to return to hospital today.

I know I speak for all present in wishing these
members health, happiness, and many years in
which to enjoy their retirement.

Mr President, once again I have the privilege to
express my personal appreciation, and that of my
ministerial colleagues in this Chamber, to you for
the manner in which the business of this House
has been conducted.

During the life of this 29th Parliament, we have
dealt with no fewer than 325 Bills, of which 80
originated in the Legislative Council. The figures
for this year are 123 Bills, 31 originating in this
House. Of these, 118 have been passed, one had
been defeated, and two have been discharged
from the notice paper. One Bill lapsed, in the
Legislative Assembly.

While many of these Bills could be described as
machinery measures, there has been a significant
number reflecting the implementation of
Government policy and attracting a good deal of
debate. However, it has been a pleasing feature
that the work has progressed in an orderly fashion
which, I believe, in no small way can be attributed
to the manner in which you, Mr President, have
controlled the proceedings.

At the same time, I must pay tribute to the
Chairman of Committees and Deputy President
(the Hon. Vic Ferry), who has ably assisted to
control the proceedings in this Chamber; also, the
Deputy Chairmen of Committees (the Hon. R. ..
L.' Williams, the Hon. Don. Cooley, and the Hon.
T. Knight).

To my two ministeral colleagues, I express
appreciation for their great assistance to me, not
only during the year, but also for the whole period
of this Parliament.

Likewise, I make special mention of the
Government Whip (the Hon. G. E. Masters), who
has performed his tasks in a most pleasant and
efficient manner. I am sure he would like me to
convey thanks to his opposite number, the Hon.
R. F. Claughton, for the co-operation which exists
between the two Whips and which goes a long
way towards making their work load easier. This
co-operation is an essential component of a happy
and smoothl y-runni ng House.

Many others are deserving of our thanks. I
refer to the members of the various
committees-Standing Orders, Library, House
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and Printing. To those members, I express
appreciation for their efforts and contribution to
the operations of this House.

To all the Government members I express my
gratitude for their confidence and support over
the past three years.

I would also like to thank the Leader of the
Opposition (the Hon. Des Dans), for the
continued co-operation that has existed in dealing
with the work before the House.

I mean that comment very sincerely. I do not
think there are nmnny places in which the co-
operation is as good and as efficient as it is here.

In addition, there is a host of personnel who
contribute to the workings not only of this
Chamber, but also of Parliament in general and
are deserving of our utmost appreciation. The
Clerk of the Legislative Council and Clerk of the
Parliaments (Mr John Ashley) and the Clerk
Assistant (Mr Les Hoft), have continued to
provide the high standard of service we have
grown to expect. They are ably supported by Mr
Ian Allnutt, Mr David Stephens, Mr Ken
Chinnery. and all the attendants who look after
our every-day needs.

I make particular mention of our Hansard
reporters and congratulate Mr Jim Cox for
maintaining the high standard which prevails in
the recording of our proceedings.

Then there is the staff under the control of Mr
Bernie Edmondson, the telephonists, dining room,
kitchen and bar staff, as well as the gardeners
who keep our surrounds in meticulous condition.
All these people are deserving of our thanks for
the service they provide.

In thanking Mr Jack Charman, I have no doubt
that Mr Medcalf and Mr Wordsworth would like
to be included also in expressing appreciation for
his valued assistance. 1 sincerely trust that all
members of the House find him as helpful as we
do.

I now turn to another area which members will
appreciate has occupied a great deal of my time
during 1979.

As Minister responsible for the 1 50th
Anniversary celebrations, I pay a special tribute
to the other members of the 150th Anniversary
Board, my ministerial colleague, the Hon. Peter
Jones, Minister for Education, Cultural Affairs,
and Recreation, Mr Slade Drake-Brockman, who
was made executive chairman in August, 1978,
and Dr Neil Stewart.

Mr Slade Drake-Brockman and Dr Neil
Stewart were two of the original three-man
executive committee appointed in 1975, and great

credit must go to these gentlemen for their
wonderful contribution, both in the planning and
implementation stages of our magnificent
anniversary year. Slade Drake-Brockman's
influence and personal guidance at the executive
level were great contributing factors to the
success of the celebrations. On behalf of the
Government, particularly as Minister charged
with the responsibility for the celebrations, I wish
to place on record my sincere appreciation for Mr
Drake-Brockman's personal contribution.

Mr Keith Shinimon has been the executive
officer of the 150th Anniversary Board since
August, 1978.

The experience gained as Secretary of the
Public Service Board, from which he was
seconded as Acting Director of the WA Art
Gallery and Acting Secretary to the Governor of
Western Australia, fitted him well to perform the
meticulous administrative duties required for the
conduct of the 150th Anniversary celebrations.

He has obtained excellent work results from the
staff employed in the board's office, and co-
operation and respect from the voluntary workers
making up the chairmen and members of the
committees. He has been of great assistance to
the chairman and members of the board.

He has helped to create a happy, friendly and
efficient atmosphere, so essential for the conduct
of such a large and continuing event.

The board's thanks are extended to the
Chairman of the Public Service Board for making
Mr Shimmon available.

To the staff of the 150th Anniversary Board
office and the other members of the board, I want
to say a very big "Thank you" for a job well done.

Mr President, we have witnessed some
tragedies and some very exciting events during
the year. Cyclone "Hazel" caused great
devastation, and there was an earthquake at
Cadoux. Unfortunately Sir David Brand died, and
I felt his death personally, as did a number of
members. Then there was the great tragedy of the
murder of Lord Louis Mountbatten, and an event
which fortunately was without death; that is, the
dropping of Skylab on our soil. There were most
unusual events, tragic events, and happy events.
To my mind it has been a very great year and one
which will certainly stay in my mind for the rest
of my life.

I thank members for their contribution to what
has been a memorable Parliament for me,
concluded by a very happy year. I hope all
members have enjoyed the year. and that they
will enjoy their work for the election. I hope the
result is to their satisfaction.
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Mr President, I wish you and your family a
very happy Christmas and a prosperous New
Year. I would like to convey the same wish to all
who work in this Parliament-to the members
and staff from one end of the building to the
other.

THE HON. D. L. DANS (South
Metropolitan-Leader of the Opposition) 111.09
p.m.J: It gives me very great pleasure to support
the remarks of the Leader of the House (the Hon.
G. C. MacKinnon). I am not a great valedictory
speech-maker, but I am reminded of the great
work by Sholokhov, A Day in the Life of Man.

When I look around this House, I am.
reminded of the great traditions of the
Westminster system. It has been said often that a
great tribute to management is continuity-not
how much money an organisation makes. I
suppose it stands to reason that if a business keeps
operating it is successful.

Apart from our parliamentary system, the
institutions which have stood the test of time
are the great religious orders. Indeed they are
well managed.

I believe the Westminster system can fit into
any situation. In 1979-SO we should be looking to
streamline our parliamentary systemn to fit it more
for the l980s and beyond. I believe we are lagging
far behind. Our system should be made more
democratic.

I want to pay tribute to all the people in this
Chamber-indeed to all the people in the
Parliament. We have spoken already about the
members who are leaving the Parliament, and I
will not traverse that ground again. I have a great
regard for all members in this Chamber, and
indeed, in another place.

I have spoken about the Hon. Ron Thompson
and, my long association with him. The Leader of
the House referred to the Hon. Claude Stubbs.
Earlier this evening I told the House that he is a
most remarkable person. It is rather sad to know
he is sick at this time. I hope he recovers and goes
on for many years. Knowing his spirit and his will
to succeed, certainly that will happen.

I have already told Mr George Berry, in a
jocular manner, to keep sending the grapefruit,
although he need not wrap them in the usual
pornographic literature! I have a great regard for
Mr Berry; his most admirable feature is his
sincerity. I know he has said he is not a great
debater, but that does not really matter-his
sincerity comes through. For any parliamentarian
or any person in public life, that is what people
are looking for in their leaders.

Last but not least I refer to Mr Don Cooley. He
was one of the first people I met when I returned
from New South Wales to live in my home state
of Western Australia. I must again place on
record Don Cooley's contribution to this State in
the field of industrial relations. His contribution
will be hard to surpass. Certainly, it has not been
surpassed since he left his position as President of
the Trades and Labor Council. It will take a long
time for someone to replace this man. He has the
ear of many people in the city because he is
respected and trusted. We should teach our young
people that respect is probably the finest thing
one can havt.

Mr Cooley was an A-grade cricket umpire for a
long period. Cricket is one of my favourite sports,
and I know that to last for some time 'as an
umpire in this exciting sport, one must be an
excellent umpire and be respected and trusted.

I would like to thank all members of the staff,
and I really mean all of them-Mr Ashley, M~r
Hoft, Ian, David, and Trevor, and in particular
the Hansard staff. This session has been an
extremely difficult one for then and it has gone on
for a long time. I am afraid that sometimes we
forget Hansard. I would like to thank the
stewards, the bar staff, the chef and his assistants,
and the people who work in the gardens.

Of course, I would like to thank the members of
the Press. No matter on what side of the House
one stands, sometimes we agree with the Press
and love to quote its articles, and at other times
we would like to do something else with the Ness.
Probably that is the hallmark of a free Nress.
Most people of the oommunity understand that
and do not quarrel with it.

I was very pleased to hear the Attorney
General earlier today when discussing the
Company Take-overs Dill make the profound
statement that the old hard noses of the early
19th century had now gone. We must look now
not simply at profits, but also at people. In some
respects, I believe profit is simply reinvestment
capital. We must start thinking about people as
such. If we do not, those in the next generation
will, and they are creeping up on us every day.

Mr President, I have not always agreed with
you. It is one of my human failings; I seem to like
to disagree with people. Perhaps it is because I get
to know them better that way. However, I respect
you.

Last, but not least, I pay tribute to my
collegues, the members of the Opposition.
Although few in number, they have performed
magnificently. When I can turn to my left or
behind me and know that the people sitting there
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are my friends and confidantes, it does not matter
that there are only nine of us; we can take on a
whole division of the enemy and even if we do not
win, we certainly fight a good battle. I am very
grateful for the contributions of my colleagues;
their sincerity and dedication is something I will
always remember. I have been associated with a
great number of people who have had those
attributes, but I have not seen any to match the
team we have here today.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: You have not yet told
us what Sholokhov said. We are all on edge
waiting for you to tell us.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: I simply remind Mr
Withers to read the book. The ABC has shown
the film on a number of occasions; it was well
worth seeing.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: I thought you were
going to quote him.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: In this modern age, we
do not reflect enough on the reasons for our being
here. It is a very sobering thought fr all of us.
Mr Withers should not go to the edge of his mind;
when man reaches the limits of his mind, that is
the end; he is not sure where he is, where he is
going, or where he has been.

This is a happy occasion for me simply because
the session is finishing. I wish all members and
staff well for the festive season, and I hope they
have a happy New Year. I also wish all members
a happy election campaign. I will not wish them
all a successful campaign; I am not that much of
a hypocrite! However, I hope none of us has any
traumatic experiences during the campaign.

THE HON. N. E. BAXTER (Central) 1 11. 18
p.m.]: On behalf of the National Country Party, I
would like first to apologise for the absence of my
colleagues. Mr Gayfer is in hospital; I hope it will
not be for long. The H-on. Win Piesse, thinking at
the time that the House would have risen by this
date, entered into an engagement some time ago
and is unavoidably absent tonight.

I join with the Leader of the House and with
the Leader of the Opposition in paying tribute to
the four retiring members-the Hon. Ron
Thompson, the Hon. Claude Stubbs, the Hon.
George Berry, and the Hon. Don Cooley.

Ron Thompson has always had a fairly ready
wit, and used to ask me some very sharp
questions. Sometimes I was not even able to give
him a sharp answer! At times he was so good with
some of his pointed questions that it appeared he
was asking a "Dorothy Dixer" in order to put one
over me. Perhaps his sharp questions had the
effect of sharpening me a little bit at times.

I have become good friends with George Berry
in the time he has been here, not only in this
House, but also outside this place when we have
been on bowling carnivals. We are going to miss
George when he retires. He will travel across to
Brisbane next January for the next bowling
carnival, which will be his swan song. His leaving
will reduce by 25 per cent the number of bowlers
in this Chamber; only Mr Ferry, Mr Gayfer, and
I will remain. I hope some new members with a
little bowling knowledge will join our team.

It is unfortunate Claude Stubbs is not with us
tonight. I have appreciated Claude's friendship in
the time he has been here and the work he has
done not only as a member in his electorate, but
also in this House and as a Minister from 1971 to
1974.

Don Cooley, too, will be missed. Underneath
that cut-and-thrust exterior there beats a heart of
gold.

To the 12 members who will face the
electorate, I wish the best of luck. I must be
honest and say that I hope the Country Party
increases its sadly-depleted figures in this
Parliament. Probably, some of those 12 members
will not return. I am sure they will be missed. We
form associations with members over the years
and when they retire or are defeated, they are
missed by us all. I look back over the years and
am grateful for the very many friendships I have
formed.

Mr President, I thank you for the many
kindnesses you have shown me during the year,
for the way you have conducted the House and
generally looked after things in Parliament. To
the Leader of the House and his Ministers I
express appreciation on behalf of all Country
Party members for the way in which they have
conducted themselves and for the information
provided in answer to questions and other requests
made of them. It has been very much appreciated
by us all.

To the Leader of the Opposition I offer my
thanks for his contributions over the year, which I
am sure we have all appreciated. We have not
always agreed with what he has said, but we have
enjoyed his sharp mind and the infotmation he
has passed on to us from time to time.

To the Chairman of Committees and his
deputies I offer our thanks. Mr Ferry, Mr
Williams, Mr Knight, and Mr Cooley have done a
good job in presiding over the Committee stage of
our legislation. They have tolerated our
wanderings when speaking to various clauses.

To the officers of Parliament: Mr Ashley, Mr
Hoft, Mr Allnutt, Mr Stephens, and the
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attendants-I offer our appreciation for their help
and kindness shown to us over the past year. I
thank Mr Ashley and other officers for the diary
we have received each year. It is considerably
larger this year. I notice some are orange and
others black and perhaps that is to sort out the
sheep from the goats. Nonetheless, they have
always been appreciated.

I thank all the stewards in the House for their
kindness and their willingness to look after us. I
trust this message will be passed on to them.

Mr President, I wish you and your wife and all
members and their partners the very best for the
festive season, a happy Christmas, and a very
prosperous New Year.

THE HON. V. J. FERRY (South-West)
[11.25 p.mn.): I have much pleasure in associating

myself with this motion, both in my capacity as
Chairman of Committees and in my own personal
capacity as a member of this Chamber. There is
always a feeling of sadness when we reach the end
of a session. This is the end of the third session of
the 29th Parliament, which means the end of
another era in the history of Western Australia.
Following the general elections to be held shortly
we will be entering a new era of the 1980s. Each
Parliament brings with it its own highlights and I
am sure we all look forward to what will take
place during the next Parliament.

Mr President, I thank you for your
superintendence over the Chamber during this
last session and for your assistance to me at all
times. I particularly wish to express my
appreciation to my Deputy Chairmen of
Committees (Mr John Williams, Mr Tom
Knight, and Mr Don Cooley) for their ever-ready
and willing assistance during this period. It has
been a great thing to have such backing and it is
of considerable help in the running of the
Parliament.

I express thanks to the Leader of the House
and his Ministers for their co-operation and
assistance, just as I do to the Leader of the
Opposition and his colleagues for their help over
the last session. 1 thank Mr Baxter, who spoke on
behalf of his colleagues. I appreciate his very kind
remarks.

I thank also all the staff of the Parliament, and
I will not go through the various categories. For
the sake of brevity I thank them all-Mr Ashley,
the Clerk of the Council and Clerk of the
Parliaments and his officers, and all the staff
right throughout Parliament generally.

I offer my best wishes to all retiring members
and I am sad that the Hon. Claude Stubbs has
not been able to be with us at this time. We have

all come to regard him as a man of integrity. I
wish him the best of health in the future. I offer
best wishes to Mr Ron Thompson in whatever
course he charts in the future. We will watch his
movements with interest. With a few of the
Parmelia yachts still coming in, perhaps he may
even consider joining one of the crews, Don
Cooley has chosen to spend a good deal of time in
an area in my province. He has often visited
Augusta and I wish him excellent fishing in the
future, whilst hoping he does leave some fish for
me when I get the chance to have a go myself.

To my old bowling mate (Mr George Berry) I
wish the very best of health. I will not only miss
him in 'the House, but also on future bowling trips
around Australia. George Berry and I have
always tried to hold up the flag of the Parliament
in the interstate bowling matches held over the
years. Some we have lost and some we have won,
but at all times we have enjoyed ourselves
associating with parliamentary colleagues from
this Parliament and with those of other State
Parliaments -and the various parliamentary
officers from the other States. It is a great way to
meet people and to make friends, I only hope
more members of Parliament participate in the
bowls carnival and enjoy it as much as have the
Hon. George Berry, the Hon. Norman Baxter, the
Hon. Mick Gayfer, and other members over a
number of years.

In conclusion, may I wish you, Sir, and all our
fellow members, their wives and loved ones, the
very best for the festive season. To those who are
facing the electors, I wish them good hunting and
may their results be what they desire them to be.
I wish all members well for 1980.

THE HON. L. G. MEDCAILF (Metropolitan
-Attorney General) [ 11.31 p.m.]: Having missed
the opportunity to accept your hospitality earlier
this evening due to answering the call of duty-I
was attending the ballet on behalf of the
Premier-I. would like to take this opportunity
briefly to pay a tribute to the retiring members
whom I feel I know very well.

When I first entered this House the Hon.
Claude Stubbs and the Hon. Ron Thompson were
members. I entered the House in 1968 and they
bad been members for some time. I always found
the Hon. Claude Stubbs to be a real straight
shooter, and a typical, good, old-time Western
Australian. He knew what he was talking about
and he was always worth listening to.

When the Hon. Claude Stubbs became a
Minister and sat in this seat, I always felt one of
the greatest attributes he had was that he was
practically stone deaf. During the debates it
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helped considerably, particularly when there were
interjections and he could not hear them. He
stuck to his guns and usually got his Bills through
without great difficulty.

The Hon. Claude Stubbs has many good
qualities and 1 always round him a most excellent
Minister and an easy person with whom to deal.

The Hon. Ron Thompson is a character rather
different from the Hon. Claude Stubbs. In my
early years in the Chamber I found the Hon. Ron
Thompson to be extremely argumentative. He
was always very pointed in his remarks and very
zealous in looking after the interests of his
constituents, most of whom seemed to sit up in
the gallery Whenever he had something important
to say. That was a tribute to him, because he
looked after their interests very zealously.

Since I have been a Minister I have found the
Hon. Ron Thompson has unhesitatingly
submitted matters on behalf of his constituents. I
have enjoyed my association with him and our
occasional exchanges which have always been of a
friendly nature. I have certainly appreciated his
company in the House.

The Hon. George Berry and I became members
of Parliament at the same time, in May, 1968,
and we sat together. When I first entered the
House I made a resolution not to speak in my first
term. Unfortunately, the Hon. Gordon Hislop sat
on the other end of the row. Having introduced
the abortion Bill, the Hon. Gordon Hislop left it
to me to conduct the debate, for some reason
which I have not yet discovered. He used to pass
notes to me. It was a very difficult situation with
the Hon. Gordon Hislop on the other side of
George Berry, passing notes and the Hon. Frank
Wise behind us, frequently leading the
Opposition.

George Berry has always been an excellent and
honest member of the House. He has not spoken a
great deal, but he thought a great deal about the
problems we have had to face. During the period
we have been members of the House, frequently
we have discussed our problems together and I
know his value as a citizen, as a member, and as a
representative of his constituency.

The Hon. Don Cooley has been a member of
Parliament for a shorter time than the others, but
I have learnt to appreciate his straightforward
and direct attitude in speaking on causes he in
which believes. He leaves members in no doubt as
to his opinions, and that is commendable. The
Hon. Don Cooley is courageous and fearless in
submitting his beliefs. I have had no difficulty
hearing him. He is a very honest man. We will
miss him.

I would like to pay my personal tribute to the
four retiring members and say I have appreciated
being a member of the House while they have also
been members.

THE HON. A. A. LEWIS (Lower Central)
[11.35 pm.: I join with the previous speakers
and, as Liberal Party Secretary, I feel I should
say a few words. Tonight I have heard very
serious comments about various members, and I
was reminded of the first time I had the temerity
to argue with the Hon. Ron Thompson. He took
me behind your Chair, Sir, and said that I did not
need to raise my voice, his hearing was perfectly
all right, and for about 10 minutes I was ticked
off severely. From then on we got on together
rather well. Whether I kept my voice down or he
has become used to it, I do not know.

The Hon. Claude Stubbs was certainly a boxer
of a high standard in his younger years. He and a
cousin of mine boxed together. Once I mentioned
this to the Hon. Claude Stubbs we had a very
good relationship.

I should like to refer now to the Hon. George
Berry. We have talked about grapefruit, but I am
reminded of the fact that the Hon. George Berry
was an expert on whether the sweetbreads, brains,
liver, or tripe were of a sufficiently high standard
to eat. I remember George sat at your table, Sir,
and, bnowing bow you enjoy those foods, George
used to tell us what they were like. I will always
remember the look on your face, Sir, when those
subjects were mentioned

Finally, when referring to the retiring members,
I come to my old antagonist and very good friend,
the Hon. Don Cooley. I have never known a man
who can fight a battle as hard as he has done in
this House and then go out and be quiet, gentle,
and nice to everybody around him. Don Cooley
has been an asset to this place. As the Leader of
the Opposition said, we shall certainly miss him,
because some of the comments made, which you,
Sir, and the Chairman of Committees did not
hear, were thoroughly enjoyed by Mr Cooley and
me. I will certainly miss his references to a certain
company and the various interjections' they
provoked. As a result of the absence of the Hon.
Don Cooley, this Parliament will be a lesser place.

I should like to refer now to the members who
make up the Joint House Committee, in
particular, to Mr Dans and Mr Leeson. Mr Dans
and I have been appointed together to so many
committees that at one stage I thought he was
going to accept me as a member of the
Opposition. That probably could have happened
when we were debating the Mining Bill, except
that the opposition disappeared and I could not
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get anyone to support me. I thank all members for
their help.

I will not go through a list of the staff, because
that has been dealt with adequately already. I
wish everyone a merry Christmas and let us hope
as many people as possible are back here next
year.

THE H-ON. R. THOMPSON (South
Metropolitan) [ 11.39 p.m.]: It becomes somewhat
embarrassing to hear members say either kind or
unkind things about one. Firstly, I would like to
congratulate the Leader of the House on the way
in which he has conducted our 150th Anniversary
celebration. The year has been a tremendous
success and the Leader of the House has carried
out his duties with great flair. He has brought
credit not only on himself, but also on the: whole
of Western Australia.

Of all the functions I attended, two stand out as
highlights. The first was the re-enactment of the
landing of Captain Stirling on the North
Fremantle Oval or the Gil Fraser Oval, as It is
known. It was named after the person whose place
I took when I became a member of Parliament.

The Military Tattoo recently held at Perry
Lakes would have been the greatest ever held
anywhere in the world. It received considerable
acclaim, and that has been acknowledged. it did
receive some criticism from the public and from
the Press for being a little drawn out, but it was of
great advantage to Western Australia and to the
people who participated. Of course, we have had
people participation throughout the celebrations,
and that is what Western Australia is all about.

The Hon. G_ C. MacKinnon: Thank you.
The Hon- R. THOMPSON: I have not praised

Governments very often over the years whilst in
Opposition, and members opposite realise that.
However, I do not leave this place with any
regrets whatsoever. By the time I leaveI I will
have been here for over 21 years and that is a fair
time. Possibly, one gets a little browned off or
stale with Parliament.

It is with some regret I say I have seen
Parliament and members of Parliament
degenerate. I will hark back to what John
Williams said earlier this year; that is, that there
is no trust between members any longer. He made
a very valid point when he said that when he first
entered Parliament there was a mutual trust and
understanding between members. I have tried to
engender trust during the years I have been here,
but I feel our failure has been-and I hope it will
be retrieved-the loss of the common room which
every member had to share, where members had
to wait their turn to use one of the two telephones,

and where members had to wait for three days to
get a letter typed.

In those days one had confidence in and
understanding of fellow members. We are now
locked away in separate offices and electorate
offices, which I do not despise because they have
taken considerable pressure away from the homes
of members. I hope that in the future members
will come closer together, irrespective of their
party politics.

It is sad when one loses trust in his fellow man.
I have seen this happen over a number of years. I
could go on recalling incidents, and reminiscing,
but that is a sign of old age. I do not feel old, so I
will not do that.

I have enjoyed the company of all the retiring
members. I will start with Don Cooley, who took
a considerable load off my shoulders when he
entered this Parliament. After 15 years, he took
over all the industrial legislation, which is a heavy
load. As a person, Don is capable and has an
understanding of the industrial scene. We hear
about Bob Hawks being a great negotiator on
behalf of the trade union movement. I do not
think Bob Hawke, up to date, has shown one
feather in excess of the, work done by Don Cooley
who has been a wonderful negotiator on behalf of
the trade union movement-irespective of what
Government has been in office. I believe he was
Secretary of the Brewery Workers' 'Union for
something like 21 years, and that union did not go
to arbitration on one occasion during that time.
That demonstrates the qualities of Don Cooley.

As George Berry Previously said that when I
was a young lad he taught me gymnastics. George
is honest, loyal, and sincere. He visited my home
when I suffered a severe sickness and, indeed, our
friendship has lasted. To George, I say "Thank
you'. I can tell a story about George. When I was
a Minister, we held a Cabinet meeting in
Carnarvon. For a long time George had been
promising me some bananas and when I was
about to get onto the aircraft to return to Perth
George handed me the largest bunch of bananas I
have ever seen in my life. It would not fit into a
chaff bag. He said, "That will teach you; you will
have to pay freight on those bananas." However,
the scales were not capable of weighing the
bananas so I was able to take them with me
freight free! Thank you George. That was a sign
of the sense of humour which prevailed in those
days.

Claude Stubbs has been a valued colleague, and
he is an honest, sincere, and dedicated man. He
has not enjoyed good health, but I wish him well.
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When I first entered this Parliament the longest
serving member was then Graham MacKinnon.
On that occasion I think Norm Baxter was having
a brief period away from Parliament, Over the
years there has been a mutual trust between the
older serving members. I get back to the point
that there should be mutual trust amongst
members.

Corridor talk is not political talk, but,
unfortunately, over the past few years we have
found that corridor talk has reached the Chamber
where it does not belong, and where it should not
belong. I hope that in the future there will be a
return to some sort of comradeship which should
exist in the Chamber.

To you, Mr President, I offer my grateful
thanks for our friendship, and your understanding
over the years. It has been very amicable. I wish
you well in the future, as I do your wife. She is a
wonderful person.

I must pay respect, particularly, to my own
wife and family because life has not been easy for
Dot. She has had to put up with callers when our
place has been like a public ward in the
Fremantle Hospital. On many occasions she has
been trying to keep my tea warm at 10 o'clock
and 11I o'clock at night when constituents have
been calling. Her dedication has been responsible
for at least 50 per cent of my success. My family
also has had to suffer as a result of my political
life. I have not been able to spend much time with
them.

My political life has been enjoyable, and theresults of my work have been reflected in tbe
ballot boxes over the years. That is what politics
is all about. The only appreciation of one's
dedication is shown in the ballot boxes.

In conclusion, I feel that members should pay
more attention to the basics, which many do not.
They worry about elections and the electors-the
people they represent-when voting time comes
around. If one wants to be re-elected, one will be
re-elected on the duty one performs in the
previous three or six years.

It has been a pleasure to be acquainted with all
the members of the staff-John Ashley, Les Hoft,
and the others. They have been most helpful.
Irrespective of the Government which is in power,
they have shown the same dedication, loyalty,
sincerity, and, most of all, truthfulness. They are
truthful to all people.

Last but not least, from time to time I have
heard in this Chamber criticism of the Press. I
know of members who have rung the Press and
complained they have not been reported or they
have been misreported. But the Press is unbiased

as far as I am concerned. I have had a wonderful
run from it. If one does not say something
constructive, one is not reported. I would like to
thank the Press publicly for the assistance it has
given me over the years. On one occasion our
leader at the time criticised me for having five
different reports in the Ness on one day and said
I must have shares in The West Australian
newspaper, which was completely untrue. If one
does not say anything original, or one does not do
one's homework on Bills but relies on Ministers'
second reading speeches, one gets nowhere. I say,
"forget about second reading speeches, look at
Bills and Parliament will be better reported."

When I leave here my future will be in the
balance. It is- my desire to retire but in view of the
pressure I am receiving firstly from my family
and secondly from my constituents, there is every
likelihood I will be seeking another seat. It is in
the lap of the gods whether I will be successful. I
hope I will be if I decide to take that course. That
is something to which I will give consideration in
the near future.

I thank all members for their forbearance and
comradeship and trust the system will go on and
that we do not become disenfranchised with the
people we represent.

THE HON. G. W. DERRY (Lower North)
[11.53 p.m.): As this is the last time I will stand

in this House and the last time I will make any
utterance here, which will be recorded in history
in Hansard, it is with great feeling that I stand
before members.

I came into this Parliament in 1968. On the
22nd May in that year I entered these august
portals and presented myself to the then Clerk of
the Parliaments (Mr John Roberts). When I
made my maiden speech, as has already been
stated by. the Leader of the House, I repeated
what Sir John Forrest had said regarding this
Parliament. With the indulgence of the House I
will repeat part of what I said in that first speech,
and I quote from page 82 of Hansard for 1968-69.
I said-

I stand for the first time in this House as
the elected member for the Lower North
Province. It is a very proud moment of my
life that I take my place in this Chamber,
and I am deeply indebted to the electors of
the Lower North Province for according me
the honour to represent them in the
Legislative Council.

Then I read the extract from Hansard quoting Sir
John Forrest, which has already been read out by
the Leader of the House, and I went on to say-
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Those were mny feelings on the day I first
entered these Houses of Parliament, and I
might say that I am very proud to be a
member of this Chamber. I know the
responsibilities which the electors of the
Lower North Province have placed on my
shoulders to represent them in 'this
Parliament, and I thank them for the honour
they have accorded me.

My feeling is still the same. I am still very proud
to be a member of this House and I am indeed
sorry that the time has come for me to say my
adieus to a parliamentary career.

I have never denigrated this House during the
time I have been in Parliament. I have always
upheld it to the best of my ability, and I hope
every member does the same, because it is a great
institution.

I would like to recount a little incident which
took place when I first joined Parliament. The
day the House assembled after the opening day I
met the Hon. Ruby Hutchison, who used to sit
somewhere near where the Hon. Neil Oliver now
sits. The Hon. Ruby Hutchison greeted me and
welcomed me into the Parliament and here first
words to me were, "Mr Berry, 1 am very glad to
have you join this Parliament because I now seek
your assistance to abolish this most undemocratic
House." I said, "If you don't mind, I would first
of all like to see whether I enjoy it and like it
before I help you in your project." As members
will be aware, on every possible occasion Mrs
Hlutchison tried to get some action to further her
cause.

When I 'First sought election to Parliament I
told Sir Charles Court I was thinking about
seeking a parliamentary career and he told me he
thought I could win the seat. He also said, "Let
me give you a warning. In this parliamentary
business you will meet with a lot frustrations. In
fact, most of your parliamentary life will consist
of frustrations, but at times you will find it very
rewarding." I might say that is the way I have
found the time I have spent in Parliament. There
were many frustrations and at times rewarding
things happened which made me feel I was
achieving something and being of some service to
the State.

I wish the other retiring members well. As the
Hon. Ron Thompson said, our association goes
back a long time. When I was instructing him in
gymnastics we never thought we would meet in
Parliament, However, that is how life goes, I am
very proud to have been associated with the Hon.
Ron Thompson over the years I have known him.

I would not say we have been bosom friends, but
we have been good friends,

The Hon. Claude Stubbs, whom I met for the
first time when I came to Parliament, I found to
be a very sincere and conscientious man, and I
respected him at all times. I gave him some
banana plants, but they did not grow. He kept
telling me there must be something wrong with
them-probably he was killing them with
kindness and did not know it.

To the Hon. Don Cooley I say 1 am very proud
to have been associated with him in this House.
His has been a relatively short stay, but a notable
one. We have never clashed across the Chamber
because we have not really debated the same
subjects.

Mr President, to you and to all members of the
Chamber I express my gratitude for the help
given me during the time I have served here. I
thank all members of the staff for the help they
have given me. It is a pleasure to work here-I
like the dignity and decorum in and around the
House. It is perhaps only in the Chamber that we
hear derogatory words spoken at times, and
sometimes people take offence. I am glad to say
that when members meet outside the Chamber
they meet on a different plane.

I am retiring from the Parliament and not
seeking any other employment. I will see what
retirement is like first of all because I have not
tried it yet.

I wish everyone a merry Christmas and a happy
New Year. To those members seeking re-election
I can only say "Good luck". I cannot do more
than that because no doubt circumstances will
change for some. With those remarks I thank the
House.

THE HON. D. W. COOLEY (North-East
Metropolitan) [ 12.02 a.m.]: I was deeply touched
by the remarks made here tonight about me, and
also the remarks conveyed to me and my wife
outside this Chamber. It is very nice to feel that
my work here has been appreciated.

As I indicated earlier, I stood for election on
the advice of the then Premier (Mr John Tonkin).
When I gained selection for my party a former
Premier (Sir David Brand) said to me, "Well,
Don, if the seat has to go to Labor I am glad it
will be you." That remark gave me a great deal of
encouragement.

It would be wrong of me if 1 did not commence
my remarks by paying a tribute to my colleagues
on the Opposition benches. Most of them have
been here for the past six years, and Mr
McKenzie and Mr Hetherington for the last three
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years. I will always appreciate the assistance they
gave me.

We have worked well as a team, and I believe
we have performed well as an Opposition. We
may have been small in number, but I believe the
Government knew we were here. We have always
expressed our views in the best tradition of an
Opposition.

I feel extremely grateful to all members for the
encouragement they gave me when I first came
here, and for their support in later times.

I thank you, Mr President, for the tolerance
you have afforded me and for the manner in
which you have conducted yourself in this
Chamber. I consider you are a very good
President-you are not as aloof as I imagined
Presidents would be before I came here. You are
always approachable, very courteous, kind, and
generous in your manner to people-all very fine
attributes.

I have always appreciated your friendship
outside the Chamber and I would like to wish you
well for the future.

To our opponents, the Government members, I
can say only that the cut and thrust of debate has
been as enjoyable to me as I think it has been to
them. Certainly they have given us what we have
given them.

The standard of debate has been high, and most
of all we have not allowed personal animosity to
encroach on our dealings outside the House. That
is a great source of satisfaction to me. I sincerely
hope that when the Government members come
over to this side of the Chamber next year the
seats will be as Comfortable as they are on the
other side of the House. I can only reiterate other
members' comments: I wish everyone the very
best for the future.

It would be very wrong of me not to mention
Mr Ashley, Mr Hoft, Ian, David, and Trevor.
From the very first day I entered this Parliament,
their courtesy has been outstanding. There was
nothing they would not do for mte and everything
I required was supplied. I deeply appreciate the
assistance afforded to me by these people.

All members appreciate the courtesies extended
to us in the dining room and other places in this
building. We appreciate the services of the
Librarian and his staff, and other sections that
make up the administration of Parliament.

I would like to express appreciation also to the
Hansard staff. Having had industrial experience
before coming here, and having appeared before
the Industrial Commission from time to time, one
of my main concerns when I entered this place

was that speeches would be recorded in the same
way they are recorded in the industrial courts.
Everything there is recorded exactly as one says
it, and sometimes when one reads what has been
said, one could crawl under the table.

However, thanks to the expertise of the
Hansard reporters, one gets a pleasant surprise
when a speech is returned. And so I pay a tribute
to that section.

Before I finally leave the House, it is my
intention to write to every section of the
Parliament to express my appreciation personally
to those who gave me such a warm welcome and
who have made my position comfortable while I
have been here.

I would like to say to Ron Thompson that his
future remains a mystery. I have always
appreciated his friendship-his wife, my wife, and
he and I have a very close personal relationship. I
always appreciated his leadership when he led our
party in this Chamber and I can only say to him,
"Good luck for your future. If you decide to
remain in politics, do not forget there is still a
Labor Party. I believe you would be welcome if
you chose to come back to it."

It was a source of great disappointment to me
when Mr Thompson left the party, but equally it
would be a source of great pleasure if be returned.

I think George Berry and I first became
acquainted at a bowling carnival in 1975. 1 was
not a player but George, his wife, and my wife
met there and we have enjoyed a very good
friendship since. I have always appreciated our
friendship and I hope his retirement will be as
good as I know mine will be.

I have always had a great admiration for
Claude Stubbs. To me he epitomised a good
Labor man. He did an excellent job as a Minister
and achieved great things for children. His work
in this field has been spoken of tonight.

I am not sorry to see him leave this Chamber
because I believe he has reached the time of his
life when he should enjoy the benefits of
retirement. I can only hope he has good health in
the future.

I would like to convey my best wishes to
everyone. I hope everyone here and their loved
ones have a very happy Christmas and a
prosperous New Year.

THE PRESIDENT (the Hon. Clive Griffiths):
Before putting the motion, I would like to thank
the Leader of the House (the Hon. Graham
MacKinnon), the Leader of the Opposition (the
Hon. Des Dans), the Hon. Norman Baxter, and
all other members who have spoken to the motion
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for the very kindly references and expressions of
goodwill they have extended not only to the
officers and staff of this Chamber, but also to the
officers and staff of all departments of Parliament
House. I would like also to thank members for the
very nice comments they made about me.

The third session of the 29th Parliament has
almost concluded, and before the House
reassembles next year a general election will be
held. I wish well all those members who are
facing their electors. To the four members who
have decided of their own volition not to seek re-
election in the persons of the Hon. Ron
Thompson, the Hon. Claude Stubbs, the Hon.
George Berry, and the Hon. Don Cooley, I pay
tribute for the contribution they have made not
only to this Parliament, but also to the State of
Western Australia. Other speakers have already
mentioned the various attributes of those persons,
and earlier this evening I expressed to each of
them separately at the function in my Chambers,
my personal thoughts about them.

I want to endorse the remarks made in that
regard. I trust that each of you and your wives
will enjoy many years of happy and healthy
retirement. I hope also that you keep in touch
with us and that you visit Parliament House on
every possible occasion. Certainly Ron Thompson
has left us guessing as to the manner in which he
will visit us again; but whatever the means, Ron,
we will be delighted to see you.

Certainly it is my intention to go to Augusta
more frequently, and perhaps I will visit
Carnarvon from time to time. It will be my
pleasure to meet each of you as a friend on every
possible occasion.

I wish to express my deep appreciation of the
Hon. Vic Ferry for the work he has carried out as
Chairman of Committees in the last 12 months. I
extend my thanks also to the Deputy Chairmen of
Committees (the Hon. John Williams, the Hon.
Don Cooley, and the Hon. Tom Knight) for the
assistance they have given not only to the Hon.
Vic Ferry, but also to me.

This year has been an extremely busy one in
Western Australia and also in the Parliament.
Reference has been made already to the Leader of
the House and his contribution to our 150th
Anniversary Year. 1 endorse those remarks. I was
delighted to be associated with, and I thank all
those members of the Houses of Parliament in
Western Australia and the officers and staff who

contributed to, the Commonwealth Parliamentary
Association meetings held in this place. Firstly
there was the meeting of the Executive
Committee of the General Assembly in May; then
there was the Fifth Regional Conference of the
Australasian and Pacific Region in September,
followed by the visit of the delegation from the
United Kingdom and Channel Island branches in
October. Each of you worked together to ensure
that those very important functions in our
Parliament were a great success.

I would like personally to thank the Clerk of
the Legislative Council, (Mr John Ashley), and
his wife for our very close association over the
years. I thank Lea Hoft and other members of the
staff of the Legislative Council, including
attendants who service us, for the contribution
they have made to the good working and the
operations of the Council.

To my secretary (Mrs Norma Turton) who
continues to put up with me and to look after my
constituents, I extend warm thanks. On behalf of
all members of Parliament I would like to place
on record our appreciation of Mr Bernie
Edmondson and Mrs Edmondson for the way in
which they have carried out their duties, and also
for the work undertaken by all members of his
staff.

With regard to Mr Cox and the members of the
Hansard staff, I could not have expressed it better
than Mr Cooley did a moment ago. Obviously
their task has been easier over the last three years
because I have not been making speeches. What
they used to do to my speeches was magic, and
obviously they are still performing in the same
competent manner. I express to them the
appreciation of members for their contribution to
our work.

I express to Mr Bill Pedersen and all members
of the library staff our appreciation for their
work. Members will be aware that the library has
been altered in the last couple of years, On behalf
of the Joint Library Committee and all members
of Parliament, I place on record our appreciation
for the work they do.

I conclude my comments by wishing each and
every member, every Officer, and every member of
the staff connected with Parliament House-Who
all play a very important part irrespective of their
duties-and their families, a joyful Christmas and
A peaceful and happy New Year.

Question put and passed.
House adjourned at 1218 a.m. (Friday)
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

397. This question was postponed.

BANKRUPTCIES
Increase

400. The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT, to the
Minister for Federal Affairs:
(I) Is the Minister aware of the fact that

Western Australia had the worst record
for bankruptcies in the last financial
year, namely that while official figures
show that bankruptcy proceedings for
Australia for 1978-79 were up 24 per
cent on the previous year, they increased
56 per cent in Western Australia?

(2) If he is aware of this fact, what
explanation can be given for the higher
figure in this State?

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon (for the Hon. I.
G. MEDCALF) replied:
(1) The Minister for Industrial

Development has not seen the latest
figures on bankruptcies. However,
perentage increases such as those quoted
by the member can be misleading; for
example, if there is one bankruptcy in
one year, and two in the next, the
increase would be 100 per cent.

(2) The Minister has already issued a Press
statement which mentions the number of
bankruptcies in Western Australia and
the facilities that have been
established-viz., the Small Business
Advisory Service-to provide assistance
to businessmen. A copy of this statement
will be made available to the member.

EDUCATION
Audio Libra ry

401. The Hon. R. F. CLAUGH-TON, to the
Minister for Lands representing the Minister
for Education:

(I) Have funds been allocated within the
State Library service budget this
financial year for the establishment of
an audio library?

(2) If not, what are the present plans for the
institution of such a service?

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The board will budget for the purchase

of a significant number of spoken word
cassettes in l980-81.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Rates: Treasury Subsidy

402. The Hon. N. E. BAXTER, to the Leader of
the House:

(1) How many country local authorities
have an agreement with the Treasury,
the terms of which provide that the rate
of 15c in the dollar on valuation must be
leiied to enable an authority to obtain
the maximum subsidy?

(2) Would the Minister please advise the
names of all such local authorities?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON replied:
(1) Under Part IV of the Health Act, 14

country local authorities are
participating in the subsidy arrangement
applicable to the construction and
operation of country town sewerage
schemes. However, I would point out
that the rate level of 15Sc in the dollar for
subsidy calculation is currently under
review, due to the adoption of gross
rental values under the provisions of the
Valuation of Land Act, 1978.

(2) The Shires of-
Brookton
Carnarvon
Dalwallinu
Dowerin
Dumbleyung
Goomalling
Jerramungup
Koorda
Lake Grace
Moora
Morawa
Nyabing
Pingrup
Williams.

EMPLOYMENT AND UNEMPLOYMENT
Interstate Migration

403. The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT, to the Leader
of the House representing the Minister for
Labour and Industry:

With reference to the statement by the
Minister for Labour and Industry in The
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West Australian of Monday, the 3rd
December, 1979, that the Western
Australian Work force was gaining an
average of 160 people from the Eastern
States each week, and as the Australian
Bureau of Statistics is unable to provide
precise figures on interstate migration,
which reflect the work force migration:
how did the Minister arrive at this
number?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON replied:
The Department of Employment and
Youth Affairs collects figures of the
weekly registration rates of persons
arriving from other States and New
Zealand and who are seeking
employment. The statistics were
supplied to the Department of Labour
and Industry and the 160 represent the
average weekly rate of registrations over
recent months.

RAILWAYS
Railcars

404. The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT, to the
Minister for Lands representing the Minister
for Transport:

How many times and in what years has
attention been drawn to the necessity to
provide more railcars since 1970-
(a) in Metropolitan Transport Trust

annual reports; and
(b) in Westrail annual reports?

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH replied:
(a) and (b) The information the

member seeks is available in the
annual reports referred to which
have been tabled in the House and
available in the Parliamentary
Library.

RAILWAYS
Staff

405. The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT', to the
Minister for Lands representing the Minister
for Transport:

.(I) Has there been any change in the total
number of staff employed by Westrail as
reported in the annual report 1979 as*
9 962 on the 30th June 1979?

(2) If so, what is the current total?

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) 9 786 as at the 27th November, 1979.

RAILWAYS
Midland Workshops: Construction Projects

406. The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT', to the
Minister for Lands representing the Minister
for Transport:

In view of the publicised five-year urban
transport plan and any other plans, how
many wagons, cars, or other construction
projects ate scheduled in each of the live
years for Midland Workshops?

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH replied:
Current plans envisage the following
construction programmes for Westrail's
Midland Workshops-

1980-81 I5 grain wagons
47 wagons and I

brakevan for bulk
haul projects

1981-82 I5 grain wagons
43 wagons and 3

brakevans for bulk
haul projects

1982-83 1 5 grain wagons
3 brake vans

1983-84 15 grain wagons
1984-85 IS grain wagons

10 ammonium
containers.

nitrate

TRANSPORT: BUSES
Line: Manufacturing Timetable

407. The M-on. LYLA ELLIOTT, to the
Minister for Lands representing the Minister
for Transport:

(1) In view of the linc buses for the Perth-
Fremantle route being ordered within
one day after Cabinet approval was
given to close the line in January, 1979,
how much time was needed for design
considerations, finance, legal and leasing
documents, and any other arrangements
prior to that date?

(2) When did the manufacture of the
chassis used in Western Australia
commence?
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The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH replied:
(1) Financing was proposed under a

leverage leasing arrangement. Legal and
leasing arrangements were already in
train for the supply of other buses and it
was simply a case of including the 17
linc buses in those arrangements.
Design considerations took place after
the decision.

(2) Chassis production by the manufacturer
of the line buses is on a continuous basis
and this is not known.

408. This question was post poned.

RAILWAYS
Railcars

409. The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT, to the
Minister for Lands representing the Minister
for Transport:

Of the fleet of 72 railcars-42 motor
and 30 trailer-on the suburban
service-

(1) What percentage was designed and
constructed in Midland
Workshops?

(2) What were the years of purchase or
manufacture and numbers of each
railcar type?

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH replied:

(1) 55 percent.

(2) 1953-54
1954-55
1956-57
1959-60
196 1-62
1962-63
1964-65
1965-66
1966-67
1967-68
1968-69

ADO
ADO
ADH
ADX
ADA
ADA
ADA
ADA
ADA
ADD
ADB.

3 ADH

10 ADK

FLOODING
Bruce Rock, Corrigin, Kondinin, and Quairading

Shires
410. The Hon. H. W. GAYFER, to the Leader

of the House:
(1) Is the Minister aware that senior

research officers of the Department of
Agriculture, Soil Research and Survey

Branch, have recommended to the
Shires of Kondinin, Bruce Rock,
Corrigin, and Quairading that .as a
group they approach the Minister for
Agriculture, and the Ministers in charge
of main roads and railways, for a
detailed investigation of flooding
problems adjacent to the main salt
lake systems in these shires and that
such a study would include-

(a) measurement of
affected by flooding
with a future hazard;

arabie land
at present or

(b) a flood routing exercise to produce
a model of flood flows before and
after channel improvement or levee
installation;

(c) the damming effect of road
causeways and natural "bottleneck"
points and consequent flood lift
effects;

(d) computer modelling of the effects
of contouring on varying
percentages of the upper catchment
land; and

(e) design and costing of a flood
control levee system and
cost/benefit feasibility analysis?

(2) Has such an approach as yet been
made?

(3) If so, is it proposed that a combined
meeting of the officers concerned in the
departments listed in question (1) would
be called together to consider the
problem?

(4) If question (3) is not contemplated, what
action is being considered?

(5) If no communication has been received
would the Minister join with the other
Ministers concerned with a view to
taking some action?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON replied:

(1)

(2)

(a) to (e) Yes.

Yes.
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(3) and (4) It has been agreed that the
Public Works Department will
participate jointly with the Department
of Agriculture in a preliminary study of
the area affected by flooding, to
determine the extent of the problem and
thereby assess what further involvement
is justified. An officer of the Public
Works Department is today attending a
meeting called by the shires concerned
to indicate the department's position and
to outline the observations which the
department will carry out during the
coming winter.

(5) Answered by above.

RAILWAYS
Midland Workshops:- Wagons

411. The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT, to the
Minister for Lands representing the Minister
for Transport:

(1) What was the maximum number of
wagons and other vehicles constructed
for any purpose in the Midland
Workshops-

(a) since 1968;
(b) in any one financial year; and
(c) in any one calendar year?

(2) H-ow many of these wagons were
designed at Midland?

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH replied:

(1) (a) Total since July 1968-1255;
(b) and (c) Because wagon construction

programmes are ongoing and
usually extend from one year to
another, it is only practicable to
relate to the number of wagons
completed and placed into service--

(i) the maximum in 1970-79
financial year was 250 wagons
and 17 brakevans;

(ii) the maximum in the 1970
calendar year was 179 wagons
and 10 brakevans.

(2) 1221.

FLOODING

Bruce Rock, Corrigin, Kondinin, and Qua ira ding

Shires

412. The IHon. H. W. GAYFER, to the Minister
for Lands representing the Minister for
Transport:

(1) Is the Minister aware that senior
research officers of the Department of
Agriculture, Soil Research and Survey
Branch, have recommended to the
Shires of Kondinin, Bruce Rock,
Cor rigin and Quairading that as a group
they approach the Ministers for Works
and Agriculture, and the Ministers in
charge of main roads and railways for a
detailed investigation of flooding
problems adjacent to the main salt lake
systems in these shires and that such a
study would include-

(a) measurement of amable land
affected by flooding at present or
with a future hazard;

(b) a flood routing exercise to produce
a model of flood flows before and
after channel improvement or levee
installation;,

(c) the damming effect of road
causeways and natural "bottleneck"
points and consequent flood lift
effects;

(d) computer modelling of the effects
of contouring on varying
percentages of the upper catchment
land; and

(e) design and costing ,of a flood
control levee system and
cost/benefit feasibility analysis?

(2) Has such an approach as yet been
made?

(3) If so, is it proposed that a combined
meeting of the officers concerned in the
departments listed in question (1) would
be called together to consider the
problem?

(4) If question (3) is not contemplated, what
action is being considered?

(5) If no cormmunication has been received
would the Minister join with the other
Ministers concerned with a view to
taking some action?
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The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH replied:
(1) to (5) The Minister for Works has

adequately answered the member's
questions. However, the Minister for
Transport advises that the Main Roads
Department and Westrail will co-
operate in any study which is requested.

RAILWAYS

Railcars and Trailers

413. The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT, to the
Minister for Lands representing the Minister
for Transport:

(1) On what date did tenders close for the
five new railcars and trailers required
for suburban rail operations by
Westrail?

(2) Was any recommendation made by the
mechanical branch at Midland in
respect of these tenders?

(3) If so, when and to whom was the
recommendation made?

(4) Bearing in mind the expertise available
at the mechanical branch, Midland, and
other sections of Westrail, why has the
Government been so long in determining
the acceptance or otherwise of the
tenders received?

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH4 replied:

(1)
(2)
(3)

The 28th June, 1979.
Yes.
The 30th November, 1979 to the
Secretary for Railways.

(4) The tenders were based on an open
specification which gave cenderers a
wide scope to offer railcars of a modern
design in keeping with latest world
trends.
The analysis and evaluation of the offers
required considerable in-depth study and
discussion with the tenderers. This was
in accordance with the planned
timetable.

FLOODING
Bruce Rock, Corrigin, Kondinin, and Qua irading

Shires

414. The Hon. H. W. GAY FER, to the Minister
for Lands representing the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) is the Minister aware that senior

research officers of the Department of
Agriculture, Soil Research and Survey

Branch, have recommended to the
Shires of Kondinin, Bruce Rock,
Corrigin and Quairading that as a group
they approach the Ministers for Works
and Agriculture, and the Ministers in
charge of main roads and railways for a
detailed investigation of flooding
problems adjacent to the main salt lake
systems in these shires and that a study
would include-
(a) measurement of arable land

affected by flooding at present or
with a future hazard;

(b) a flood routing exercise to produce
a model of flood flows before and
after channel improvement or levee
installation;

(c) the damming effect of road
causeways and natural "bottleneck"
points and consequent flood lift
effects;

(d) computer modelling of the effects
of contouring on varying
percentages of the upper catchment
land; and

(e) design and costing of a flood
control levee system and
cost/benefit feasibility analysis?

(2) Has such an approach as yet been
made?

(3) If so, is it proposed that a combined
meeting of the officers concerned in the
departments listed in question (1) would
be called together to consider the
problem?

(4) If question (3) is not contemplated, what
action is being considered?

(5) If no communication has been received
would the Minister join with the other
Ministers concerned with a view to
taking some action?

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH replied:
(1) to (5) Answered by the Minister for

Works in reply to question 410.

RAILWAYS

Metropolitan Transport Trust: Assessment of
Costs and Losses

415. The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT, to the
Minister for Lands representing the Minister
for Transport:

Rearing in mind the approximate figures
for Westrail of-
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7 405 kilometres of track
10 000 staff
10 000 wagons

300 locomotivesr
numerous trucks, buses, Prospector
railcars and other equipment

and comparing the 140 kilometres of
suburban track used by all types of
goods services-now 100 for Midland
and Armadale lines-together with the
40 motored and 32 trailer railcars of the
suburban passenger service, on what
basis are the costs and losses assessed to
the Metropolitan Transport Trust?

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH replied:
For the -purpose of charging the MTT
for operation of suburban passenger
services, costs are assessed on various
statistical bases-

e.g. crew costs-on the basis of
actual crew hours

track maintenance costs-on a
proportionate gross tonnage
basis between passenger and
freight traffic over each section
of line

maintenance of railcars-on direct
costs basis, etc.

416. This question was postponed.

EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOL
Governor Stirling

417. The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT, to the Minister
for Lands 'representing the Minister for
Education:

Further to my question 383 of
Thursday, the 29th November, 1979
concerning renovation and upgrading of
Governor Stirling Senior High School-
(I) In view of the Minister's reply to

the effect that none of the work is
to be performed this financial year,
despite firstly the urgency of some
of the items and secondly the
recommendation of the Education
Department that it be done this
year, I again ask him: will he order
an urgent review of the position of
Governor Stirling Senior High
School?

(2) Will he also advise me which other
high schools are considered to have
Ta higher priority than this school in
respect of renova tions and
upgrading?

The Hon. D: J. WORDSWORTH replied:
(1) In anticipation of funds being

available in the latter half of 1980
planning and documentation of an
upgrading programme at the
Governor Stirling Senior .High
Schoo! will proceed as indicated in
my answer to question 383,
Thursday, the '29thb November.
There are no funds available before
the 30th June, 1980.
This school has a high priority for
upgrading and in the interests of
economy the upgrading should
proceed concurrently' with the
repairs and renovation. Items of
urgency will be undertaken prior to
the repairs -and renovation, if
warranted.

(2) This information is not r~adily
available. However, the information
requested is being researched and
will be made available by letter.

RAILWAYS
Cost per Passenger Journey

418. The lion. LYLA ELLIOTT, to the
Minister for Lands representing the Minister
for Transport:

In view of the alleged 8 453 passengers
lost to Westrail on each weekday
following the cessation of passenger
services on the Perth-Fremantle line and
the published loss of $1.10 per passenger
journey used previously as justification
for such cessation, will -the Minister.
advise-
(1) Whether that figure-naiely, the

cost per passenger journey-has
increased since the closure for the
remaining lines?

(2) If so, what is the new figure?
The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH replied:

(1) and (2) The figure referred to can
only be determined at the end of
each financial year as it is based on
costs, revenues, and patronage
a pplica ble to each year's oper ation:
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QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOL

Scarborough

1. The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON, to the
Minister for Lands, representing the Minister
for Education:

On the 4th December I asked a question
without notice, as follows-
(1) What is the enrolment at

Scarborough High School for the
1979 school year?

(2) In what year was a general
renovation and maintenance of the
school buildings last undertaken?

(3) Is a general renovation and
maintenance of the school listed for
the current financial year?

(4) If so, when is it expected this work
will commence?

(5) Will the work be undertaken by
private contract?

(6) What is the estimated cost of the
work?

I am wondering whether the Minister is
able to provide me with the answer now.

The Hon. D. J. WORDS WORTH replied:
(I)
(2)

I1292 at the I1st August, 1979.
197 1, external.
1974. internal.

(3) No.
(4) to (6) Not applicable.

MEAT: LAMB
Price and Exports

2. The Hon. T. KNIGHT, to the Minister for
Lands representing the Minister for
Agriculture:

(I) What prices are currently being paid by
the WA Lamb Marketing Board in
Western Australia for Blue 2' and 8S

and red 2' and 8'?
(2) What are the top market quotes for new

grade lambs for Eastern States markets?
(3) Is the WA Lamb Marketing Board

selling any of this lamb in Eastern
States markets.

(4) Is the WA Lamb Marketing Board
purchasing or has it purchased lamb in
any other States in Australia during the
last six months?

(5) If so, what quantities were purchased
and what quantities are still being held
in each State?

(6) Are Western Australian lambs being
consigned to Eastern States alive to
enjoy advantageous prices, and if so,
how many?

(7) Did WA lambs a decade ago enjoy a
premium price for early delivery of
spring lambs because of the advantages
this State enjoys in being able toi market
overseas earlier than New Zealand and
Eastern States competitors. If so, why
has this advantage not been maintained.

(8) Is the pattern and percentage of lambs
exported from this State very much
different from percentage overall
Australian situation or that of other
Australian exporting States?

(9) Will the Minister request the WA Lamb
Marketing Board and producer
organisations to examine the need to
have total acquisition of all lambs killed
in WA so that producers can themselves
individually or through trading
companies seek out more favourable
prices elsewhere in Australia?

(10) How does the percentage increase in
lamb prices from IS years ago,
compared with increases in prices Of-
(a) superphosphate;
(b) petrol;
(c) shearing;
during the same period?

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH replied:
(1) to (10) I thank the member for notice of

this very well-considered and important
question, which I know is of importance
to his electorate. However, as the answer
to the question entails detailed research
it is impossible to provide a reply today.
The Minister for Agriculture will advise
the member of the details by letter.

RAILWAYS: MIDLAND WORKSHOPS
Wagons

3. The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT, to the Minister
for Lands representing the Minister for
Transport:

(i) I refer the Minister to the reply to
question 411. In the reply to (l)(c)(i)
appear the figures "1970-79". Should
those figures read " 1978-79"?
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(2) Is the figure "1970" in subparagraph
(ii) correct?

The H-on. D. J. WORDSWORTH replied:
(1) It would appear that the figure should

be "1978-79", but I will check and
advise the honourable member.

(2) 1 will also check this and advise the
member.


